
Conflict with Nature!
Student Age: 
Middle School, Intermediate ELL, but could be adapted to various grades and levels.
Language objective: 
Students will develop speaking and listening skills as they share personal stories; they will develop reading and writing skills as they write and then read their own words. 
Curriculum objective:  
Students will define and identify external and internal conflicts as they tell/write their own stories about conflicts they have had with nature.  This lesson will also prepare students to apply external and internal conflict to literature and a class novel.
Differentiated instruction: 
Dramatic play; visuals, graphic organizers; group work, individual work.
Materials needed:
Photos and/or use internet to show examples of conflicts with nature.
Paper for story writing, or handout (see writing paper attached) or paper for illustrated booklet.

Anticipatory guide: 
Teacher shows a picture depicting a situation he/she has encountered with an animal or with nature (weather, earthquake, etc.)  Share story from memory, giving interesting detail and use an applicable photo if possible. The more bizarre story the better (kids love that), but keeping it to a real life experience is more powerful. Include feelings and any internal conflict felt.  

Activate Prior knowledge: Ask students to think of some of their own experiences with nature.  Brainstorm some ideas on the board, (dogs, snakes, birds, rain/snowstorms, etc.)
Then have students brainstorm a list of their own conflicts they have had with nature on their own paper; tell them they will have a chance to share one of their stories later.
Direct Instruction: 
Write on board: External/Internal conflict- what is a conflict?  (take ideas) Anytime someone or something gets in the way of what a person wants, it is called an external conflict, (what was the external conflict in my story?)   In almost every story, there is a main character who wants something, but some external force gets in their way. 
So, what do you think internal conflict means?  (take suggestions) Internal conflict is a struggle that goes on in a person’s mind when he/she has two ideas or views that clash, or is faced with a challenge or decision.  It can stir strong emotions such as frustration, fear or anxiety.

USING DRAMATIC PLAY SCENARIOS:  Ask for volunteers to act out this scenario: Let's consider a boy (or girl-student volunteer) that wants to go to store, but something happens: maybe his bike gets a flat tire (pantomime), or he is caught in a storm.  Whatever outside force that gets in his way is considered an external conflict.  Let’s say that somehow he solves this problem, and then when this boy gets to the store, he has to decide what to buy with his five dollars- should he buy a toy or some candy? (pantomime)  Should he obey his mom and get something healthy, or what he really wants -some junk food?  Should he spend it all, or save some?  What kind of conflicts are these?  (Remember, internal conflicts are the choices or troubles that go on in our heads.)  Maybe on the way home, this boy also sees a big dog.  (volunteer pantomime)  He becomes afraid that the dog might bite him or make him wreck on his bike.  This also is an internal conflict, at least until the dog does something. What other conflicts might happen to this boy?   Write responses on board and list under external or internal conflict. 

Listening/speaking:  
Ask students to share with students next to them (groups of 3 or 4)  a story of their own that involves an external conflict with nature or an animal, preferably one  they have experienced, or  one they have heard from a  member of their family.  These do not have to be crazy experiences; they can be anything from camping out to a skunk in their backyard.  But, the more interesting, the better.  Walk around to make sure conversations are happening; if students can't think of anything, ask them some questions to stir a memory. 

When all have shared, ask them to decide in their groups on one of their stories to share with the class.  Then ask those few students share their story with the class, if they are willing.  If they would like, they could have one of the other students in the group tell their story with the class.  Discuss what internal conflicts were involved as well in each experience.

Writing:  
Now, have students write their own story on their paper.  As modeled by the teacher’s shared experience, ask them to give interesting detail and include feelings and any internal conflict felt.   
Some students may need help writing their stories; this could be accomplished by working with teachers or peer groups.  The transcriber should write the story as the student relates it but may help them by asking questions to clarify and aid in basic sentence structure.  This is similar to Language Experience Approach.  A definition of this method can be found at: http://www.cal.org/caela/esl_resources/digests/lea.html.

Reading  
Students could now read their own stories to themselves/teacher/others. Depending on their language level, someone could read it to them while they follow along, or have them read their own and help them when needed.  This will give them experience in reading in English. Where the story is their own, they will be able to predict many words. This assignment could also be used to help them with their writing skills.  The teacher could give suggestions on how to improve their paper.  For the students that are willing, they could pass their stories around in small groups and read each other's stories.  Students at different levels of acquisition can help each other in the writing/reading process. 

Closure: 
Explain to the students that reading their own stories can strengthen their English language skills.  Encourage them to take their stories home and read them to their families.

Optional activity:  Beginning English students could make their own picture books, writing about their experience at their individual level, illustrating it, then sharing what they can in groups.

Assessment:  
Teachers can informally assess students’ responses in the prior knowledge discussion, and as they monitor group work. More formal assessment includes their writing skills in their initial and revised paper, and then assessment -and assistance- as they read their written stories.
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Conflict with Nature!
                                                                               
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
	
Wait! Where’s everyone going?
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
	
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

What is the external conflict in your story? 

______________________________________________________________________

What was the internal conflict in your mind, and how did you resolve it?  

 ______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

