Planning for an Interactive Read Aloud


Encyclopedia Brown and the Case of the Slippery Salamander

Grade Level: Fourth
Genre:  Realistic Fiction           Comprehension Skill: Plot      Comprehension Strategy:  Prior Knowledge
	Opening Conversation/ Creating Meaningful Learning – Think about a time you solved a mystery – when you were trying to figure out who did something - cleaned up the mess, returned your homework, ate the last cookie.  Or maybe it was a time you couldn’t find something and you figured out where you had left it. Go back and retrace the steps you took to solve the situation. Turn to the person next to you and share your story.  



	Connecting/Bridging Conversation and Genre Set-Up- Today’s selection is a realistic fiction.  As with all types of fiction. It’s important for us to pay close attention to the characters, the setting and the order in which things happen in the story.  Realistic fiction tells about people and events that aren’t real, but could be.  We use what we already know about people and the world to understand realistic fiction.  So, as you read today’s selection, a realistic mystery, remember to use what you already know about solving mysteries to help you better understand this story.  


	Vocabulary Set-Up - Before we read today’s selection there are three words I want to talk about.  They are all synonyms for the feeling of being confused and uncertain.  They are ‘baffled’, ‘stumped’ and ‘perplexed’.   Sometimes there’s a challenge question at the end of a test that might cause you to feel confused, baffled, stumped and/or perplexed.  In today’s text, Chief Brown becomes baffled, stumped, and perplexed in his effort to solve the case.  


	Asking Questions About the Title and Cover Illustrations Before I begin reading a book, I always read and think about the title and the cover illustrations and I find that I begin to wonder about the story.  As I read and think about the title Encyclopedia Brown and the Case of the Slippery Salamander as well as the illustration, I find I am wondering whether the boy will be able to solve the case.  What are you wondering?  Our questions/wonderings get us excited to read the story.  



	Explicit and Deliberate Instructional Stops 
(p. ____) It’s important for us, as careful readers, to stop and monitor our understanding before we continue reading.  We need to tell ourselves what we’ve read so far.  If we find ourselves confused or not sure about something we just read, it’s important for us to go back and reread the section.  I know the characters are Chief Brown, his wife and their son.  I know the son’s name is Leroy, nicknamed Encyclopedia because people felt his brain was filled with more facts than a reference book.  I know that the story is set in Idaville and for more than a year no one had gotten away with breaking a law.  But I’m confused about who solved all these crimes.  So, I’m going to go back and reread this section. (Go back and reread.)  Now that I’ve reread the section, I now understand it’s Encyclopedia and that the Brown’s are keeping the secret of his amazing talent as a crime-solver a secret.  I take this information with me as I continue reading.   

Stopping, Monitoring and Restating
(end of 3rd paragraph of p. _____) There’s the word ‘stumped’ – feeling confused, uncertain, perplexed.

Vocabulary

 (after 4th paragraph on p. _____)  When reading mysteries, it’s important to pay attention to all the information related to the case.  We just learned that something was stolen from the aquarium.  This makes me wonder what was stolen and who stole it.  These questions/wonderings make me want to continue reading.  Let’s read on to see what we learn.  
Stopping, Monitoring and Restating. Asking Questions




Encyclopedia Brown and the Case of the Slippery Salamander (continued) 

	(p. ____) It’s important as careful readers to stop and monitor our understanding before we continue reading.  Remind yourself who the characters are and what you know about them.  Now turn to the person next to you and monitor each other’s understanding.

Stopping, Monitoring and Restating 
(p. ____) Before we continue reading, let’s stop and summarize what we’ve read so far.  We know when reading fiction it’s important to pay attention to the plot – the problem, the rising action, the climax and the resolution.  So far we know a salamander has been stolen and that Mr. Brown, the chief of police is trying to find the thief.  We’ve also learned that Chief Brown has been questioning the workers at the aquarium and discussing what he learns with his family.  Let’s read on and pay careful attention to the rising action, the events in the story.   
Stopping, Monitoring and Restating. Plot

(end of 1st paragraph of p. ____) There’s the word ‘baffled’ – feeling confused, uncertain, perplexed.

Vocabulary

(p. ____) I bet, like me, you are predicting what it is that Encyclopedia Brown has just figured out.  Use what you know about the story and your prior knowledge, as we always do, when reading realistic fiction and make a prediction.  Turn to the person next to you and share your prediction.  Smart readers take their predictions with them as they continue reading.  

Making Predictions

(after 1st paragraph on p. _____)  If that wasn’t your prediction, that’s okay – but your job now is to change your prediction to match this author’s story.  

Repairing Misunderstandings
Closing Conversation- We talked earlier about the importance when reading fiction of paying careful attention to the plot – the problem, the rising action, the climax and the resolution.  Think about each of these components of a plot in today’s selection.  Turn to the person next to you and share and compare your thinking.    



Additional Instructional Scaffolds

	ELLs
	Review the genre of a mystery. 

Create a word web for mysteries
Review the elements of plot and identify them in the selection.  Use a graphic organizer as a visual scaffold.   



	UDL

	Review the genre of a mystery. 

Discuss why his family was tempted to tell the world about Encyclopedia’s amazing talent but didn’t want to boast.  


	Extensions
	Read other Encyclopedia Brown mystery.  

Write an Encyclopedia Brown type mystery.  
Write a news article about the Case of the Slippery Salamander.


