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Levels of Language Development 
 

 Beginning 
 

Students Have: Students Can: Teachers should: 

 Minimal comprehension 

 No verbal production 

 Incomprehensible English 

 Culture Shock 

 A focus on viewing and 

listening 

 Inattentiveness at times 

 Limited comprehension 

One/two word responses 

 Classroom survival 
vocabulary 

 Limited language use 

 

 Nod answers to questions  

 Point to objects or print 

 Categorize objects or 

pictures 

 Pantomine & role play  

 Draw cartoons & pictures 

 Move to show 

understanding 

 Match words to object 

Imitate other students 

 Repeat words and phrases 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Not force students to speak  

 Group students with more 

advanced ELLs or cooperative 

mainstream peers for group 

activities 

 Provide reading materials with 
illustrations and ensure that 
vocabulary is scaffolded 

 Provide modeling 

 Use visual aids and gestures  

 Echo and choral read 

 Use pictures and manipulatives 

to illustrate concepts 

 Use a variety of media to model 

language i.e., audio cassettes and 

interactive computer software 

 Provide multi-sensory activities 

i.e. use Total Physical Response 

(TPR) 
 Provide rigorous instruction and 

maintain high standards 

 Provide a risk-taking 
environment 

 Summarize using objects and 

gestures 

 Repeat 

 Provide listening opportunities 

 Create a classroom full of 

language 

 Use mixed ability groups 

 Create high context for shared 

reading 

 Use art, mime, and music 

 

 

 

 



  Handout 8   

   

 
Students Have: Students Can: Teachers should: 

 

 Good listening 

comprehension  

 Enough proficiency to 

make simple sentences 

(with errors) 

 Initial understanding of 

grammatical rules  

 Comprehension that 

exceeds. his/her ability 

to produce language  

 Appropriate use of 

content words but not in 

the proper form  

 Grammatical forms that 
are literal translation 
from their first language 
i.e., Where is my pencil? 
I put him her. 

 

 Identify people, places and 
things 

 Repeat memorable language 

 List & categorize 

 List with greater 

understanding 

 Recite from memory i.e., 

chants and poems 

 Use present tense verbs  

 Write words and simple 

sentences 

 Use present and past 
progressive tense i.e., he is 
walking, she was walking 

 Use descriptive and 
comparative adjectives i.e. 
big, brown bear, bigger bear 

 Use subject-object pronouns 
i.e., he, she, we, you, them 

 Use, read and write sight 

words appropriately 

 Have increased 

comprehension of general 

meaning and some specific 

meaning 

 Use routine expressions 

independently 

 Understand contextualized 

vocabulary and language 

structures in text which may 

be familiar and predictable 

 Write using frames and 

simple vignettes from own 

experience and using content 

vocabulary with word banks 

and other supports i.e., visual 

supports 

 Ask permission 

 Make statements with there 

are and there is 

 Ask yes/no, Who? What? Where? 
questions 

 Provide listening opportunities 

with rich context and content  

 Provide a rigorous and 

challenging curriculum 

 Have students: 

o Complete sentences 
w/l- 2 words 

o Label, manipulate 

pictures/objects 

 Do shared reading with props, 

building on prior knowledge 

 Use predictable & patterned 

books 

 Introduce dialogue journals  

 Engage students in Charades 

      and linguistic guessing games  

 Engage students in role-playing 

activities 

 Promote open dialogues 

 Use stems to promote 
conversations 

 Conduct student interviews with 
the guidelines written out 

 Utilize charts, tables, graphs and 
other conceptual visuals 

 Use newspaper ads and other 

mainstream materials to 

encourage language interaction 

and provide real-world 

connections 

 Encourage partner and trio 
readings 

 Recite familiar songs, chants, 

poems 

 Retell and summarize  

 Encourage appropriate story 

telling 

 Ask open-ended questions 

Intermediate 
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Intermediate (continued) 

Students Have: Students Can: Teachers should: 

 Good listening 

comprehension 

 Enough proficiency to 

make simple sentences 

(with errors) 

 Initial understanding of 

grammatical rules  

 Comprehension that 

exceeds. his/her ability 

to produce language  

 Appropriate use of 

content words but not in 

the proper form  

 Grammatical forms that 
are literal translation 
from their first language 
i.e., Where is my pencil? 
I put him her. 

 

 Describe events, places and 
people 

 Recall facts 

 Explain academic concepts 

 Define new vocabulary  

 Retell information from text 

 Summarize 

 Compare & contrast  

 Respond in more complex 

sentences using newly 

acquired vocabulary to 

experiment and form 

messages in English. 

 Use past tense verbs i.e., 

lived, walked, went, came 

Use possessive nouns and 

pronouns i.e., his family, the 

bear's family 

 Use object-demonstrative 

pronouns i.e., her, him, us, 

this, that, these, those  

 Comparative structures i.e., 

She is taller than the teacher. 

 Give opinions 

 Justify views or behaviors  

 Negotiate with others  

 Debate with others  

 Defend actions and opinions 

 Persuade 

 Express the results of 

synthesis, analysis and 

evaluation 

 

 Provide a rigorous and 

challenging curriculum 

 Model, expand, restate, & enrich 
student language 

 Use patterned & predictable 

books 

 Support the use of content-area 

texts with retelling, role-play, 

etc. 

 Have students: 

o describe personal 

experiences 

o create books through 

language 

o art experience 

activities  

 Can conduct group discussions  

 Use skits for dramatic interaction 

 Have students fill out forms and 
applications. 

 Utilize music, T.V. and radio 
with cloze activities 

 Show filmstrips and videos with 

cooperative groups, scripting the 

visuals 

 Encourage solo readings with. 

interactive comprehension 

checks 

 Have students design questions, 

directions and activities for 

others to follow 

 Encourage appropriate story 

telling 
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Advanced 

Students Have: Students Can: Teachers should: 

 Excellent comprehension 

 Few grammar error  

 Advanced grammatical 

structures 

 Extensive vocabulary 

 

 Give opinions 

 Justify views or 

behaviors  

 Negotiate with others  

 Debate with others  

 Defend actions & 

opinions 

 Persuade 

 Express the result of 

synthesis, analysis, and  

 Evaluation 

 Explain academic 
concepts 

 Define new vocabulary  

 Retell information from 

text 

 Summarize 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Provide a rigorous and 
challenging curriculum 

 Structure group discussions  

 Guide use of references materials 

 Provide more advance literature  

 Ask students to create narratives  

 Provide for a variety of realistic 
      writing opportunities 

 Publish students' writing  

 Sponsor student panel 

discussions 

 Have students identify a social 

issue and defend their position 
 Promote critical analysis of 

pertinent issues 

 Engage in the writing process 

 Foster critical interpretations of 

      stories, legends and poetry  

 Model, expand, restate and 

enrich student language 

 Provide scaffolds for students' 

writing i.e., formats, vocabulary 

webs, graphic organizers 
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Students Have: Students Can: Teachers should: 

 
 High -Advanced Levels of 

English Proficiency 

 Advanced grammatical 
structures 

 Extensive vocabulary 

 

 

 Produce written and oral 

language that is 

comparable to that of 

native speakers of 

English of the same age  

 Understand most idioms  

 Understand and create 

jokes 

 Read grade level text  

 Compose compositions at 

grade level 

 Recognize multiple 

meanings in text of a 

familiar topic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Continue on-going language 

development through 

      integrating language arts and     
      content-area activities 

 Model, expand, restate and 

enrich student language 

 Guide use of reference materials  

 Provide more advanced literature 

 Ask students to create narratives  

 Provide for a variety of realistic 

writing opportunities  

 Provide scaffolds for students’ 

writing i.e., formats, vocabulary 

webs, graphic organizers 

 

 

 

 

Advanced High 
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