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	Name of Project:

	Weathering the Storm

	Duration: 


	4 weeks

	Subject/Course:
	Weather/Science
	 Teacher(s): 
	Grade Level:
	2nd

	Other Subject Areas to Be Included, if any:
	English/Language Arts


	

	Project Idea

Summary of the issue, challenge, investigation, scenario, or problem:
	The state of South Carolina has the potential for various types of severe weather, i.e. hurricanes, thunderstorms, tornadoes, hailstorms and possibly blizzards.  Students need to know what conditions cause these types of severe weather and how to keep themselves safe.

	Driving Question
	How can we, as meteorologist, teach others about severe weather conditions, and ways to keep safe if it happens?

	CCSS to be taught and assessed:
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.7 Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.9 Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.5 With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification.



	Additional Standards to be taught and assessed:
	Science

2-3.1 Explain the effects of moving air as it interacts with objects. 

2-3.2 Recall weather terminology (including temperature, wind direction, wind speed, and precipitation as rain, snow, sleet, and hail). 

2-3.3 Illustrate the weather conditions of different seasons. 

2-3.4 Carry out procedures to measure and record daily weather conditions (including temperature, precipitation amounts, wind speed as measured on the Beaufort scale, and wind direction as measured with a windsock or wind vane). 

2-3.5 Use pictorial weather symbols to record observable sky conditions. 

2-3.6 Identify safety precautions that one should take during severe weather conditions.


	

	21st Century Competencies to be taught and assessed:
	Collaboration:
· Accepts shared responsibility for the work for the group; helps improve the quality of the work and understanding of other members

· Respects the ideas, opinions, abilities, values, and feelings of other group members

· Works well with diverse group members

· Encourages group cohesion by using conflict management strategies
	X
	Creativity & Innovation  
	X

	
	Communication (Oral Presentation)

· Organizes ideas and develops content appropriate to audience and situations

· Uses effective oral presentation skills

· Creates media/visual aides that enhance content and delivery

· Responds to questions appropriately
	X
	Other:
	

	
	Critical Thinking

· Gathers pertinent information from a variety of sources; evaluates the quality of information (sources, validity, bias)
	X
	
	

	

	Major Products & Performances
	Group:


	Google presentation 
	Presentation Audience

 Presentation Audience:

 

    Class

  School 


	
	
	
	X
	Class – Kindergarten classes

	
	
	
	
	School

	
	
	
	
	Community

	
	Individual:
	Pamphlets or Google Draw
	X
	Experts – WLTX meteorologist

	
	
	
	
	Web – Google Drive

	
	
	
	
	Other:
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	Entry Event to

launch inquiry

and engage students:
	 TTW divide the students into 4 heterogeneous groups.  TSW will rotate through 4 different stations to explore various types of severe weather.  TSW comment on the last slide of the Voice Thread using Chromebooks. TSW create pictures of various storms using puzzles and write a written response. TSW watch Natural Disasters on Brain Pop and take the easy quiz on the desktops.  TSW read The Storm (Reading A-Z) and use the discussion questions for a literature circle.


	Assessments
	Formative Assessments

(During Project)
	Quizzes/Tests
	
	Practice Presentations
	X

	
	
	Journal/Learning Log (science notebooks)
	X
	Notes
	

	
	
	Preliminary Plans/Outlines/Prototypes
	
	Checklists
	x


	
	
	Rough Drafts
	X
	Concept Maps
	

	
	
	Online Tests/Exams
	
	Other:
	

	
	Summative Assessments

(End of Project)
	Written Product(s), with rubric: (no rubric)
Class created Big Book on Thunderstorms

	X
	Other Product(s) or Performance(s), with
rubric: Individual Google Draw
	X

	
	
	Oral Presentation, with rubric (no rubric)
	X
	Peer Evaluation


	

	
	
	Multiple Choice/Short Answer Test 
	
	Self-Evaluation


	

	
	
	Essay Test


	
	Other:


	

	

	Resources Needed
	On-site people, facilities:
	Media center, Media Specialist, computer lab, Instructional Technology Specialist

	
	Equipment:
	Chromebooks, Smartboard, desktop computers

	
	Materials:
	Poster board, science notebooks, non-fiction text, markers, paper, pencils, FOSS Air and Weather Kit

	
	Community resources:
	Local television meteorologist

	

	Reflection Methods
	(Individual, Group, and/or Whole Class)


	Journal/Learning Log


	
	Focus Group


	

	
	
	Whole-Class Discussion


	x

	Fishbowl Discussion


	

	
	
	Survey


	
	Other:
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