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Writing

Your Own 

Mystery!
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The Parts of a Story
The three main parts of a story are the CHARACTER, the SETTING, and the PLOT. 
These three elements work together to hold your reader's interest. 
  
  CHARACTER: A person, animal or imaginary creature in your story. There are usually one or two main characters. There can be many secondary characters too. Make your characters interesting so that they hold your reader's interest. 
  
  SETTING: This is where your story takes place. The setting is a time - the future, the past, or now. The setting is also the place - on the moon, in Chicago, at the Whitehouse. The setting is an important part of your story. 
  
  PLOT: The plot of your story tells the actions and events that take place in your story. Your plot should have a beginning, middle and an end. The plot tells the events of your story in a logical order. 
???Elements of Mystery Writing??? 
· Introduce a story thread. Plan your beginning and end. 

· Plan for the unexpected. Give your readers a roller coaster ride. Have ups and downs. Put the element of suspense on the very first page. If you can, start the novel in the middle of the story. 

· Make your readers feel weather. Use weather to create suspense and to reflect your character's emotions. 

· Use foreshadowing-which are subtle clues which register on your reader's minds without their noticing. 

· Have your main character make a mistake causing great problems for himself or herself. If your reader is aware of this mistake, it will increase the suspense. 

· Throw suspicion on one of your main characters. Make your readers change their minds about your characters. Leave them wondering. 

· Have cliff hangers. This means that you begin action and then interrupt the telling by putting in some other part of the novel before returning to the main action. 
Let's Get Started.................Need Some Help??
    One way to start a mystery story is to use writing prompts or story starters. In this page we will supply you with some characters, plots, and writing prompts to help get you started on your own mystery. 
Characters
Very tall, long nose with a broad chin and dark hair 
Short, long blonde hair, dark green eyes and a big chin 
About 6’2’’and balding hair with blue eyes and long arms 
Medium height, black skin, dark hair cut short and a beard 
Big, muscular with a shaved head and a mean look 
Tall, with a broad nose and a chin that sticks out 
Very short, with long curly hair and a warm smile 
 
Plot Ideas
Your character is looking for the perfect present 
Your character wants to ruin a painter's picture 
Your character is sick and needs a rare medicine 
Your character is found dead in a room 
Your character needs money to pay for college 
Your character is running for office and wants to be sure he will win 
Suspense Writing Prompts
It was a strange night, there seemed to be a chill in the air... 
As soon as I arrived, I could sense that something was out of place... 
One night, I looked out the window and I saw the neighbor... 
I was reading a book when I looked up. There in the window I saw... 
I decided to go for an evening stroll.  I walked about three blocks when I felt it... 
They would have been fine if they hadn't stopped for the stranger... 
Everyone avoided the big old mansion. It was believed to have... 
They said she was able to utter a few words before she died... 
Something is drastically wrong! Every time I pick up the telephone... 
  

  
Rubric

_____/5- Title

_____/60-Elements of a Story (Mystery)---ALL of them
_____/5-Flow of Story

_____/10-Catchy Beginning

_____/20-Grammar & Mechanics (3 mistakes=1 point)
______/100-Total
Comments:
???Mystery Story Checklist???
Reread your story. What do you need to do to make it better? Check the sentences that describe your story.  In what category do you fit?
	Loud and Clear!
	Sounding Stronger
	Turn Up the Volume

	The beginning introduces my characters and setting. 
	I could help my readers by telling more at the beginning. 
	The beginning is confusing. 

	Details show when and where the story takes place. 
	The setting is blurry. Specific details would help. 
	I don't describe the setting at all. 
 

	My characters seem real. Dialogue shows how they think, act, and feel.
	My characters seem flat. I need more details and dialogue. 
	The characters don't seem real. There isn't any dialogue. 

	The plot has a conflict, a climax, and a resolution. 
	The mystery is developed but never resolved. 
	What's the conflict? Many events are unnecessary. 

	I chose one point of view and stuck with it. 
	I change point of view once or twice. 
	My point of view wanders. Who's narrating the story? 

	My language creates a definite mood that suits my story. 
	My voice is not strong, and so the mood is not clear. 
	The story is flat and has no mood at all. 
 

	My ending resolves the mystery in a satisfying way. 
	My ending resolves the mystery but is not believable. 
	My ending doesn't resolve the conflict. 
 

	There are very few mistakes in grammar, spelling, or punctuation. 
	Mistakes sometimes make the story hard to read. 
	Many mistakes make the story very difficult to follow. 



 
Peer Edit
Title_____________________
Elements of a Story (Mystery)---ALL of them

Suspense-Red_______________________
Weather- Blue______________________
Foreshadowing-Green_______________
Mistake- Purple____________________
Suspicion- Yellow___________________
Cliffhanger- Pink____________________
Flow of Story______________________
Catchy Beginning______________________
Grammar & Mechanics (3 mistakes=1 point)-________________________
Comments:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
