Planning for an Interactive Read Aloud 
Julius by Angela Johnson
Grade Level: Kindergarten
	Opening Conversation/ Creating Meaningful Learning (Creates the opportunity for all children to make a meaningful connection to the central idea/theme/topic of the text by accessing ‘what they know’.  We’ve all had a time…..  Think about ….  Provide scaffolds for differentiation.  Maybe it was… Maybe it was….) 

Think of a time you got a surprise or something you weren’t expecting.  Maybe someone gave you a new toy or book.  Maybe you got a letter in the mail.  Maybe somebody took you out to eat.  Maybe someone went on a trip and bought you something back.  Close your eyes and make a picture of the time you got that surprise.  Tell yourself what you are thinking.  Turn and tell the person next to you.  Show on your face how you felt when you got that surprise.  



	Connecting/Bridging Conversation (Guides the reader in using what he/she already knows/feel to better understand the characters(s)/story.  Remembering how you felt about ____will help you better….)  

Remembering how you felt when you got your surprise will help you understand how the character, Maya, in this story feels when she gets a surprise.

	Genre Set-Up (Prepares learners with a ‘mind-set’ for the type of book in the genre set-up.  “Today’s book is a _______.  When we read this type of book we need to get our brains ready to (state the features)…” 

The story we are going to read today is a piece of fiction, a made-up story.  This story, Julius, is a special type of fiction called an animal fantasy because the pig in the story, one of the main characters, acts like a person.  It’s important  we don’t get distracted by the things Julius, the pig, does.  They are things that people usually do.  

	Vocabulary Set-Up (Provides deliberate pre-teaching  of two-three ‘tier 2 words’ (Beck, McKeown, Kucan) important to the meaning of the text by defining the word in a contextual way that allows learners to understand their meaning and then reconnecting the new word to the text being read.)

There are two words I want you to think about when we read this book.  The first word is ‘mischief’.  When you make mischief, you do things you are not supposed to do.  You are naughty.  You will see in this story the pig, Julius, makes a lot of mischief.  The next word I want to talk to you about is ‘protect’.  When you protect someone, you keep them safe.  Think of a time when you were scared and someone kept you safe or protected you.  Julius, the pig, protects Maya from scary things at night.   

	Asking Questions About the Title and Cover Illustrations (Engages the reader in asking thoughtful wonderings about the text as they think about the title of the book and its cover.  As I think about the title and illustrations, I find that I am wondering….   These wondering make me want to read on…)   

Before I begin reading a book, I always read and think about the title and the cover illustrations and I find that I begin to wonder about the story.  As I read and think about the title Julius and the illustrations, I find I am wondering if one of these characters is Julius.  I’m also wondering why this girl is on the pig’s back.  These wonderings make me excited to open up the book and read.   



	Explicit and Deliberate Instructional Stops (Engages the reader in active ‘meaning making’ during the reading of the text as the teacher describes/‘thinks aloud’ the metacognitive behaviors of visualizing, making inferences, stopping and restating, asking questions and/or making predictions he/she is using to process and make meaning of the text.)

Pg. ____   Stopping and restating to remember important information
The author has just told us who these two people are.  As a good reader, I don’t want to turn the page until I am sure I know who these two characters are.  If I’m not sure I go back and reread.  (Go back and reread.)  On the count of three, (Point to Maya.) let’s all say who this character is.  (Point to Maya’s granddaddy.)  On the count of three, who is this character?  


Julius (continued)

	Pg. ____   Asking Questions
I bet like me you are wondering what might be in that crate.  These questions make us want to read on.  

	Pg. ____   Making Inferences 

I’m noticing that Maya is wondering what is in the crate just like we did.  Smart readers always think about what and how the characters are feeling.

	Pg. ____   Making Inferences

Although the author hasn’t told us, as smart readers we can infer/ figure out that even though Julius was getting into lots of mischief, Maya loved him and was so happy he was here.  

	Pg. ____   Vocabulary and Making Connections
Looking back at all the things Maya and Julius have done, we can see that Julius likes to make mischief, or get into things he shouldn’t.  (Go back and review Julius’ mischievous actions.  Guide learners in stating each actions by using the following prompt – on this page we learned how Julius…, and on this page we etc.)  As a smart thinker, I know that if I did those things in my house, I’d be in trouble for making mischief.   I use this understanding from my life to help me understand stories and characters better.  


	Pg. ____   Vocabulary
There’s that word protect.  We can tell by the picture that Maya is feeling scared when she sees that spider.  We can also see by the illustration that Julius is not scared.  Julius is protecting her from that spider.


	Closing Conversation 

As good readers we often finish a book and find ourselves thinking about what would happen next if the author continued writing the story.  Take a moment and think about everything that has happened so far in the story and use that information to help you predict what will happen next.  Close your eyes and make a picture of what you think Maya’s and Julius’ next adventure will be.  Turn and tell your neighbor.



Additional Instructional Scaffolds
	ELLS
	Pre-teach vocabulary – use the pictures to guide the scaffolding
Before reading the book, talk about the genre of fantasy within the context of Julius.

Pair with native English speaker for turn and talks.
After reading, create a character web for Maya.


	UDL
	Pre-teach vocabulary.
Before reading the book, talk about the genre of fantasy within the context of Julius.

Seat learners close to the teacher for access to pictures. 

Have follow-up conversations with students about the text.


	Extensions
	Have students write their own story about Julius’ next mischievous adventure.
Have students do an independent research project on pigs and/or Alaska.



