
ERROR MONITORING STRATEGY 
 

Purpose 
 
The Error Monitoring Strategy is a technique used to help students develop proofreading skills and 
improve basic writing skills. The final goal is self-monitoring with independent use of the 
strategy. 

Steps in the Error Monitoring Strategy 

1. Write a draft of a composition on every other line. 

2. Write COPS on the top of the page. 

3. Read through the composition once for each type of error you are trying to locate, marking 
each error with a colored pencil. When you have checked the entire composition for a specific 
type of error, check off the cue letter on the top of the page. 

4. Optional: Ask someone to double-check your paper. 

5. Look up spelling words; ask for help with corrections. 

6. Recopy composition neatly. Use every line. 

7. Reread and proofread. 
 
Mnemonic 

Cue Error        Correction
C = CAPITALS      Write over error. 
O = OVERALL APPEARANCE 

Fragments & Run-ons Line out and write new sentence above. 
Paragraph indent    
Margins     Draw lines down the side of page. 
Note marks, rips 

P = PUNCTUATION     Circle each incorrect mark or position for omitted marks. 
S = SPELLING      Write SP above word. 

 
Procedure 

Introduce Error Monitoring 
1. Explain to the student that if he/she is able to identify the errors in compositions, his/her 

papers will be better and his/her grades will improve. 

2. Administer a pretest, using a copy of a handwritten sample passage, in which the student is 
asked to mark any errors found. Show the student the percentage of errors the student 
identified and the percentage he/she did not identify. 

3. Explain that you will teach the student a strategy that will help with proofreading. Make sure 
he/she understands why proofreading is necessary. 

4. Obtain a commitment from the student to learn the strategy. 

5. Describe the steps in the strategy. 
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Model the Strategy 
1. Have available a short composition, written on every other line, with a variety of errors in 

capitalization, punctuation, paragraph indentations, margins, spelling, and sentence 
construction. 

2. Using the cue card, model the steps and think aloud. 

Provide Guided Practice 
For practice, use copies of a variety of prepared handwritten passages, on which the student just 
marks and corrects the errors. 

1. Have the student memorize COPS, the type of error each letter represents, and the proofing 
mark.  If needed, provide a cue card. 

2. Have the student practice the Error Monitoring Strategy on passages starting at the student's 
independent reading level, moving up to more advanced levels.  Mastery at each level is 80%. 

Independent Practice 
When the student has attained 80% mastery on passages slightly higher than his/her own writing 
level, have the student use COPS on his/her own writing. At this point, include Step 7: Reread and 
Proofread. 

Posttest and Commitment to Generalize 
1. When the student is familiar with the procedure and is using it well in the student’s own 

writing, give a posttest similar to the pretest.  

2. With the student, compare the posttest with the pretest results. Ask the student to tell you what 
he/she has learned. 

3. Explain the importance of generalization and obtain the student's commitment to use the 
strategy in the classroom and at home. 

4. Give the student a cue card to remind him/her of the basic steps. 

Promote Generalization 
1. Talk with the student's other teachers. Ask them to remind the student to use Error Monitoring 

and, if needed, to provide a cue card. 

2. Possibly, offer to teach Error Monitoring to the student’s entire class or to the teacher. 

3. Collect the student's writing from other classes to see if he/she is using the strategy. Provide 
incentives to do so. 

CUE CARD 
C = CAPITALS   First word in each sentence 

Names of people & places 
Dates 

O = OVERALL        Fragments or run-on sentences 
APPEARANCE  Paragraph indent 

Margins 
Marks, rips 

P = PUNCTUATION      Ends of sentences marked 
Commas 

S = SPELLING   Correct 
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Adaptation 
 

For students who need to have skills more clearly delineated, you may use the acronym SH! 
COPS! 
 

Cue Error         Correction
S = SENTENCE      Line out and write new sentence above it. 
H = HANDWRITING     Underline poorly written or illegible words. 
C = CAPITALS      Write over error. 
O = OVERALL APPEARANCE 
        Paragraph indent   
        Margins     Draw lines down the side of page. 

Note marks, rips 
P = PUNCTUATION     Circle each incorrect/omitted mark. 
S = SPELLING      Write SP above word. 

CUE CARD:  SH! COPS! 
 
S = SENTENCES       Fragments & run-ons 
H = HANDWRITING   Neat 
C = CAPITALS   First word in each sentence 
       Names of people & places 

Dates 
O = OVERALL        Paragraph indent 

 APPEARANCE  Margins 
       Marks, rips 
P = PUNCTUATION      Ends of sentences marked 
       Commas used 
S = SPELLING   Correct 
P = PUNCTUATION Circle each incorrect/omitted  

mark. 

 
 
 

 

 

Adapted from:  

Schumaker, J. B., Deshler, D. D., Alley, G. R., Warner, M. M. Clark, F .L., & Nolan, S. (1982). 
Error monitoring: A learning strategy for improving adolescent performance. In W. M. 
Cruickshank & J. Lerner (Eds.), Best of ACLD: Vol. 3 (pp. 170-182). Syracuse, NY: Syracuse 
University Press; Schumaker, J. B., Deshler, D. D., Nolan, S., Clark, F. L., Alley, G. R., & 
Warner, M. M. (1981). Error monitoring: A learning strategy for improving academic 
performance of LD adolescents (Research Report No. 32). Lawrence, KS: University of Kansas 
Institute for Research in Learning Disabilities. 

Mather, N., & Jaffe, L. (2002). Woodcock-Johnson III: Reports, Recommendations, and Strategies. New York: John Wiley & Sons. 


