
Strategies 
 to Provide Differentiated Instruction 

for English Language Learners 
 
 
 

Scheduling:
1. Chunk instruction into shorter segments to allow for monitored breaks. 
2. Expand assignments over a longer period. 
3. Extend wait time for oral and written participation and response. 
4. Plan most challenging tasks and subjects earlier in the day or period - or other 
best time for student. 

 
 
Setting:
1. Seat ELL close to speaker, screen or reader. 
2. Dedicate support staff to work with ELL in addition to classroom teacher. 
3. Provide small-group instruction.. 
4. Pair or group ELL with “buddies” who will assist with modeling and explaining 
tasks. 
5. Work one-on-one with student. 

 
 
Equipment/Materials:
1. Introduce and develop new vocabulary visually to the lower level students by 
using a picture dictionary and other visual aids. 
2. Use bilingual dictionaries during reading and writing assignments in order to 
clarify meaning when possible. 
3. Use leveled texts or adapt texts by shortening or simplifying language to make 
the content more accessible. 
4. Use technology and multimedia (e.g., software such as Inspiration, books on 
tape, etc.) and graphic organizers. 



Presentation:
1. Provide ample repetition of language and tasks:  repeat, restate, rephrase, review, 
reread. 
2. Keep explanations and directions brief and concise - focus on key concepts and 
vocabulary. 
3. Highlight and explicitly teach key vocabulary needed to accomplish the assigned 
task. 
4. Enhance oral presentations with nonverbal (e.g. visual) and written support, 
graphic organizers, and modeling. 
5. Allow students time to check and discuss understanding of directions and 
materia with peers. 
6. Present material through multiple, diverse modes, using audio-visual and other 
technology. (e.g. audio-books) 

 
 
Response:
1.Encourage and allow for non-verbal responses such as pointing, nodding, 
pictures, manipulatives, and graphic organizers. 
2. Adjust expectations for language output (e.g. student speaks on words and 
phrases, simple present tense statements.)  
3. Allow shortened responses. 
4.  Require fewer assignments (focus on the quality of a reduced number of 
instructional objectives.) 
5. Pair ELLs with strong speakers and writers (buddies.) 
6. Encourage “buddies” to take a dictated response during pair work requiring 
explanations of concepts that ELLs can better express orally. 
7. Allow ELLs to dictate responses into a tape-recorder as evidence of completion 
of assigned written work. 
 
   
 


