Planning for an Interactive Read Aloud

I’m a Caterpillar by Jean Marzolo
Grade Level: One
Genre: Narrative Nonfiction           Comprehension Skill: Draw Conclusions           Comprehension Strategy: Text Structure 

	Opening Conversation/ Creating Meaningful Learning (Creates the opportunity for all children to make a meaningful connection to the central idea/theme/topic of the text by accessing ‘what they know’.  We’ve all had a time…..  Think about ….  Provide scaffolds for differentiation.  Maybe it was… Maybe it was….) 

Make a picture in your mind of a caterpillar.  Now think about everything you know about caterpillars.  Maybe you know how a caterpillar turns into a butterfly.  Maybe you know what a caterpillar looks like.  Maybe you know how caterpillars move.  Now turn and tell the person next to you everything you know about caterpillars.


	Genre Set-Up and Connecting/Bridging Conversation (Prepares learners with a ‘mind-set’ for the type of book in the genre set-up and guides the reader in using what he/she already knows to better understand the text.) 

Today’s text is a piece of nonfiction.  A nonfiction text contains facts about a topic.  Today’s book is about the topic of caterpillars.  When we read books that are nonfiction, we need to get our brains ready to learn facts and information about a topic that is correct.  Sometimes we read about information we already know – we confirm our understanding.  Sometimes we read and learn additional/more information about a topic that we knew just a little bit about – we expand our knowledge.  And sometimes we learn that what we thought was scientifically correct is not – we clarify our understanding.  As we get ready to read I’m a Caterpillar, take a minute and remember all the things you and the person next to you talked about because it will ready you to learn more about today’s topic. 

Today’s book is a special type of nonfiction.  It’s a narrative nonfiction, which means the information is going to be told through the voice of the caterpillar.  The caterpillar is going to tell the reader about him/herself.  



	Vocabulary Set-Up (Provides deliberate pre-teaching  of two-three ‘tier 2 words’ (Beck, McKeown, Kucan) important to the meaning of the text by defining the word in a contextual way that allows learners to understand their meaning and then reconnecting the new word to the text being read.)

There are two words I want to talk to you about before we begin reading.  The first word is ‘twist’. Twist means to move, wiggle and turn.  We will read how the caterpillar twists its body to help shed its skin.  The second word is ‘awful’.  Awful means really bad.  When you don’t like the taste of something, you would say it tastes awful.  We will learn how a butterfly’s awful taste helps to protect it from being eaten.

  

	Explicit and Deliberate Instructional Stops (Engages the reader in active ‘meaning making’ during the reading of the text as the teacher describes/‘thinks aloud’ the metacognitive behaviors of visualizing, making inferences, stopping and restating, asking questions and/or making predictions he/she is using to process and make meaning of the text.)

p. ___   Stopping and Retelling 
As a careful reader, I want to remind myself that today’s text is nonfiction, meaning I’m going to learn facts and information even though it’s told by a caterpillar.  


	p. ___   Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences
When I read the last line, where the caterpillar says, “I’m done,” I ask myself, “Done with what?”  I know the caterpillar was eating and growing.  Then it says it needs no more food.  I think about those words and then tell myself it means the caterpillar has eaten all it needs because it has grown all it needs to grow.


	p. ___   Features on Nonfiction
When we read nonfiction, it’s important for us to not only read and think about the words but also the illustrations.  Together, they help us understand what we are reading.  The illustrations on this page help us understand how the caterpillar hangs from a stem and how the skin splits open.   




I’m a Caterpillar (continued) 
	p. ___   Visualizing 
Authors often tell us about scientific process in the order it happens.  As I am reading each thing that happens to the caterpillar, I make a picture of that event in my mind.  With each event the author describes, I add another picture to my mind movie about a caterpillar becoming a butterfly.  Doing this helps me remember all the important information.   


	p. ___   Stopping and Retelling 
The caterpillar has jut become a butterfly.  Before we continue reading, it’s really important we stop and make sure we understand the important information we’ve learned up to this point.  Careful readers go back and use the illustrations to remind themselves and restate the important information.  (Go back and guide learners in restating by prompting…) The author told us a caterpillar first…..  and then a caterpillar…. etc. 



	p. ___   Stopping and Retelling 

(Reread the first sentence and then say….) As careful readers, we now need to get our brains ready to learn information about butterflies.  And again, we want to be careful not to get fooled by the ‘I’.  The author is now telling the information through the voice of the butterfly.


	p. ___   Stopping and Retelling 

The author is now telling us important information about the butterfly.  As I read and think about the information I am learning about the butterfly, I am thinking about how different the butterfly is than the caterpillar.  I tell myself these differences.  The butterfly flies- the caterpillar crawls.  The butterfly’s mouth is like a straw enabling it to drink nectar – the caterpillar chews leaves.  Stopping to think about the information helps me better understand the topic.


	p. ___   Stopping and Retelling 

The author has just told us an interesting fact/detail about why birds don’t eat butterflies.  Remind yourself what we just learned.  Now turn and share this interesting detail with the person next to you.  


	p. 136   Stopping and Retelling  
I’m noticing the caterpillar’s life is like a circle.  The caterpillar’s life begins as an egg and the last thing in its life, now as a butterfly, is to lay new eggs.    


	p. ___   Features of Nonfiction 

(Point to the diagram.)   This is a sequential diagram that helps us, as the reader, better understand the life cycle of a caterpillar.   (Describe the sequence of a caterpillar’s life as you touch the different components of the diagram.)  There are eggs.  The eggs then open and turn into caterpillars. The caterpillars…. etc.


	Closing Conversation

Let’s go back and reference the pages in the book as we look at this sequential diagram.

 


Additional Instructional Scaffolds

	ELLs
	Preview the text with the ELLS learners focusing on key content vocabulary (skin, wings, flowers, nectar, eggs, fly) 

Use props and/or photos if available.

Pair ELLS students with fluent/advanced English speakers for turn and talks. 



	UDL
	Preview the text with the struggling learners focusing on key content vocabulary (skin, wings, flowers, nectar, eggs, fly) 

Use props and/or photos if available.

Place students near teacher for access to the pictures. 



	Extensions
	Have students complete additional research on caterpillars and butterflies.



