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45 mins PLANNING THE BODY
PARAGRAPHS:  Ability to write
a claim, provide evidence that
supports a claim, and write
warrants to explain how the
evidence supports the claim.

WARRANT WORKOUT
1. Using the notes you have taken in
your research, write a claim for your
paper.

2. List the supporting ideas you will
use to make the case for the claim
in your paper. 

3. Then provide the quotations or
examples you will use to support
your claim.

4. After each quotation or example,
write a warrant by explaining how
your quotation or evidence supports
your claim in a sentence or two.

Level 1: Provides a claim,
evidence relevant to the
claim, and a warrant that
loosely connects the
evidence to the claim.

Level 2: Provides a claim,
evidence to support the
claim, and a warrant that
connects the evidence to
the claim.

Level 3: Provides a claim,
strong evidence to
support the claim, and a
warrant that clearly
connects the evidence to
the claim.

This strategy assumes students have experience with researching a topic,
writing claim statements, and selecting appropriate evidence to support an
argument.

1. Pass out the Warrant Workout handout.

2. Define the term warrant and explain the role they play in arguments.
Share exemplary examples of warrants with students and criteria for
designing good ones. See the "Claim, Data, and Warrant" Handout in the
Teacher Resource section below for ideas.

Tell students: "The warrant interprets the data and shows how it supports
your claim. The warrant, in other words, explains why the data proves the
claim. In trials, lawyers for opposing sides often agree on the data but hotly
dispute the warrants. (And a defense attorney's failure to offer strong
warrants may result in a warrant for the defendant's arrest.) A philosopher
would say that the warrant helps to answer the question, "What else must
be true for this proposition to hold?" A good warrant will be a reasonable
interpretation of facts. A good warrant will not make illogical interpretive
leaps. A good warrant will not assume more than the evidence supports. A
good warrant may consider and respond to possible counter-arguments.

3. Model how to write a claim and then instruct students to complete the top
of the handout by adding the claim they plan to make in their writing.  

4. Model how to add supporting ideas to make a case for a claim. Have
students add supporting details to their handout.

5. Then have students return to their notes from reading to add evidence
and quotations to support their ideas. Note: Students will need support with
locating information. Provide students with a note-taking guide or note
cards to help them organize their information prior to this lesson.

6. Finally, have students explain how each piece of evidence supports their
claim. Have students talk in pairs to discuss the following:

Why do you believe each piece of evidence supports the claim? What
are alternative explanations for how each piece of evidence relates to
the claim? 
How can you sort or rank the significance of the evidence you have?

7. After talking in pairs, have students re-read their handout and make any
necessary revisions that they feel are necessary. Share out student
responses as a whole class.

The instruction and materials for this mini-task have been adapted from
Johannessen, L.R., Kahn, E.A., and Walter, E.A. (2009). Writing about
Literature: Theory and Research into Practice. NCTE.
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Standards:

CCR.W.1 :  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCR.W.2 :  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.

CCR.W.9 :  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Additional Attachments:

 Claim, data, and warrant information

 Warrant_Workout.docx
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http://www.vanderbilt.edu/AnS/english/mwollaeger/cdw.htm
https://ldc-production-secure.s3.amazonaws.com/payload_files/files/000/031/673/original/Warrant_Workout20150323-3-1r699m8.docx?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJZLFICFCJK5OVHIQ&Expires=1523268694&Signature=DZHIvqkl7ti3Dz81LU9Lnyj1eXM%3D&response-content-type=application%2Fvnd.openxmlformats-officedocument.wordprocessingml.document
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