
G E N R E  U N I T

Being a Writer™

Grade 2

Opinion Writing
Write Opinions and Give Reasons
Teach this unit after Unit 5, “Letter Writing.”

This genre unit on opinion writing is designed for teachers who are currently using 
the grade 2 Being a Writer program. The unit uses the same pedagogy and four-day 
lesson structure as other genre units in Being a Writer. All necessary support materials—
including transparencies, excerpts and other student handouts, and assessment record 
sheets—are provided as blackline masters at the back of this document, but you will need 
to obtain 1 copy of each of the read-aloud trade books from your school or public library.

This unit addresses the following Common Core State Standards:

CCSS.ELA.W.2.1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they 
are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking 
words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding 
statement or section.

CCSS.ELA.W.2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic 
and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.
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Genre

During this three-week unit, the students read 
and discuss examples of opinion writing. They 
write opinion pieces including a persuasive 
letter to their parents in which they state and 
support an opinion. They brainstorm topics 
about which they have strong opinions and 
select topics to write about. They explore 
identifying an audience and purpose for their 
writing, stating an opinion clearly, supporting 

an opinion with reasons, and writing clear 
opening and closing sentences. They confer in 
pairs and revise their essays based on partner 
feedback. Socially, they express their own 
opinions and learn prompts to help them agree 
and disagree respectfully with the opinions of 
others. They continue to express interest in 
and appreciation for one another’s writing.

Opinion 
Writing

Development Across the Grades

Grade Elements of
Persuasive Nonfiction Language and Craft Skills and Conventions

2
• Generating opinions and 

choosing topics

• Identifying the purpose  
of opinion writing

• Using reasons to support 
opinions

• Exploring writing clear 
statements of opinion

• Using linking words to 
connect ideas

• Exploring ways to begin  
and end opinion writing

• Proofreading for spelling

• Proofreading for punctuation 
and capitalization

3
• Generating opinions and 

choosing topics

• Identifying the purpose and 
audience of opinion writing

• Using reasons to support 
opinions

• Writing clear statements  
of opinion

• Using linking words to 
connect ideas

• Exploring clear, direct 
openings and conclusions

• Listening for periods

• Proofreading drafts for 
spelling, punctuation,  
and grammar

4
• Generating opinions and 

choosing topics

• Identifying the purpose 
and audience of persuasive 
nonfiction

• Using reasons to support 
opinions

• Writing clear statements  
of opinion

• Exploring strong openings 
and conclusions

• Listening for periods

• Proofreading drafts for 
spelling, punctuation,  
and grammar
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Grade Elements of
Persuasive Nonfiction Language and Craft Skills and Conventions

5
• Generating opinions and 

choosing topics

• Identifying the purpose 
and audience of persuasive 
nonfiction

• Using reasons to support 
opinions

• Writing clear statements  
of opinion

• Exploring strong openings 
and conclusions

• Exploring the use of commas 
in direct quotations

• Listening for periods

• Proofreading drafts for 
spelling, punctuation,  
and grammar

6
• Generating opinions  

and choosing topics

• Identifying the purpose 
and audience of persuasive 
nonfiction

• Using reasons to support 
opinions

• Writing clear statements  
of opinion

• Exploring strong openings 
and conclusions

• Exploring the use of commas 
in direct quotations

• Listening for periods

• Proofreading drafts for 
spelling, punctuation,  
and grammar

G R A D E  2  U N I T  O V E R V I E W

WEEK DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY 4

1
Exploring Opinion 
Writing: I Wanna Iguana

Focus: What does the 
main character want?

Exploring Opinion 
Writing: I Wanna 
New Room

Focus: Giving reasons to 
support opinions

Exploring Opinion 
Writing

Shared Writing:  “Here’s 
Why I Should” Letter

Exploring Opinion 
Writing

Shared Writing:  “Here’s 
Why I Shouldn’t” Letter

2
Exploring Opinion 
Writing: Should We 
Have Pets?

Focus: Choosing an 
opinion and giving 
reasons to support it

Exploring Opinion 
Writing: Should We 
Have Pets?

Focus: Generating 
opinions and exploring 
strong opening sentences 

Exploring Opinion 
Writing: Should We 
Have Pets?

Focus: Giving reasons to 
support opinions 

Exploring Opinion 
Writing: Should We 
Have Pets?

Focus: Exploring strong 
closing sentences

Revision, Proofreading, and Publication

3
Selecting Opinion 
Pieces to Publish

Focus: Choose a draft 
and confer in pairs

Informal Proofreading

Focus: Proofread for 
spelling, punctuation, 
and capitalization

Publishing

Focus: Author’s Chair 
sharing

Publishing

Focus: Author’s Chair 
sharing
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Overview

G E N R E :   O P I N I O N  W R I T I N G

I Wanna Iguana* 
by Karen Kaufman Orloff, illustrated by David Catrow  
(Putnam, 2004)

Alex tries to persuade his mother to let him have an iguana.

I Wanna New Room* 
by Karen Kaufman Orloff, illustrated by David Catrow  
(Putnam, 2010)

Tired of sharing a room with his baby brother, Alex campaigns for 
his own room.

*See “Do Ahead,” next page.

Week 1
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T E A C H E R  

A S  W R I T E R

“We write because we must.” 
 — Somerset Maugham 

In this unit, the students 
explore opinion writing— 
a type of writing intended 
to persuade readers of the 
author’s opinion through 
well-thought-out argument 
and evidence. Much writing 
that states and supports 
opinions arises from an 
author’s sense that something 
is amiss and needs to be 
addressed or corrected.

Make a list of topics that 
you feel compelled to 
address in your own life, 
community, country, or the 
world. What bothers you 
about these things? Are 
they unfair? Inconvenient? 
Wrong in other ways? Jot 
some notes about your 
thoughts in your notebook.

Writing Focus

•	 Students	hear	and	discuss	opinion	writing.

•	 Students	tap	into	intrinsic	motivation	to	write	persuasively.

•	 Students	write	persuasively	for	an	identified	purpose	and	audience.

•	 Students	generate	opinions	they	feel	strongly	about	for	writing	
persuasive pieces.

Social Focus

•	 Students	listen	respectfully	to	the	thinking	of	others	and	share	their	own.

•	 Students	respectfully	consider	the	opinions	of	others.

•	 Students	work	in	a	responsible	way.

D O  A H E A D

•	Prior	to	this	week,	obtain	a	copy	of	I Wanna Iguana and I Wanna New 
Room by Karen Kaufmann Orloff from your school or public library. 

•	Prior	to	Day	1,	decide	how	you	will	randomly	assign	partners	to	work	
together during the unit. See the front matter in the Being a Writer 
Teacher’s Manual, volume 1, page xiii, for suggestions about assigning 
partners randomly. For considerations for pairing English Language 
Learners, see page xxviii of the Teacher’s Manual.

•	Prior	to	Day	3,	make	a	chart	with	the	following	sentence	written	at	the	
top: “I know you don’t think I should  , but here’s why I 
should.” and make a copy of the “Class Assessment Record” sheet for 
Week 1, Day 3 (BLM1).

•	Prior	to	Day	4,	make	a	chart	with	the	following	sentence	written	at	
the top: “I know you think I should  , but here’s why I 
shouldn’t.” and make a copy of the “Class Assessment Record” sheet for 
Week 1, Day 4 (BLM2).

•	Consider	prereading	and	discussing	this	week’s	read-aloud	selections	
with your English Language Learners. Stop during the reading 
to discuss vocabulary and check for understanding. (See the ELL 
vocabulary listed in the lessons.)
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Exploring Opinion Writing
In this lesson, the students:

• Get to know a new partner

• Hear and discuss opinion writing

• Think about what makes writing persuasive

• Write about things that interest them

About Opinion Writing
In this unit, the students learn that the purpose of opinion writing is to convince 
the reader to agree with the author. They identify topics they have opinions 
about and explore how opinions are expressed and supported in persuasive 
writing. They informally learn some of the characteristics of this genre, such as 
identifying an audience, stating opinions clearly, and giving reasons to support 
opinions. They also use discussion prompts to help them agree and disagree 
respectfully when they talk about their opinions with one another.

In this unit, the students draft “pretend” persuasive letters and other opinion 
pieces. Then they each select one opinion piece to develop and publish for a 
class collection.

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y  T O  W R I T E

 Pair Students and Discuss Working Together

Randomly assign partners (see “Do Ahead” on page 6) and let them 
know that they will work together on their writing for the next three 
weeks. Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. 

Briefly review some types of writing that the students have explored 
so far this year (for example, stories about their own lives, fiction, 
nonfiction, and letter writing). Have partners get to know each 
other by talking about some of the writing they have done; then 
signal for their attention. Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What did you learn about your partner’s writing this year?

Materials
• I Wanna Iguana

Making Meaning®  Teacher
You can either have the students 

work with their current Making 

Meaning partner or assign them a 

new partner for this unit.

Teacher Note
The partners you assign today will 

stay together for the unit.

Opinion Writing  Week 1 

Day 1
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Q What will you do to work well with your new partner?

 Read I Wanna Iguana Aloud

Tell the students that in this unit they will focus on opinion writing. 
Explain that this is a kind of writing that tries to persuade the reader, 
or get the reader to agree, about something. Show the cover of 
I Wanna Iguana and read the title and names of the author and 
illustrator aloud. Explain that in this story someone tries to get 
another person to agree with him about something. Invite the 
students to think about these questions as they listen to the story:

Q What does this person want?

Q Who does he want to persuade?

Q How does he try to persuade that person to agree?

Read I Wanna Iguana aloud slowly and clearly, clarifying vocabulary 
as you read.

Suggested Vocabulary

compassionate: very kind and caring (p. 6)

financial wizard: person who is very smart about money (p. 27)

ELL Vocabulary
English Language Learners may benefit from discussing additional 
vocabulary, including:

iguana: kind of large lizard (front book cover and p. 5)

sensitive: having a lot of feelings (p. 5)

hamsters: small, mouse-like pets (p. 8)

tarantulas: large, hairy spiders (p. 9)

reptile: animals like lizards and snakes (p. 15)

 Discuss the Story

In pairs, and then as a class, briefly discuss the questions that follow. 
As students refer to parts of the story, be ready to turn to those 
pages and reread the relevant sentences aloud.

Teacher Note
Note that the term “opinion 

writing” is defined informally 

at this point. The genre will 

be described more fully as 

students explore multiple 

examples of it in this unit.

Teacher Note
To review the procedure for 

defining vocabulary during 

the read-aloud, see page 41 

of the Being a Writer Teacher’s 

Manual, volume 1.

Teacher Note
The pages of I Wanna Iguana are 

unnumbered. You may want to 

label certain pages (for example 

1, 10, and 30) with page numbers 

on self-stick notes for reference. 

Page 1 is the title page.
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Q What is Alex trying to do in this story?

Q What are some reasons Alex gives for adopting an iguana? Turn to 
your partner. 

Q What are some reasons Alex’s mom gives for not adopting an 
iguana? Turn to your partner. 

Students might say:

“Alex is trying to convince his mom to let him adopt an iguana.”

“He gives lots of reasons. Like they’re small and cute.”

“But his mom says the iguana will grow up to be too big!”

“He also says that he’s lonely and the iguana can be like his brother.”

“But she says he already has a brother.”

If necessary, point out that Alex is trying to persuade, or convince, 
his mother that he should be allowed to adopt an iguana. Point out 
that he states this opinion at the beginning of his first letter. (Reread 
aloud on page 5: “I know you don’t think I should have Mikey 
Gulligan’s baby iguana when he moves, but here’s why I should.”) 
Also point out that Alex gives several reasons that support that 
opinion in the letters that follow. Ask and briefly discuss:

Q Why is it smart for Alex to give lots of reasons to support  
his opinion? 

Explain that during writing time today the students may write about 
any opinions they have that they would like others to agree with, or 
they may write about anything else they choose.

W R I T I N G  T I M E

 Write Independently

Ask the students to return to their seats for 20–30 minutes of silent 
writing. During this time, they may write about opinions they have 
or about anything they choose.

Teacher Note
To review the procedure for 

“Turn to Your Partner,” see the 

Being a Writer Teacher’s Manual, 

volume 1, pages 26–27. 

Teacher Note
If necessary, explain that an 

opinion is “something that a 

person feels strongly about.”

Teacher Note
Note that on Days 1 and 2 of 

this week, the students may do 

opinion writing or write about 

anything else they choose. On 

Day 3, after exposure to another 

example of opinion writing, 

all the students will be asked 

to try to write persuasively.
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If necessary, remind the students that all writing should be double-
spaced and that there should be no talking, whispering, or walking 
around during the silent writing period. Join the students in writing 
for a few minutes; then walk around the room and observe.

Signal to let the students know when writing time is over.

S H A R I N G  A N D  R E F L E C T I N G

 Briefly Share Writing and Reflect

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Have the 
students bring their writing with them. Ask partners to talk briefly 
about what they wrote today. Alert them to be ready to share what 
their partner wrote about with the class.

After allowing a moment for partners to talk, signal for the students’ 
attention and ask:

Q What did your partner write about today?

Q What did you and your partner do to work well together when you 
were talking and sharing your writing?
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Exploring Opinion Writing
In this lesson, the students:

• Hear and discuss opinion writing

• Compare and contrast two opinion pieces

• Think about what makes writing persuasive

• Write about things that interest them

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y  T O  W R I T E

 Review I Wanna Iguana

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Show the 
cover of I Wanna Iguana and review that the students heard the  
story yesterday. To help students remember the story, explain that 
you will reread a sentence from the story. Invite the students to think 
as they listen about what was happening in that part of the story. 
Read aloud:

p. 5 “If I don’t take it, he goes to Stinky and Stinky’s dog, Lurch, 
will eat it.” 

Ask:

Q What is happening in this part of the story? Turn to your partner. 

After a moment, signal for the students’ attention. Without 
discussing as a class, repeat the above procedure for the following 
sentences from the story:

p. 11 “You won’t have enough space in your whole room, much 
less on your dresser….” 

p. 20 “He just burps and poops.” 

p. 32 “YESSSS!” 

Materials
• I Wanna New Room

• I Wanna Iguana from Day 1

Day 2

Opinion Writing  Week 1 
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Remind the students that in this story Alex is writing persuasively to 
his mother. He is writing persuasively because he wants his mom to 
agree with him that he should have an iguana as a pet.

 Read I Wanna New Room Aloud

Show the cover of I Wanna New Room. Explain that this is another 
story about Alex by Karen Kaufman Orloff and David Catrow. Invite 
the students to think about who Alex tries to persuade this time and 
how he tries to do it as they listen to the story.

Read I Wanna New Room aloud slowly and clearly, clarifying 
vocabulary as you read. When you get to pages 26–27 and 28–29, 
show the illustrations and ask:

Q What is happening in this part of the story?

Suggested Vocabulary

privacy: freedom from being seen, heard, or bothered by others (p. 8)

property: things that are owned by someone (p. 11)

diplomatic: good at solving problems through talking (p. 12)

wing: section of a house (p. 22)

ELL Vocabulary
English Language Learners may benefit from discussing additional 
vocabulary, including:

upset: unhappy (p. 10)

 Discuss the Story

Briefly discuss the questions that follow. As students refer to parts 
of the story, be ready to turn to those pages and reread the relevant 
sentences aloud.

Q How is this story similar to I Wanna Iguana? How is it different?

Q What are some reasons Alex gives for having his own room? Turn 
to your partner. 

Teacher Note
The pages of I Wanna New Room 

are unnumbered. You may 

want to label certain pages (for 

example 1, 10, and 30) with page 

numbers on self-stick notes for 

reference. Page 1 is the title page.
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Q What are some reasons Alex’s father gives for not giving Alex his 
own room? Turn to your partner. 

Remind the students that in I Wanna Iguana Alex tries to write 
persuasively by stating his opinion at the beginning of his first letter. 
Point out that Alex does the same thing in this story. Reread aloud 
Alex’s statement on page 4: “I know you think I should share a room 
with Ethan now that we have Baby Annie, but here’s why I shouldn’t.” 
Then point out that Alex gives several reasons to support that opinion 
in the letters that follow. In pairs, and then as a class, briefly discuss:

Q In I Wanna Iguana, Alex is able to persuade his mother to adopt 
the iguana. Is Alex able to persuade his father to agree with his 
opinion in this story? Turn to your partner. 

Students might say:

“Alex is not able to persuade his dad to give him his own room. ”

“But he gets his own place anyway—a tree house.”

“So he does persuade his dad in a way.”

Explain that during writing time today the students may continue 
the writing they started yesterday, start a new piece of writing 
about another opinion, or write about anything else they choose.

W R I T I N G  T I M E

 Write Independently

Ask the students to return to their seats for 20–30 minutes of silent 
writing. During this time, they may write about opinions they have 
or about anything they choose.

If necessary, remind the students that all writing should be 
double-spaced. Also remind them that there should be no talking, 
whispering, or walking around during the silent writing period. Join 
the students in writing for a few minutes; then walk around the 
room and observe.

Signal to let the students know when writing time is over.

Teacher Note
If necessary, remind the students 

that an opinion is “something that 

a person feels strongly about.”

Teacher Note
Remember that on Days 1 and 2 

of this week, the students may 

do opinion writing or write about 

anything else they choose. On 

Day 3, all the students will be 

asked to try to write persuasively.
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S H A R I N G  A N D  R E F L E C T I N G

 Briefly Share Writing and Reflect

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Have the 
students bring their writing with them. Ask partners to talk briefly 
about what they wrote today. Alert them to be ready to share with 
the class what their partner wrote about.

After allowing a moment for partners to share, signal for the 
students’ attention and ask:

Q What did your partner write about today?

Q What did you and your partner do to work well together when you 
were talking and sharing your writing?
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Exploring Opinion Writing
In this lesson, the students:

• Explore one way to start a persuasive letter

• Contribute to a shared persuasive letter

• Use persuasive language that supports 
opinions with reasons

• Write persuasively

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y  T O  W R I T E

 Review I Wanna Iguana and I Wanna New Room

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Show the 
covers of I Wanna Iguana and I Wanna New Room and review that 
the students heard these stories over the past two days. Ask and 
briefly discuss:

Q What were these two stories about?

Q Alex wrote persuasive letters in these stories. What have you 
learned so far about persuasive writing?

Students might say:

“Persuasive writing is when you write something to try to get 
someone to agree with you.”

“When you try to persuade someone about something, that’s 
persuasive writing.”

“It’s when you want something and you write about it.”

Materials
• I Wanna Iguana from Day 1

• I Wanna New Room from 
Day 2

•  “I know you don’t think…” 
chart, prepared ahead 
(see “Do Ahead” on page 6)

• Lined chart paper and 
a marker

• Copy of the “Class 
Assessment Record” sheet 
for Week 1, Day 3 (BLM1)

Opinion Writing  Week 1 

Day 3
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Explain that you will read aloud the first sentence from each story. 
Invite the students to think as they listen about how the two 
sentences are similar. Read each sentence aloud twice:

p. 5 “Dear Mom, I know you don’t think I should have Mikey 
Gulligan’s baby iguana when he moves, but here’s why I 
should.” (I Wanna Iguana)

p. 4 “Dear Mom, I know you think I should share a room with 
Ethan now that we have Baby Annie, but here’s why I 
shouldn’t.” (I Wanna New Room)

Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What’s similar about the way Alex starts these two persuasive letters?

 Brainstorm Ideas for a “Here’s Why I Should” Letter

Direct the students’ attention to the chart on which you wrote the 
frame sentence, “I know you don’t think I should  , but 
here’s why I should.” Read the sentence aloud and ask:

Q If you were going to write a persuasive letter to your parents that 
begins with this sentence, what might you write in the blank? 
[pause] Turn to your partner. 

After allowing a few moments for partners to talk, signal for the 
students’ attention and have a few volunteers share their ideas with 
the class. As students report their ideas, record them on the chart 
below the frame sentence.

“I know you don’t think I should  , but 
here’s why I should.”

- get a bicycle

- stay up late

- go to the park by myself

- have a cell phone

- play music loudly

Teacher Note
Notice that you are using the 

cooperative structure “Think, Pair, 

Share” with this question. With 

“Think, Pair, Share,” you pause 

for 5–10 seconds after asking 

the question to give students 

time to think quietly before 

saying “Turn to your partner.”

Teacher Note
If the students have difficulty 

generating ideas, suggest some 

from the diagram. Then ask: 

Q What other ideas could we 

write for this sentence? 

Q What is something you feel 

strongly that you should be 

allowed to do?
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 Write a Shared “Here’s Why I Should” Letter

Direct the students’ attention to a sheet of lined chart paper. 
Explain that you would like their help to write an example of a 
persuasive letter using one of their ideas. Choose one idea from the 
brainstormed list. Use that idea to write the full sentence on the 
lined chart. Add a second sentence by thinking aloud about, and 
then writing, one good reason to support this opinion. Then ask:

Q In our letter, we want to persuade by giving several good reasons 
to support our opinion. What are some other reasons we could 
write for [getting a bicycle]? [pause] Turn to your partner. 

After a few moments, signal for the students’ attention and have a 
few volunteers share their ideas. Use their suggestions to add a few 
more sentences to the letter.

Dear Mom,

I know you don’t think I should get a bicycle, but here’s why

I should. I am old enough now to learn how to ride a bike.

Also, riding a bike is good exercise and exercise is good

for you. If I wear a helmet and always use hand signals, 

I will be safe. If I have a bicycle, I can go places and you

don’t have to drive me. 

When you finish writing the letter, read it aloud with the class. Ask 
and briefly discuss:

Q If someone wrote this letter to you, would you be persuaded to let 
him or her [get a bicycle]? Why or why not?

Tell the students that you would like all the students to try writing 
a “pretend” persuasive letter to their parents today. Explain that 
their letter should begin with the charted sentence, “I know you 
don’t think I should  , but here’s why I should.” Tell the 
students that they may use an idea already listed on the chart or 
come up with their own idea for filling in the blank in the sentence.

Teacher Note
When thinking aloud, you 

might say, “One reason I might 

give for [getting a bicycle] 

could be that [I am old enough 

now to learn how to ride a 

bike]. I’ll write that down.”

Teacher Note
If the students have difficulty 

generating ideas for the letter, 

suggest some ideas like those in 

the diagram. Then ask: 

Q What other reasons might we 

give in our letter?
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W R I T I N G  T I M E

 Write Independently

Ask the students to return to their seats and begin writing their “Here’s 
Why I Should” letter. Have them write silently for 20–30 minutes. Join 
the students in quiet writing for a few minutes; then walk around the 
room and observe.

C L A S S  A S S E S S M E N T  N O T E

Observe the students and ask yourself:

• Are the students able to complete the opening 
sentence with an idea they seem to care about?

• Can they give reasons that support their opinion?

If you notice many students struggling to start writing after 
5–10 minutes, call for the class’s attention and have a few 
volunteers share what they have written so far; then have the 
students resume writing on their own.

Record your observations on the copy of the “Class 
Assessment Record” sheet (BLM1). You might want to keep 
this and the other copies of the record sheets from this unit 
in your Assessment Resource Book.

Signal to let the students know when writing time is over.

S H A R I N G  A N D  R E F L E C T I N G

 Share Writing in Pairs and Reflect

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Have the 
students bring their persuasive letters with them. Ask partners to 
read their letters to each other. Remind them to listen carefully, as 
they will share what their partner wrote about with the class.

Teacher Note
Remind the students to 

double-space all writing in their 

notebooks so they have space 

to revise later, if necessary.
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After partners have shared their letters, signal for the students’ 
attention and ask:

Q What opinion did your partner write about today? What reasons 
did he or she give to support that opinion?

Have several volunteers share what their partner wrote about with 
the class. Then ask and briefly discuss:

Q How did you know that your partner was listening carefully to you 
when you shared your writing?

Explain that the students will continue to write about their  
opinions tomorrow.

E X T E N S I O N

 Explore Adjectives in I Wanna Iguana and  
I Wanna New Room

You might draw the students’ attention to the descriptive ways 
Alex signs his letters in I Wanna Iguana and I Wanna New Room 
(for example, “Your sensitive son,” “Your smart and mature kid,” “Your 
lonely child,” “Neat and tidy Alex,” and “Grossed-out Alex”). Show and 
read some of these signatures aloud. Ask students to think about 
why Alex keeps changing the way he describes himself in each 
letter. Then invite students to come up with descriptive ways to sign 
their own names on their persuasive letters.

Teacher Note
Save the charts used in today’s 

lesson for use on Day 4 and later 

in the unit.
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Exploring Opinion Writing
In this lesson, the students:

• Explore another way to start a persuasive letter

• Contribute to a shared persuasive letter

• Use persuasive language that supports 
opinions with reasons

• Write persuasively

• Respectfully consider the opinions of others

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y  T O  W R I T E

 Brainstorm Ideas for a “Here’s Why I Shouldn’t” Letter

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Direct 
the students’ attention to the two charts from Day 3. Review that 
they wrote “Here’s Why I Should” letters using a sentence similar to 
the one Alex uses at the beginning of I Wanna Iguana. Remind them 
that Alex starts with a slightly different sentence in I Wanna New 
Room. Reread this sentence from I Wanna New Room aloud:

p. 4 “Dear Mom, I know you think I should share a room  
with Ethan now that we have Baby Annie, but here’s why  
I shouldn’t.” 

Direct the students’ attention to the chart with the sentence, “I know 
you think I should  , but here’s why I shouldn’t.” Read the 
sentence aloud and ask:

Q If you were going to write a persuasive letter to your parents that 
begins with this sentence, what might you write in the blank? 
[pause] Turn to your partner. 

After a few moments, signal for the students’ attention. Have a few 
volunteers share their ideas with the class. As students report their 
ideas, record them on the chart below the frame sentence.

Materials
• I Wanna Iguana from Day1

• I Wanna New Room from 
Day 2

• “I know you think…” chart, 
prepared ahead (see “Do 
Ahead” on page 6)

• “I know you don’t think…” 
chart from Day 3

• Charted “Here’s Why I Should” 
letter from Day 3

• Lined chart paper and 
a marker

• Copy of the “Class 
Assessment Record” sheet for 
Week 1, Day 4 (BLM2)

Opinion Writing  Week 1 

Day 4
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“I know you think I should  , but here’s 
why I shouldn’t.”

- make my bed

- clean my room

- take out the trash

- take piano lessons

- wear my brother’s hand-me-downs 

 Write a Shared “Here’s Why I Shouldn’t” Letter

Direct the students’ attention to a sheet of lined chart paper. Explain 
that you would like their help writing another persuasive letter, this 
time using the new sentence. Choose one idea from the list on the 
chart and use that idea to write the full sentence on the lined chart. 
Add a second sentence by thinking aloud about, and then writing, 
one good reason to support this opinion. Then ask:

Q We always want to give several good reasons to support our opinion. 
What are some other reasons we could write for [not wearing my 
brother’s hand-me-downs]? [pause] Turn to your partner. 

After a few moments for partners to talk, signal for the students’ 
attention and have a few volunteers share their ideas. Use their 
suggestions to add a few more sentences to the letter.

Dear Dad,

I know you think I should wear my brother’s hand-me-downs, 

but here’s why I shouldn’t. His old clothes don’t fit me very 

well. They’re tight and uncomfortable. Also, there are little 

stains where he spilled spaghetti sauce or ketchup. They’re 

also out of style. I deserve to have my own clothes!

Teacher Note
When thinking aloud, you might 

say, “One reason I might give 

for [not wearing my brother’s 

hand-me-downs] could be that 

[the clothes don’t fit me very 

well and they’re uncomfortable]. 

I’ll write that down.”

Teacher Note
If the students have difficulty 

generating ideas for the letter, 

suggest some like those in the 

diagram. Then ask:

Q What other reasons might we 

give in our letter?

Teacher Note
If the students have difficulty 

generating ideas, suggest some 

from the diagram and ask:

Q What other ideas could we 

write for this sentence?
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When you finish writing the letter, read it aloud with the class. Ask 
and briefly discuss:

Q If someone wrote this letter to you, would you be persuaded? Why 
or why not?

Explain that you would like all the students to try writing  
another “pretend” persuasive letter to their parents today. Their 
letters should begin with the charted sentence, “I know you think 
I should  , but here’s why I shouldn’t.” Explain to the 
students that they may use an idea already listed on the chart or 
come up with their own idea to fill in the blank in the sentence.

W R I T I N G  T I M E

 Write Independently

Ask the students to return to their seats and begin writing their 
“Here’s Why I Shouldn’t” letters. Have them write silently for 
20–30 minutes. Join the students in quiet writing for a few  
minutes; then walk around the room and observe.

C L A S S  A S S E S S M E N T  N O T E

Observe the students and ask yourself:

• Are the students able to complete the opening 
sentence with an idea they seem to care about?

• Can they give reasons that support their opinion?

If you notice many students struggling to start writing after 
5–10 minutes, call for the class’s attention and have a few 
volunteers share what they have written so far; then have the 
students resume writing on their own.

Record your observations on the copy of the “Class 
Assessment Record” sheet (BLM2).

Signal to let the students know when writing time is over.
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S H A R I N G  A N D  R E F L E C T I N G

 Briefly Share Writing and Discuss  
Disagreeing Respectfully

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Have  
the students bring their persuasive letters with them. Ask partners 
to share what they wrote with each other. Alert them to be ready to 
share what their partner wrote about with the class.

After allowing a few moments for partners to share, signal for the 
students’ attention and ask:

Q What opinion did your partner write about today? What reasons 
did he or she give to support the opinion?

Q Do you agree or disagree with your partner’s opinion? Explain  
your thinking.

Explain that in the coming weeks, the students will continue to 
write persuasively about topics they care about. They will share their 
opinions with their partner and with the whole class, and they may 
sometimes disagree or have opposing opinions. Ask:

Q Why is it important that we find a respectful way to talk to one 
another about our opinions, even if we disagree?

Students might say:

“It’s important to talk about our opinions because that’s how we 
learn from each other.”

“It’s important to be respectful because everyone is allowed to 
have their own opinion.”

“It’s okay if we disagree. We’re not all going to think the same 
thing all the time.”

Explain that the students will continue to explore ways to talk about 
their opinions in a respectful way.

Teacher Note
Save the charts used in today’s 

lesson for use later in the unit.
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E X T E N S I O N S

 Share Persuasive Letters as a Class

Have the students read the persuasive letters they wrote this week 
to the class. Take time to discuss what the author’s opinion is, how 
that opinion is supported in the piece, whether the students think 
the author’s parents would be persuaded by the piece, and why.

 Write and Deliver Persuasive Letters

This week the students practiced writing “pretend” persuasive 
letters to their parents. They may wish to try writing additional 
persuasive letters and, if appropriate, delivering them to their 
intended recipients (for example, parents, other family members, 
friends, or adults at school). If so, consider helping the students edit 
and proofread their letters before they are delivered.
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Overview

G E N R E :   O P I N I O N  W R I T I N G

Should We Have Pets? A Persuasive Text* 
by Sylvia Lollis, with Joyce Hogan and her second-grade class 
(Mondo, 2003)

Students in a second-grade class argue for and against  
pet ownership.

*See “Do Ahead,” next page.

Week 2
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T E A C H E R  

A S  W R I T E R

“I’m still doing business at  
the same old stand—love, 
work, war, death, what the 
world is like outside this 
window tonight.” 
 — Alan Dugan

Look at the list of topics you 
feel compelled to address 
that you listed in Week 1 
and select one item on the 
list. Write a paragraph that 
expresses your opinion about 
why this topic is important 
and what you think should be 
done about it. Repeat this for 
several other items that you 
feel strongly about on the list.

Writing Focus

•	 Students	hear	and	discuss	opinion	writing.

•	 Students	tap	into	intrinsic	motivation	to	write	persuasively.

•	 Students	write	persuasively	for	an	identified	purpose	and	audience.

•	 Students	generate	opinions	they	feel	strongly	about	to	write	 
about persuasively.

Social Focus

•	 Students	listen	respectfully	to	the	thinking	of	others	and	share	their	own.

•	 Students	respectfully	consider	the	opinions	of	others.

•	 Students	express	interest	in	and	appreciation	for	one	another’s	writing.

•	 Students	build	on	one	another’s	thinking.

D O  A H E A D

•	Prior	to	Day	1,	obtain	a	copy	of	Should We Have Pets? by Sylvia Lollis 
from your school or public library. 

•	Prior	to	Day	2,	write	the	three	discussion	prompts	(“I	agree	with	
 because…,” “I disagree with  because…,” and 

“In addition to what  said, I think…”) on a sheet of chart 
paper (see the diagram on page 32).

•	Prior	to	Day	2,	write	the	following	at	the	top	of	a	sheet	of	chart	paper:	
“Opinions We Can Write About.”

•	Prior	to	Day	4,	make	a	copy	of	the	“Class	Assessment	Record”	sheet	for	
Week 2, Day 4 (BLM8).

•	Consider	prereading	and	discussing	this	week’s	read-aloud	selections	
with your English Language Learners. Stop during the reading 
to discuss vocabulary and check for understanding. (See the ELL 
vocabulary listed in the lessons.)
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Exploring Opinion Writing
In this lesson, the students:

• Hear and discuss opinion writing

• Think about what makes writing persuasive

• Write persuasively

• Respectfully consider the opinions of others

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y  T O  W R I T E

 Review Opinion Writing

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Remind 
the students that last week they began exploring opinion writing. 
They heard the books I Wanna Iguana and I Wanna New Room  
and they wrote “pretend” persuasive letters to their parents. Ask:

Q What are some things you learned last week about opinion writing?

Briefly review that an author uses persuasive writing when he or 
she wants to get readers to agree with an opinion the author cares 
about. Good persuasive writing tells the author’s opinion clearly and 
then gives several good reasons that support the opinion. Explain 
that this week the students will hear more opinion writing and 
spend time writing persuasively about things they care about.

 Read Part of Should We Have Pets? Aloud

Show the cover of Should We Have Pets? and read the title and the 
authors’ names aloud. Show the back cover of the book and read it 
aloud. Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What do you think this book is going to be about?

Materials
• Should We Have Pets?

• Copy of the excerpts from 
Should We Have Pets? for 
each student (BLM3–BLM6)

• “Conference Notes” record 
sheet for each student 
(BLM7)

Opinion Writing  Week 2 

Day 1
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Show the title page and the table of contents, and read a few of the 
chapter titles aloud. Then read page 4 aloud, clarifying vocabulary 
as you read.

Suggested Vocabulary

companion: friend (p. 4)

arguments: facts or reasons given to support an opinion (p. 4)

At the end of page 4, stop and ask:

Q Before you hear these students’ arguments for and against having 
pets, which side do you think you agree with? Why? [pause] Turn to 
your partner. 

Signal for the students’ attention. Skipping page 5,  read pages 6–15 
aloud, clarifying vocabulary as you read.

Suggested Vocabulary

vet: shorter way of saying “veterinarian,” an animal doctor (p. 7)

stray dog: dog without a home (p. 9)

elderly: older (p. 14)

nursing home: place where elderly or sick people can live and be taken 
care of (p. 14)

ELL Vocabulary
English Language Learners may benefit from discussing additional 
vocabulary, including:

homeless: without a home (p. 6)

starve to death: die from not having enough food (p. 6)

animal abuse: hurting or being mean to animals (p. 8)

expensive: costs a lot of money (p. 12)

 Discuss the Author’s Purpose

Briefly discuss the following questions. As students refer to parts of 
the text, turn to those pages and reread the relevant sentences aloud.

Q What do the authors want to convince us about in this book?

Teacher Note
You will skip pages 5, 24, and 25 

during this week’s read-aloud 

of Should We Have Pets? For an 

optional whole-class activity 

using the information on these 

pages, see the Extension at 

the end of Day 4 (page 46).
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Q What are some reasons the authors give to support the opinion 
that people [should/should not] have pets?

Q If you were going to write a page for this book, would you write  
an argument for or against having a pet? Why? [pause] Turn to 
your partner. 

Students might say:

“The authors want to convince us that it’s good or bad to have pets.”

“One reason for having pets is that lots of pets are homeless and 
need a home.”

“But some authors think people are mean to their pets and 
shouldn’t have them.”

“I would write a page saying that people should have pets 
because there are a lot of pets that need to see a vet.”

“I would write a page that says that people should not have pets 
because we should spend money on people, not on pets.”

Tell the students that you will read more from Should We Have 
Pets? tomorrow.  Explain that today you would like the students 
to try writing a page for the book that tells their own opinion. 
Show several pages from the book. Point out that each section 
is titled either “An Argument for Pets” or “An Argument Against 
Pets.” Point out the subtitle below each title. Explain that the 
subtitle (for example, “Good for the Animals” and “Pets Cost Too 
Much”) gives a clue to the main argument. Tell the students 
that you will give them copies of some pages from the book so 
they can follow this model when they write their own pages.

W R I T I N G  T I M E

 Write Independently

Ask the students to return to their seats. Distribute copies of the 
excerpts from Should We Have Pets? (BLM3–BLM6) and invite  
the students to use these pages as models when writing their  
own arguments for or against having pets. (However, encourage  
the students to come up with their own arguments to support  
their opinions.)

Teacher Note
You might write the phrases 

“An Argument for Pets” and 

“An Argument Against Pets” 

where all the students can see.
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Have the students work silently on their writing for 20–30 minutes. 
Join them in writing for a few minutes; then begin conferring with 
individual students.

T E A C H E R  C O N F E R E N C E  N O T E

Between now and the end of the unit, confer with individual 
students about their persuasive writing. Have each student 
tell you about and read his draft as you ask yourself the 
following questions:

• Is this student able to identify an opinion to write about?

• Does he state his opinion clearly early in the piece?

• Does he give a few reasons that support his opinion?

Support students’ thinking by asking them questions such as:

Q What is the opinion you are writing about?

Q What is one reason that you believe your opinion is right?

Q Do you clearly say what your opinion is in your piece? 
Where? If not, where can you put it?

Q What are some other reasons you can write to support  
your opinion?

Document your observations for each student using the 
“Conference Notes” record sheet (BLM7). Use the “Conference 
Notes” record sheets during conferences throughout this unit.

Signal to let the students know when writing time is over.

S H A R I N G  A N D  R E F L E C T I N G

 Briefly Share Writing and Reflect

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Have 
them bring their writing with them. Ask partners to talk briefly 
about what they wrote today. Alert them to be ready to share what 
their partner wrote about with the class.
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After allowing a moment for partners to share, signal for the 
students’ attention and ask:

Q What opinion did your partner write about today?

Q Do you and your partner agree or disagree with each other? Why? 
Turn to your partner and talk about this. 

Q How can you let your partner know that you respect his or her 
thinking, even though you might not agree with it?

Explain that the students will continue to write persuasively 
tomorrow.
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Exploring Opinion Writing
In this lesson, the students:

• Hear and discuss opinion writing

• Write persuasively

• Listen for statements of opinion

• Respectfully consider the opinions of others

• Use discussion prompts to agree and disagree

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y  T O  W R I T E

 Teach Discussion Prompts

Show the cover of Should We Have Pets? Remind the students that 
they heard part of this book yesterday and began writing their own 
pages for it. Point out that in this book, and in all persuasive writing, 
the authors express their own opinions. Explain that the authors 
know that some readers might disagree with them. Point out that 
in a writing community it is important for everyone to be able to 
express their opinions and talk about them in a caring way.

Direct the students’ attention to the charted discussion prompts 
and read them aloud: 

I agree with  because…

I disagree with  because…

In addition to what  said, I think…

Say the prompts aloud together. Explain that you would like the 
students to use the prompts during discussions today to help them 
agree and disagree in a caring way.

Materials
• Should We Have Pets? from 

Day 1

• Charted discussion prompts 
(see “Do Ahead” on page 26) 

• Chart titled “Opinions We Can 
Write About,” prepared ahead 
(see “Do Ahead” on page 26)

• Lined chart paper and 
a marker

• “I know you think…”  
and “I know you don’t 
think…” charts from Week 1

• “Conference Notes” record 
sheet for each student (BLM7)

Teacher Note
This lesson may take an extended 

class period.

Teacher Note
If you have already taught 

the discussion prompts this 

year, take this opportunity 

to review them and remind 

the students to use them.

Opinion Writing  Week 2 

Day 2
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Encourage the students to use the discussion prompts as they 
discuss and respond to the following questions:

Q Why might it be hard to express an opinion when you know people 
might disagree?

Q Do you think it’s better to let people know your opinion or keep it  
to yourself?

Students might say:

“It might be hard to express an opinion because your friends 
might laugh at you.”

“I agree with [Lenita] because it might be embarrassing if no one 
agrees with you.”

“In addition to what [Pierre] said, you might not want to say your 
opinion because people could get mad at you.”

“I think it’s better to keep your opinion to yourself if you think 
people will get mad at you.”

“I disagree with [Lexi] because sometimes it’s important for you 
to say what you think is right, even if people don’t agree.”

Encourage the students to continue to use the prompts during 
whole-class discussions today.

 Read More of Should We Have Pets? Aloud

Show the table of contents on page 3 of Should We Have Pets? Briefly 
review the titles of the chapters the students heard yesterday. 
Explain that they will hear more of the book today. Invite them to 
think as they listen about whether the information on these pages is 
making them keep or change their opinions about owning pets.

Read pages 16–23 aloud, clarifying vocabulary as you read.

Suggested Vocabulary

overbreeding: forcing animals to have more babies than is healthy (p. 16)

breeders: people who bring animals together so they have babies (p. 16)

abandoned: left alone (p. 17)

natural habitats: places where animals live as they do in nature (p. 20)

Teacher Note
If the students have difficulty 

answering these questions, 

suggest some ideas like those in 

the “Students might say” note.
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ELL Vocabulary
English Language Learners may benefit from discussing additional 
vocabulary, including:

blind: not able to see (p. 17)

deaf: not able to hear (p. 17)

deliver: bring something from one place to another (p. 19)

prowl: move very quietly (p. 21)

Stop at the end of page 23 and ask:

Q After hearing these students’ arguments for and against having pets, 
which side do you agree with? Why? [pause] Turn to your partner.

Signal for the students’ attention and have a few volunteers share 
their thinking with the class. Remind the students to use the 
discussion prompts. As students refer to parts of the book, be ready 
to show those pages and read relevant passages aloud.

Students might say:

“I think people should have pets because, like some of the kids in 
the book said, you can learn a lot from pets and it teaches you 
to be responsible.”

“I agree with [Paulo] because you can learn what pets eat and how 
they act. You can even watch them have their babies sometimes.”

“I disagree with [Paulo] because there are too many puppies and 
kittens already. Sometimes they can’t find homes and are left at 
the shelter.”

 Generate Opinions to Write About

Remind the students that people write persuasively when they have 
strong opinions about something. They want readers to agree with 
their opinion that something is good or bad or right or wrong. For 
example, in Should We Have Pets? some students believe that pet 
ownership is a good thing, both for the animals and the owners, while 
others believe that pet ownership is not a good thing. On the chart 
entitled “Opinions We Can Write About,” write the following sentences: 
Owning pets is a good thing and Owning pets is not a good thing.

Ask the students to pay attention as you write a few other opinions 
on the chart. Add a few sentences that reflect opinions that you hold.
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Opinions We Can Write About

- Owning pets is a good thing.

- Owning pets is not a good thing.

- I Wanna Iguana is the best book ever.

- Cherry tomatoes are delicious.

- Being mean to others is wrong.

- Sharing is important.

Use “Think, Pair, Share” to have partners first think about and  
then discuss:

Q What other opinions could you write about to get others to agree 
with you? [pause] Turn to your partner. 

Students might say:

“It’s not right to ignore people.”

“Snakes make good pets.”

“Four square is the most fun game at recess.”

“The best breakfast is pancakes.”

Signal for the students’ attention and have a few volunteers share 
their ideas with the class. As the students report ideas, record them 
on the chart.

 Write the Opening of a Shared Opinion Piece

Direct the students’ attention to a sheet of lined chart paper. Explain 
that you would like their help to begin writing a short persuasive 
piece using one of the ideas on the “Opinions We Can Write About” 
chart. Choose one idea from the chart and think aloud about an 
opening sentence that expresses that opinion. Write the sentence 
on the chart. Then ask:

Q What reason might we give to persuade our reader that [cherry 
tomatoes are delicious]? [pause] Turn to your partner. 

Teacher Note
When thinking aloud, you 

might say, “I want to write about 

why I think [cherry tomatoes 

are delicious]. For my opening 

sentence, I want to state my 

opinion clearly. I’ll write, [I think 

cherry tomatoes are delicious, and 

here are some reasons why].”
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Allow a few moments for partners to talk; then signal for the 
students’ attention. Have a few volunteers share their ideas. Use 
their suggestions to add one or two more sentences to the chart.

I think cherry tomatoes are delicious and here are 

some reasons why. They are juicy and sweet and have a 

beautiful color. Also, they come in interesting shapes, like 

round, long, or pear-shaped.

Explain that you would like all the students to try writing a new 
opinion piece today. Show the “Opinions We Can Write About” chart,  
as well as the “I know you think…” and “I know you don’t think…” 
charts from Week 1. Explain that the students may choose an idea 
from these charts or write about any opinion they wish. Remind 
them that they are writing to try to persuade their readers to agree 
with them.

W R I T I N G  T I M E

 Write Independently

Have the students work silently on their opinion pieces for 
20–30 minutes. Join them in writing for a few minutes; then 
confer with individual students.

T E A C H E R  C O N F E R E N C E  N O T E

Continue conferring with individual students about their 
opinion writing. Have each student tell you about and read 
her draft as you ask yourself the following questions:

• Is this student able to identify an opinion to write about?

• Does she state her opinion clearly early in the piece?

• Does she give a few reasons that support her opinion?

continues

Teacher Note
If the students have difficulty 

generating ideas for the persuasive 

piece, suggest some ideas like 

those in the diagram and ask:

Q What other reasons might  

we give?

Teacher Note
If you think the students will 

have trouble rereading the 

“I know you think…” and “I know 

you don’t think…” charts on 

their own, take a moment to 

reread the charts aloud before 

dismissing the students to write.
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T E A C H E R  C O N F E R E N C E  N O T E  continued

Support students’ thinking by asking them questions such as:

Q What is the opinion you are writing about?

Q What is one reason you believe your opinion is right?

Q Do you clearly say what your opinion is in your piece? 
Where? If not, where can you put it?

Q What are some other reasons you can write to support  
your opinion?

Document your observations for each student using the 
“Conference Notes” record sheet (BLM7).

Signal to let the students know when writing time is over.

S H A R I N G  A N D  R E F L E C T I N G

 Share Opening Sentences and Reflect

Explain that the students will each read their opening sentence 
aloud. Ask the students to listen carefully to one another’s sentences 
and to think about whether they can tell the author’s opinion from 
each sentence.

Go around the room and have the students each read their opening 
sentence aloud, without comment. When all have read, ask and 
briefly discuss:

Q What opinions did you hear?

Explain that the students will continue to write persuasively 
tomorrow.

Teacher Note
Save the charts used in today’s 

lesson for use on Days 3 and 4.
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Exploring Opinion Writing
In this lesson, the students:

• Discuss features of opinion writing

• Write persuasively

• Listen for reasons that support opinions

• Respectfully consider the opinions of others

• Use discussion prompts to agree and disagree

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y  T O  W R I T E

 Review Discussion Prompts

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Remind 
the students that they learned three discussion prompts yesterday 
to help them to agree and disagree with one another and to add to 
one another’s ideas. Point to the charted discussion prompts and 
read them aloud together. Remind the students to use the prompts 
when they participate in the discussion today.

Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What can you say or do to let someone know that you respect his 
or her opinion, even though you disagree?

Students might say:

“I could say ‘I respect your opinion, but I disagree.’”

“In addition to what [Eli] said, I think you could listen to that 
person and think about what he or she is saying.”

“I agree with [Marcia] because if you listen you might change 
your mind.”

Remind the students to keep these ideas in mind as they talk about 
their opinions today.

Materials
• Should We Have Pets? from 

Day 2

• Charted discussion prompts 
from Day 2

• “Opinions We Can Write 
About” chart from Day 2

• “I know you think…”  
and “I know you don’t 
think…” charts from Day 2

• “Conference Notes” record 
sheet for each student (BLM7)

Teacher Note
The discussion prompts are:

• “I agree with  

because…”

• “I disagree with  

because…”

• “In addition to what  

said, I think…”

Opinion Writing  Week 2 

Day 3
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 Read the Last Pages of Should We Have Pets? Aloud

Show pages 26–27 of Should We Have Pets? Tell the students that 
in the last pages of this book, the authors explain how they wrote 
the book. Explain that you will read these pages aloud. Invite the 
students to think as they listen about how this second-grade class’s 
writing process is similar to their own.

Read pages 26–28 aloud.

ELL Vocabulary
English Language Learners may benefit from discussing the 
following vocabulary:

headings: titles (p. 27)

photographer: person who takes photographs or pictures (p. 28)

At the end of the reading, ask and briefly discuss:

Q What did the second-graders in this book do that is similar to what 
you do when you write?

Students might say:

“They wrote arguments for and against having pets.”

“In addition to what [Steve] said, they revised their work.”

“I agree with [Sondra]. They also published their writing, which 
we do in our class.”

Explain that the students will publish some of their persuasive 
writing in a class book in the coming week. Point to items 7 and 8 on 
page 27 of the book and reread these aloud (“7. We added details to 
support our main idea. These were our first drafts. 8. We edited our 
own writing and then worked in pairs to edit each other’s work”). 
Point out that, like the students in this book, they will focus today 
on adding details to support their opinions. Explain that tomorrow 
they will work in pairs to help edit and revise each other’s writing.

 Add Reasons to Shared Opinion Piece

Direct the students’ attention to the shared opinion piece that you 
started yesterday. Reread the piece aloud and use the students’ 

Teacher Note
Reminder: You will skip pages 5, 

24, and 25 during this week’s 

read-aloud of Should We Have 

Pets? For an optional whole-class 

activity using the information on 

these pages, see the Extension at 

the end of this lesson (page 46). 
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suggestions to add a few more sentences. Stimulate the students’ 
thinking by asking them questions, such as:

Q A good opinion piece needs to give several good reasons to 
support the opinion. What other reasons might we give to 
persuade someone that [cherry tomatoes are delicious]?

Q Why might a reader feel that [cherry tomatoes are not delicious]? 
What can we say in our opinion piece that might change that 
reader’s mind?

Students might say:

“We can say that [cherry tomatoes are small so they make a 
healthy snack].”

“But someone who [doesn’t like cherry tomatoes] might say [they 
don’t like the taste].”

“So maybe we could write, [If you don’t like the taste, try them with 
a little salad dressing].”

 I think cherry tomatoes are delicious and here are 

some reasons why. They are juicy and sweet and have a 

beautiful color. Also, they come in interesting shapes, like 

round, long, or pear-shaped. Cherry tomatoes are small so 

they make a healthy snack. Don’t like the taste? Try them 

with a little salad dressing. You’ll like them in no time!

Explain that during writing time today, the students may continue 
writing the opinion piece they started yesterday, or they may 
begin a new piece. Encourage them to focus on writing several 
good reasons to support their opinion. Briefly review the “Opinions 
We Can Write About,” “I know you think…”, and “I know you don’t 
think…” charts, and remind the students that they may choose an 
idea from these charts if they wish.

Teacher Note
If the students have difficulty 

generating ideas for the opinion 

piece, suggest some ideas like 

those in the diagram and ask:

Q What other reasons might  

we give?
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W R I T I N G  T I M E

 Write Independently

Have the students work silently on their opinion pieces for 
20–30 minutes. Join them in writing for a few minutes; then  
confer with individual students.

T E A C H E R  C O N F E R E N C E  N O T E

Continue conferring with individual students about their 
opinion writing. Have each student tell you about and read 
his draft as you ask yourself the following questions:

• Is this student able to identify an opinion to write about?

• Does he state his opinion clearly early in the piece?

• Does he give several reasons that support his opinion?

Support students’ thinking by asking them questions such as:

Q What is the opinion you are writing about?

Q What is one reason that you believe your opinion is right?

Q Do you clearly say what your opinion is in your piece? 
Where? If not, where can you put it?

Q What are some other reasons you can write to support  
your opinion?

Document your observations for each student using the 
“Conference Notes” record sheet (BLM7).

Signal to let the students know when writing time is over.

S H A R I N G  A N D  R E F L E C T I N G

 Share One Reason and Reflect

Ask the students to reread the piece they wrote today and to 
underline one sentence that they think gives a good reason to 
support their opinion. Give them a moment to do this and then 
explain that each student will read his or her underlined sentence 
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aloud. Ask the students to listen carefully to their classmates’ 
sentences and to think about which ones make them curious. 

Go around the room and have the students each read their 
sentences aloud, without comment. When all the students have 
read their sentences, ask and briefly discuss:

Q What sentences did you hear that made you curious?

Q How did we do with using the discussion prompts during our class 
discussions today?

Q How are we doing with talking about our opinions in a respectful 
way? What can we do better?

Explain that the students will continue working on their persuasive 
pieces tomorrow.
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Exploring Opinion Writing
In this lesson, the students:

• Discuss features of opinion writing

• Write persuasively

• Write closing sentences for persuasive pieces

• Respectfully consider the opinions of others

• Use discussion prompts to agree and disagree

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y  T O  W R I T E

 Review Closing Sentences in Should We Have Pets?

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Explain 
that today the students will continue to discuss their opinions and 
write persuasively. Remind them to use the discussion prompts they 
learned to help them agree and disagree with one another and to 
add to one another’s ideas. Briefly review the discussion prompts. 

Show the cover of Should We Have Pets? Remind the students that 
they, like the students in the book, will revise and publish their 
persuasive writing in a class book. Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What have we learned so far from the authors of this book about 
what makes a good persuasive piece?

If necessary, remind the students that the authors state their 
opinions clearly early in each piece and give several reasons to 
support their opinions. Point out that many of them also include a 
good closing to their piece. Ask the students to listen as you read 
the closing sentences from several pages of the book.

Materials
• Should We Have Pets? from 

Day 3

• Charted discussion prompts 
from Day 3

• “Opinions We Can Write 
About” chart from Day 3

• “I know you think…” and 
“I know you don’t think…” 
charts from Day 3

• Copy of the “Class 
Assessment Record” sheet for 
Week 2, Day 4 (BLM8)

Teacher Note
The discussion prompts are:

• “I agree with  

because…”

• “I disagree with  

because…”

• “In addition to what  

said, I think…”

Opinion Writing  Week 2 

Day 4
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Show and read aloud the last paragraphs on pages 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 
17, and 19; then ask and briefly discuss:

Q What did you notice about these closing sentences?

Students might say:

“They remind you of the authors’ opinion—of what they want 
you to agree with.”

“In addition to what [Kevin] said, they all ask you to vote ‘yes’ or ‘no.’”

Explain that in persuasive writing authors often restate the opinion 
at the end of the piece. They use words like “this is why” and “for this 
reason” to remind readers of what the author wants them to agree 
with. Point out that in this book, the readers are asked to vote “yes” 
or “no,” but that it is not necessary to end all persuasive writing by 
asking for a vote.

 Write a Closing to the Shared Opinion Piece

Direct the students’ attention to the shared opinion piece that you 
wrote with the class this week. Reread the piece aloud, and ask:

Q How might we close our persuasive piece by reminding the reader 
of our opinion?

Students might say:

“We could say, [‘That’s why I think cherry tomatoes are so delicious’].”

“Or we could say, [‘For these reasons, I think cherry tomatoes are 
delicious. I hope you try them!’]”

Write one of the students’ suggestions on the chart to close  
the piece. 
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 I think cherry tomatoes are delicious and here are 

some reasons why. They are juicy and sweet and have a 

beautiful color. Also, they come in interesting shapes, like 

round, long, or pear-shaped. Cherry tomatoes are small 

so they make a healthy snack. Don’t like the taste? Try 

them with a little salad dressing. You’ll like them in no time! 

For these reasons, I think cherry tomatoes are delicious. 

I hope you try them!

Explain that during writing time today the students may continue 
working on an opinion piece they have started or they may begin a 
new piece. Encourage the students to focus on writing several good 
reasons to support their opinion and, additionally, to write a good 
closing for their piece. Briefly review the “Opinions We Can Write 
About,” “I know you think…” and “I know you don’t think…” charts. 
Remind the students that they may choose an idea from these 
charts if they wish.

W R I T I N G  T I M E

 Write Independently

Have the students work silently on their persuasive pieces for 
20–30 minutes. Join them in writing for a few minutes; then walk 
around and observe.

C L A S S  A S S E S S M E N T  N O T E

Observe the students as they work. Ask yourself:

• Are the students adding to their writing?

• Do they state their opinions clearly and give reasons to 
support their opinions?

continues

© Developmental Studies Center Grade 2, Being a Writer™ Genre Unit  45

Opinion Writing  Week 2  Day 4



C L A S S  A S S E S S M E N T  N O T E  continued

If students are having difficulty, support them by asking 
them questions, such as:

Q Do you clearly say what your opinion is in your piece? 
Where? If not, where can you put it?

Q What are some reasons you can write to support  
your opinion?

Record your observations on the “Class Assessment Record” 
sheet (BLM8).

Signal to let the students know when writing time is over.

S H A R I N G  A N D  R E F L E C T I N G

 Share Closing Sentence and Reflect

Explain that the students will each read their closing sentence 
(or sentences) aloud. Ask the students to listen carefully to their 
classmates’ sentences and to think about which ones make  
them curious.

Go around the room and have the students each read their closing 
sentences aloud, without comment. When all the students have 
read their sentences, ask and briefly discuss: 

Q What sentences did you hear that made you curious?

Q Why do you think it’s a good thing to know how to write persuasively?

Q How did we do with using the discussion prompts during our class 
discussions today?

Explain that the students will choose one of their opinion pieces to 
publish in the coming week.

Teacher Note
If necessary, remind the  

students to use the prompts 

during this discussion:

• “I agree with  

because…”

• “I disagree with  

because…”

• “In addition to what  

said, I think…”
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E X T E N S I O N

 Complete the Voting Activity in Should We Have Pets?

If the students are interested, have them judge the strength of 
the arguments in Should We Have Pets? by completing the voting 
activity described on page 5 of the book. Read page 5 aloud, and 
then distribute a copy of the following table (prepared ahead) to 
each student:

Arguments  
for Pets

Arguments  
Against Pets

Reread the book aloud, stopping at the end of each argument 
to have the students individually note whether they think the 
argument merits 3 points (strong), 2 points (okay), or 1 point 
(weak). Remind the students to write their points in the appropriate 
column. At the end of the reading, have each student add up the 
total points in each column and then share in pairs which column 
had the most points and which arguments they felt were strongest 
in the book.
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Week # Overview

Writing Focus

•	 Students	confer	about	their	opinion	pieces.

•	 Students	revise	their	writing	based	on	partner	feedback.

•	 Students	proofread	their	opinion	pieces	for	accuracy	and	correctness.

•	 Students	publish	their	opinion	pieces	for	the	class	and,	possibly,	for	a	
wider audience.

Social Focus

•	 Students	help	one	another	improve	their	writing.

•	 Students	express	interest	in	and	appreciation	for	one	another’s	writing.

•	 Students	respectfully	consider	the	opinions	of	others.

•	 Students	listen	respectfully	to	the	thinking	of	others	and	share	their	own.

D O  A H E A D

•	(Optional)	If	computers	are	available,	consider	having	some	students	
type and print their opinion pieces this week. You might also recruit 
parent volunteers to help them.

•	Prior	to	Day	1,	make	a	copy	of	the	“Class	Assessment	Record”	sheet	for	
Week 3, Day 1 (BLM9).

G E N R E :  O P I N I O N  W R I T I N GT E A C H E R  

A S  W R I T E R

“Look at what’s happening in 
this world. Every day there’s 
something exciting or disturbing 
to write about. With all that’s 
going on, how could I stop?” 
 — Gwendolyn Brooks

Select one of the opinion 
paragraphs you wrote 
in Week 2 and develop 
it into a persuasive essay 
by listing several reasons 
that support your opinion. 
Devote a paragraph to 
each reason, providing 
information or rationale to 
justify your opinion. When 
you finish, consider having 
a friend or colleague read 
it to give you feedback 
about whether or not they 
are persuaded by your 
essay, and to explain why.

Week 3
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Opinion Writing  Week 3 

Day 1

Selecting Opinion Pieces to Publish
In this lesson, the students:

• Review their opinion writing from the unit

• Select a piece to complete and publish

• Tell what more would persuade them about 
one another’s writing

• Give feedback in a helpful way

• Ask one another questions about their writing

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y  T O  W R I T E

 Review and Select Drafts to Publish

Have the students begin the lesson at their desks today. Review 
that during the past two weeks they heard persuasive writing and 
wrote persuasively. Explain that today they will each review all of 
the opinion pieces they wrote, and then select one to work on and 
publish in a class book of opinions.

Explain that the piece they select does not yet need to be finished. 
Encourage them to select a piece about an opinion they feel 
strongly about and that they think will be interesting for other 
students to read. Have the students take some time to reread their 
persuasive pieces in order to select one to work on and publish.

As the students review their work, circulate and observe. Support 
individual students by asking them questions such as:

Q Which piece is about an opinion you feel the most strongly about?

Q What more might you add to this piece to finish it?

After a few minutes, signal for the students’ attention.

Materials
• Copy of the “Class 

Assessment Record” sheet for 
Week 3, Day 1 (BLM9)

• (Optional) Computers 
for word processing (see 
“Do Ahead” on page 48)

• “Conference Notes” 
record sheet for each 
student (BLM7)
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 Confer in Pairs

Explain that each student will read his piece to his partner and 
partners will tell each other whether or not they are persuaded by 
the author’s opinion. If they are not persuaded, they will tell their 
partner why and help him come up with more arguments to include 
in the piece. You might model by having a student read her piece 
aloud to you. Tell the student whether you agree or disagree with 
her opinion and what she might add to persuade you. (For example, 
you might say, “[Alicia], you wrote about your opinion that [it’s 
wrong to keep animals in zoos]. I’m not sure I agree but I might 
agree if I understood more about [what living in a cage might feel 
like to an animal]. Can you include more about that in your piece?”)

Have partners read their pieces to each other. Then have them take 
turns telling each other whether they agree or disagree and what 
else they want to know to be persuaded.

C L A S S  A S S E S S M E N T  N O T E

Observe partners talking as they work. Ask yourself:

• Are partners listening carefully to each other’s writing?

• Do they give each other feedback about their writing?

• Are they interacting in a helpful and respectful way?

Make note of productive ways you see partners interacting, 
as well as any problems, to bring up during the discussion.

Record your observations on the copy of the “Class 
Assessment Record” sheet (BLM9).

After several minutes, signal for the students’ attention. Take a moment 
to mention some productive ways you saw partners interacting, as 
well as any problems you observed. Ask and briefly discuss:

Q If you and your partner had a problem with [not listening carefully 
to each other], what can you do next time so you can be more 
helpful to each other?

Q What is one thing your partner said that will help you revise  
your piece?

Teacher Note
Remind the students to use the 

discussion prompts when they 

talk in pairs.

• “I agree with  

because…”

• “I disagree with  

because…”

• “In addition to what  

said, I think…”
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Have several volunteers share their thinking with the class. Explain 
that during writing time today, the students will add to the 
persuasive pieces they selected to work on. Remind them to think 
about what more their partner wanted to know. If they finish, they 
may work on another piece of persuasive writing.

W R I T I N G  T I M E

 Work on Opinion Pieces

Have the students work silently on their opinion pieces for 
20–30 minutes. Join them in writing for a few minutes; then  
confer with individual students.

T E A C H E R  C O N F E R E N C E  N O T E

As in Week 2, confer with individual students about their 
persuasive writing. Have each student tell you about and 
read her draft as you ask yourself the following questions:

• Is this student able to identify an opinion to write about?

• Does she state her opinion clearly early in the piece?

• Does she give a couple different reasons that support 
her opinion?

Support students’ thinking by asking them questions such as:

Q What is the opinion you are writing about?

Q What is one reason that you believe your opinion is right?

Q Do you clearly say what your opinion is in your piece? 
Where? If not, where can you put it?

Q What are some other reasons you can write to support  
your opinion?

Document your observations for each student using the 
“Conference Notes” record sheet (BLM7).

Signal to let the students know when writing time is over.
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S H A R I N G  A N D  R E F L E C T I N G

 Share Sentences and Reflect

Explain that the students will each choose one sentence they 
particularly like from their persuasive piece to share with the class. 
Ask the students to quietly reread their writing and underline a 
sentence they like and that they think will interest their reader. 
Allow a moment for the students to choose; then go around the 
room and have each student read his underlined sentence aloud, 
without comment.

Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What did you hear that got you interested in someone else’s writing?

Q What questions do you want to ask [Otis] about what [he] wrote?

© Developmental Studies Center Grade 2, Being a Writer™ Genre Unit  52

Opinion Writing  Week 3  Day 1



Informal Proofreading
In this lesson, the students:

• Proofread their persuasive pieces for spelling

• Proofread their persuasive pieces for 
punctuation and capitalization

• Confer to make sure that their writing makes sense

• Give feedback in a helpful way

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y  T O  W R I T E

 Discuss Proofreading for Spelling

Have the students start the lesson at their seats today. Explain  
that they will work on the final version of their persuasive pieces. 
They will publish them by sharing them with the class from the 
Author’s Chair later in the week and by including them in a class 
book of opinions.

Explain that the students will want to make their writing as clear as 
possible so nothing gets in the way of convincing their readers of 
their opinions. Today they will proofread their drafts to make sure 
they have corrected all errors before publishing.

Have partners take out their persuasive pieces and their Student 
Writing Handbooks and sit together at desks. Ask the students to 
reread their persuasive pieces, circling any words they are unsure 
how to spell. Stop the students after a couple of minutes and ask:

Q What words have you circled so far?

Have several volunteers report the words they circled. Ask the 
students to open their Student Writing Handbooks to the word 
bank. Remind them that this section contains an alphabetical list of 
correctly spelled words that students their age might use. Ask them 

Materials
• Student Writing Handbooks

• Supply of lined paper for 
final versions

• (Optional) Computers for 
word processing

• “Conference Notes” 
record sheet for each 
student (BLM7)

Opinion Writing  Week 3 

Day 2
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to use the word bank to look up the first word they circled and, if the 
word is there, to correct the spelling in their draft, if needed.

Ask:

Q If the word does not appear in the word bank, what else might you 
do to check the correct spelling?

Students might say:

“I could ask someone at my table if they know how to spell it.”

“I could ask my partner.”

“I could ask you.”

“If I know where I read that word in a book, I can go look it  
up there.”

“I could look it up in a dictionary.”

Remind the students to add to the word bank any new words they 
learn how to spell by writing them on the blank lines under the 
appropriate letter.

Explain that during writing time today the students will finish 
writing their persuasive pieces, if they have not yet finished, and 
then check and correct the spelling in their piece. When they are 
sure that all their spelling is correct, they may begin publishing their 
piece on a clean sheet of lined paper.

W R I T I N G  T I M E

 Check Spelling

Have the students work on checking their spelling for 10–15 minutes. 
Provide lined paper to students who finish proofreading and 
are ready to begin their final versions. As they work, confer with 
individual students.

Teacher Note
If the students have difficulty 

looking up words in the word 

bank, take time to review 

dictionary skills with them. 

Write a word on the board and 

look up that word in the word 

bank together as a class. Repeat 

with other words, if necessary.
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T E A C H E R  C O N F E R E N C E  N O T E

Continue to confer with individual students about their 
persuasive writing. Have each student tell you about and 
read his draft as you ask yourself the following questions:

• Is this student able to identify an opinion to write about?

• Does he state his opinion clearly early in the piece?

• Does he give a couple different reasons that support  
his opinion?

Support students’ thinking by asking them questions such as:

Q What is the opinion you are writing about?

Q What is one reason that you believe your opinion is right?

Q Do you clearly say what your opinion is in your piece? 
Where? If not, where can you put it?

Q What are some other reasons you can write to support  
your opinion?

Document your observations for each student using the 
“Conference Notes” record sheet (BLM7).

 Read Aloud and Check Punctuation

Signal for the students’ attention. Explain that you would like the 
students to reread their pieces aloud (using soft voices) to make 
sure that they have used punctuation at the end of each sentence 
and capitalized the first letters of sentences. Remind them to 
capitalize all names as well.

Have the students reread to check their punctuation; then give 
them several more minutes to finish proofreading their drafts for 
punctuation and spelling.

Signal to let the students know when writing time is over.
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S H A R I N G  A N D  R E F L E C T I N G

 Briefly Reflect as a Class

Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What words did you check the spelling for today?

Q What words did you find in your word bank? How did you check on 
words that were not in the word bank?

Q What words did you capitalize? Why did you capitalize them?

Explain that tomorrow the students will work on their final versions 
for publication.
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Publishing
In this lesson, the students:

• Finish writing their final versions

• Present their writing from the Author’s Chair

• Express interest in and appreciation for one 
another’s writing

• Ask one another questions about their writing

• Respectfully consider the opinions of others

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y  T O  W R I T E

 Briefly Review

Have the students stay in their seats today. Explain that they will 
finish working on the final versions of their opinion pieces. Students 
who finish will begin sharing their pieces from the Author’s Chair 
after the writing time.

Write the following tasks on the board and read them aloud:

• Finish proofreading your draft using your word bank and 
proofreading notes.

• Finish writing the final version of your persuasive piece.

• Illustrate your piece, if you wish.

• Reread it to make sure it is free of errors.

• If you finish, work on any other piece of writing.

Have the students think quietly to themselves for a moment about 
the following question:

Q What do you need to work on today to be ready to share your 
opinion piece from the Author’s Chair?

Materials
• Supply of lined paper for 

final versions

• Supply of unlined paper  
for illustrations

• (Optional) Computers for 
word processing

• “Conference Notes” 
record sheet for each 
student (BLM7)

• Chair to use for  
Author’s Chair sharing

Opinion Writing  Week 3 

Day 3
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After a moment, have the students begin working independently.

W R I T I N G  T I M E

 Write Final Versions of Opinion Pieces

Distribute lined paper and have the students work on their  
final versions. Provide unlined paper to students who want to 
include illustrations with their piece. As they work, confer with 
individual students.

T E A C H E R  C O N F E R E N C E  N O T E

Continue to confer with individual students about their 
persuasive writing. Have each student tell you about and 
read her draft as you ask yourself the following questions:

• Is this student able to identify an opinion to write about?

• Does she state her opinion clearly early in the piece?

• Does she give a couple different reasons that support 
her opinion?

Support students’ thinking by asking them questions such as:

Q What is the opinion you are writing about?

Q What is one reason that you believe your opinion is right?

Q Do you clearly say what your opinion is in your piece? 
Where? If not, where can you put it?

Q What other reasons can you write to support your opinion?

Document your observations for each student using the 
“Conference Notes” record sheet (BLM7).

Signal to let the students know when writing time is over.

© Developmental Studies Center Grade 2, Being a Writer™ Genre Unit  58

Opinion Writing  Week 3  Day 3



S H A R I N G  A N D  R E F L E C T I N G

 Review Sharing Writing from the Author’s Chair

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing the Author’s 
Chair. Remind them of the procedure you have established for 
presenting writing from the Author’s Chair.

Before asking a student to share from the Author’s Chair today, 
discuss how the students will act, both as presenting authors and as 
members of the audience. Ask and discuss:

Q How will you let the author know that you’re interested in his  
or her piece? Why is it important to express interest in one 
another’s writing?

Q How will you show that you respect the author’s opinion, even  
if you disagree, and that you are carefully considering what he or 
she wrote?

Remind the students that the purpose of persuasive writing is to 
convince the reader of a particular opinion. Encourage them to 
think as they listen about whether they agree or disagree with 
the author’s opinion and whether the piece is convincing them to 
change their mind.

 Conduct Author’s Chair Sharing

Ask a student who has finished the final version of his or her 
persuasive piece to read it aloud from the Author’s Chair. At the end 
of the sharing, facilitate a discussion using questions like those that 
follow, and give the author an opportunity to respond to the class’s 
comments and questions:

Q What did you learn about [recycling] from hearing [Ellies’s] piece?

Q Do you agree or disagree with her opinion? Why?

Q Were you persuaded to change your mind after hearing [Ellie’s] 
piece? Why or why not?

Q What questions can we ask [Ellie] about what she wrote?
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Follow this procedure to have other students share from the 
Author’s Chair.

 Reflect on Audience Behavior During  
Author’s Chair Sharing

Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What did we do well as an audience today? What might we want 
to work on the next time authors share their work?

Q If you shared a piece today, did you feel that people were being 
respectful of your opinions and considering them carefully? Why  
or why not?

Explain that more students will get a chance to share their pieces 
from the Author’s Chair tomorrow.

Teacher Note
As the students share their 

pieces from the Author’s Chair, 

collect them to compile into a 

class book titled “Our Opinions.”
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Publishing
In this lesson, the students:

• Finish writing their final versions

• Present their writing from the Author’s Chair

• Express interest in and appreciation for one 
another’s writing

• Ask one another questions about their writing

• Respectfully consider the opinions of others

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y  T O  W R I T E

 Briefly Review

Explain that the students will stay in their seats today and continue 
to finish working on the final versions of their opinion pieces. Explain 
that after writing time, students who have finished their pieces will 
have an opportunity to share their pieces from the Author’s Chair.

Write the following tasks on the board and read them aloud:

• Finish proofreading your draft using your word bank and 
proofreading notes.

• Finish writing the final version of your persuasive piece.

• Illustrate your piece, if you wish.

• Reread it to make sure it is free of errors.

• If you finish, work on any other piece of writing.

Have the students think quietly to themselves for a moment about 
the following question:

Q What do you need to work on today to be ready to share your 
opinion piece from the Author’s Chair?

Materials
• Supply of lined paper for 

final versions

• Supply of unlined paper  
for illustrations

• (Optional) Computers for 
word processing

• “Conference Notes” record 
sheet for each student (BLM7)

• Chair to use for  
Author’s Chair sharing
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After a moment, have the students begin working independently.

W R I T I N G  T I M E

 Finish Final Versions of Opinion Pieces

Have the students work on finishing their opinion pieces, illustrating 
them if they wish. If they are finished, they may spend the remaining 
time writing anything they choose. When they seem to be working 
independently, confer with individual students.

T E A C H E R  C O N F E R E N C E  N O T E

Continue to confer with individual students about their 
persuasive writing. Have each student tell you about and 
read his draft as you ask yourself the following questions:

• Is this student able to identify an opinion to write about?

• Does he state his opinion clearly early in the piece?

• Does he give a couple different reasons that support  
his opinion?

Support students’ thinking by asking them questions such as:

Q What is the opinion you are writing about?

Q What is one reason that you believe your opinion is right?

Q Do you clearly say what your opinion is in your piece? 
Where? If not, where can you put it?

Q What other reasons can you write to support your opinion?

Document your observations for each student using the 
“Conference Notes” record sheet (BLM7).

Signal to let the students know when writing time is over.
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S H A R I N G  A N D  R E F L E C T I N G

 Gather for Author’s Chair Sharing

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing the Author’s 
Chair. Remind the students of the procedure you established for 
presenting writing from the Author’s Chair. Encourage them to 
think as they listen about whether they agree or disagree with the 
author’s opinion and whether the piece is convincing enough to 
change their mind.

 Conduct Author’s Chair Sharing

Have a student read his or her persuasive piece aloud from the 
Author’s Chair. At the end of the sharing, facilitate a discussion using 
questions like those that follow, and give the author an opportunity 
to respond to the class’s comments and questions:

Q What did you learn about [organic food] from hearing  
[Trevor’s] piece?

Q Do you agree or disagree with his opinion? Why?

Q Were you persuaded to change your mind after hearing  
[Trevor’s] piece? Why or why not?

Q What questions can we ask [Trevor] about what he wrote?

Follow this procedure to have other students share from the 
Author’s Chair.

 Reflect on Audience Behavior During  
Author’s Chair Sharing

Ask and briefly discuss:

Q How did we act as an audience today? What do we want to  
work on to be an even better audience the next time authors  
share their work?

Q What is something an audience member did that showed respect 
when you read your piece today?
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Assure the students that they will all get to share their published 
pieces from the Author’s Chair in the coming days. Explain that 
after all the pieces are read aloud, you will compile them into a class 
book called “Our Opinions.” Tell them that you will place the book in 
the class library so the students can read their classmates’ opinions 
during independent reading time.

E X T E N S I O N

 Publish Persuasive Writing Beyond the Classroom

If students are interested, help them identify and locate people  
and institutions they might send persuasive writing to. Consider 
school or community newspapers, people in official capacities, or 
websites or blogs. You can search for websites that publish student 
writing using the keywords “publishing student writing.” If the 
pieces are to be mailed, you might teach the students to write a 
brief cover letter to accompany them.

Teacher Note
If necessary, repeat today’s lesson 

for a few more days, or even 

another week, to give all of the 

students time to finish publishing 

their writing. Students who 

finish may begin a new piece of 

writing (persuasive or otherwise) 

or continue working on a piece 

of writing they started earlier.

Even if you decide to begin 

another genre unit immediately, 

continue to have the students 

share their persuasive pieces from 

the Author’s Chair until everyone 

has had a chance to do so.

Teacher Note
This is the last week of the unit. 

You will need to reassign partners 

before beginning the next unit
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Blackline 
Masters



Class Assessment RecordOpinion Writing   Week 1  Day 3

Observe the students and  
ask yourself:

All or most  
students

About half of  
the students

Only a few  
students

 Are the students able to complete 
the opening sentence with an idea 
they seem to care about?

 Can they give reasons that support 
their opinion?

Other observations:

Considerations:
If you notice many students struggling to start writing after 5–10 minutes, call for the class’s 
attention and have a few volunteers share what they have written so far; then have the students 
resume writing on their own.
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Class Assessment Record

Observe the students and  
ask yourself:

All or most  
students

About half of  
the students

Only a few  
students

 Are the students able to complete 
the opening sentence with an idea 
they seem to care about?

 Can they give reasons that support 
their opinion?

Other observations:

Considerations:
If you notice many students struggling to start writing after 5–10 minutes, call for the class’s 
attention and have a few volunteers share what they have written so far; then have the students 
resume writing on their own.
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Should We Have Pets? by Sylvia Lollis. Copyright © 2003 by Mondo Publishing. Used by permission.

Excerpt from Should We Have Pets? by Sylvia Lollis (pages 6–7)
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Should We Have Pets? by Sylvia Lollis. Copyright © 2003 by Mondo Publishing. Used by permission.

Excerpt from Should We Have Pets? by Sylvia Lollis (continued)
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Should We Have Pets? by Sylvia Lollis. Copyright © 2003 by Mondo Publishing. Used by permission.

Excerpt from Should We Have Pets? by Sylvia Lollis (pages 12–13)
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Should We Have Pets? by Sylvia Lollis. Copyright © 2003 by Mondo Publishing. Used by permission.

Excerpt from Should We Have Pets? by Sylvia Lollis (continued)
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Conference Notes
Student’s Name:

Date Observations Suggestions
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Observe the students and  
ask yourself:

All or most  
students

About half of  
the students

Only a few  
students

 Are the students adding to  
their writing?

 Do they state their opinions  
clearly and give reasons to  
support their opinions?

Other observations:

Considerations:
If you notice students having difficulty, support them by asking them questions, such as:

Q Do you clearly say what your opinion is in your piece? Where? If not, where can you put it?

Q What are some reasons you can write to support your opinion?
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Class Assessment Record

Observe the students and  
ask yourself:

All or most  
students

About half of  
the students

Only a few  
students

 Are partners listening carefully to 
each other’s writing?

 Do they give each other feedback 
about their writing?

 Are they interacting in a helpful 
and respectful way?

Other observations:

Considerations:
Make note of productive ways you see partners interacting, as well as any problems, to bring up 
during the discussion.
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