
Smarter Balanced is a state-led consortium developing next-generation assessments aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards in English language arts/literacy and mathematics. Using computer adaptive technology, the new assessments 
will give parents, teachers, and policymakers better tools and information to track student progress toward college and 
career readiness. 

Since its inception, Smarter Balanced has met key milestones toward the on-time launch of a comprehensive assessment 
system in the 2014–15 school year. Learn more at SmarterBalanced.org and follow us on Twitter @SmarterBalanced.

Key Accomplishments
u      Conducted tryouts of assessment items, the test interface, 

and accessibility options in thousands of schools. 

u      Developed technology requirements and tools for schools and 
districts to estimate hardware and bandwidth needs.

u      Released online practice tests in grades 3-8 and 11 to 
help teachers, students, and parents learn more about the 
assessments.

u      Developed accessibility options and accommodations tools in 
collaboration with experts in instruction for English language 
learners and students with disabilities.

u      Approved a sustainable business model and established 
pricing parameters that ensure most member states will pay 
less than they do for assessments today.

Field Test in 2014 
u      Beginning in March 2014, a large-scale 

Field Test will present all assessment 
items to students across member states.

u      The Field Test will gather information 
necessary for final evaluation of  
item quality. 

u      Results from the Field Test will inform 
preliminary achievement standards.
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Educator Driven Resources and 
Professional Development Tools 
u      Smarter Balanced is more than year-end tests. The 

assessment system includes a Digital Library of 
tools for ongoing classroom-based assessment to 
help teachers understand student needs and tailor 
instruction.

u      To identify and evaluate materials for the Digital 
Library, Governing States formed State Networks 
of Educators made up of K-12 teachers and higher 
education faculty.

u      State Networks are working together to ensure that 
the assessment tools and practices housed in the 
Digital Library represent only the highest-quality 
resources for educators in Smarter Balanced states.
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Timeline
 Fall/Winter 2011: Content specifications developed to ensure assessments align with the Common Core State 
Standards

 Spring 2012: Technology Readiness Tool available to assist states with transition to online assessments

 Spring/Summer 2012: Teachers help write Pilot Test items and performance tasks, review for alignment with 
CCSS, and check for bias/sensitivity

 Winter/Spring 2013: Pilot Test of summative and interim assessment items and performance tasks

 Spring/Summer 2013: Teachers and contractors develop summative and interim assessment items and 
performance tasks

 Summer/Fall 2013: State Networks of Educators evaluate formative assessment practices and instructional 
resources; professional development cadres meet

 Spring 2014: Field Test of summative and interim assessment items and performance tasks

Summer 2014: Educators from across the Consortium recommend performance standards for adoption by 
member states.

 2014-15 School Year: Implementation of assessment system and launch of digital library

July 23, 2013 
The new standards and the 
Smarter Balanced assessments 
will “challenge educators to teach 
strategies for research, inquiry and 
literacy (reading, writing, speaking, 
listening) that will allow students 
to graduate from high school 
possessing critical-thinking and 
problem-solving strategies indicative 
of career and college readiness.”
—  Micah Lauer, middle school teacher from 

Idaho, a Smarter Balanced Governing State


