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Activating Prior Knowledge
Thinking about what you already know about the topic, author, or title.
[bookmark: 1]Watch a Video About This Strategy
Video Link
Suzanne Clewell
"Activating prior knowledge is something that we do naturally as adult readers, as mature readers. We always relate what we're reading to something we know. As a matter of fact when we read we really have to think about those connections. Sometimes students don’t access their background knowledge because they never think that it's important or if they don’t have the background knowledge the teacher doesn’t have an opportunity to really build that background knowledge."
"If a student were reading about let's say Zeus and Greece and those first games on Mt. Olympus maybe the Olympics would never come to mind. But if there were a brief discussion in class about what the Olympics were, and most students can recall seeing at least one Olympics, that knowledge would help that student to understand the passage."
"So it's finding out if the students have the background knowledge. Then if they don't being able to expose them to some information that's going to help them to be able to think about those connections with what they're reading."
[bookmark: 2]When Can It Be Used?
Before, during, and after reading.
[bookmark: 3]What You Can Do to Support This Strategy:
Choose materials that support this strategy. To help students activate prior knowledge, use texts that contain familiar content

Ask questions such as these to begin a reading assignment:
· What do I already know about?
· Have any of you ever experienced?
· What have you read before about?
Use a Preview Guide based on the assignment to help students start to explore their opinions or knowledge on as topic.
A K-W-H-L Chart can help students organize their thoughts before they begin reading. They should concentrate on completing the first three columns of the chart.
Brainstorm with your students about the topics or ideas in a reading assignment, using a graphic organizer such as this one.
[bookmark: 4]Find Out More
Critical Issue: Building on Prior Knowledge and Meaningful Student Contexts/Cultures
NcREL’s page of rich information and links to exemplary sources on the web about activating prior knowledge.
Prior Knowledge: Activating the ‘Known,’ a step-by-step lesson plan in activating prior knowledge
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