Grade 6

Name ____________________________     Date _______________

It’s vacation time!  Your family is planning a weekend away and it’s your job to figure out how much it will cost for the weekend.  You will calculate some expenses and create a budget worksheet of the amount of money necessary for a two day and three night weekend trip.  You will be leaving Friday evening and returning home on Sunday night (June 27-29, 2014). You will have a budget of $1000 for the weekend. Knowing how many will be traveling and where and what you are going to do are factors you need to keep in mind as you plan. 
Calculating and budgeting the costs of travel, before you travel, is important since travel costs can end up much higher than anticipated.   What are some of these costs and how are they calculated? 

  

Travel - Includes transportation by car, train, airplane, bus, taxi.  For travel costs, you must calculate the cost your travel to each of your location(s) and back home.  You will be traveling by car for this trip. 

  

Hotel - Housing costs.  This is usually a per night charge.  If multiple people are staying in the same room, then costs are less.  If you are staying somewhere 2 days and 3 nights, then multiply 3 times the rate per night. 

  

Meals - Eating out every day can add up pretty quickly.  Breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks in between.  Calculate average cost per meal, multiply times meals per day, and multiply that number by number of days on the trip. 

  

Other Expenses - Tours, entertainment, admission tickets, parking fees. 

  

Other Travel Costs - Taxis, parking fees, rental cars, other incidental expenses. You also must consider expenses that would be “unplanned.”   Money you may need to spend which may come up based on what you are doing or choices you make at the last minute.
[image: image1.wmf]It’s time to start planning your trip! 

Decisions…Decisions…
Where do you want to go?  You will be traveling by car, have 3 nights and 2 days for your trip.  Think about some places/attractions within driving distance (most likely less than 6 hours away—more than that will take up too much of your time) that you would like to visit.  You do not need to spend all of your time in one place, you can absolutely travel from one destination to another within your time frame.  

Write a short essay (2 paragraphs) describing where you are planning on going and why it is you want to spend a weekend there.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
[image: image2.wmf]
Some sources and tips to consider when planning your trip….

For hotel prices, look at:

(Remember…3 nights)

www.hotels.com
www.kayak.com
www.travelocity.com
The distance you will need to travel:

(Remember: calculate the distance from each city to city and back home)

www.travelmath.com
Average gas prices: (Search New York and then use 11710)
www.gasbuddy.com
Average miles per gallon for your vehicle: (use Highway MPG)

www.mpgbuddy.com
Admission/Parking cost for attractions:

www.yahoo.com
www.bing.com
Toll Calculator (New York):

www.thruway.ny.gov/travelers/tolls/calc/index.html

How to calculate costs of components of your trip….
Hotels:  Use the websites as guides.  Search several websites to find hotels in the area of where you plan to stay.  You can choose a hotel by the price...keep in mind your budget when planning.  Check the rates for hotels very close to your planned activity and a bit further away, you may be surprised by cost differences.  Make sure you choose a room(s) that will accommodate your whole family.

Fuel:  This is where the math comes in…You will need to first calculate the distance of your entire trip, there and back.  Use the websites, it will make it easier.  Once you have a total distance, you can begin to calculate your fuel cost.
Assume that the car you are traveling in has an 18 gallon gas tank.  You will need to calculate how many miles per gallon your car will travel.  
EXAMPLE: 

Total trip miles:  480
Amount needed to fill up ONE gas tank: 18   x    $3.67   =     $66.06

 




   (gallons gas tank holds)    (average gas price/gallon)      (total cost for 1 tank of gas)
(Use www.mpgbuddy.com to find out how many MPG (miles per gallon for your car))
If the car travels 22 MPG:      18        x      22    =   396 (approx how many miles you can travel)




  (gallons gas tank holds)
         (miles per gallon)

          on one tank of gas 
Number of “gas fill ups” needed:  2 (You will need more than 1 tank of gas to go 480 miles)
Number of gas fill ups x price of one full tank of gas:  2 x 66.06 = $132.12  

Total Distance of Travel:  calculate the distance to each location and back home.  ADD the number of miles for each segment to find the total.
Attractions/Activities:  Make sure to include pricing for all people in your family traveling with you.  

Food: Think of the types of meals that your family likes to eat.  Use online and parent sources to get an estimate of the prices of food/drinks that your family may incur during your trip.
Friday’s Planned Expenses

Travel: 

Gas:   __________________

Tolls: __________________
Meals:

Dinner:  _______________

Snacks: ________________
Hotel: ___________
Entertainment/Activity: _____________
(Admissions, Parking, Souvenirs)

Extra money for any “unplanned” expenses: ____________
Notes:
Saturday’s Planned Expenses

Travel: 

Gas (if necessary):   __________________


Tolls: __________________

Meals:


Breakfast:  _______________


Lunch:
   _______________

Dinner:  _______________


Snacks/Drinks: ________________

Hotel: ___________

Entertainment/Activity: _____________

(Admissions, Parking, Souvenirs)

Extra money for any “unplanned” expenses: ____________

Notes:

Sunday’s Planned Expenses

Travel: 

Gas:   __________________


Tolls: __________________

Meals:


Breakfast:  _____________

Lunch:
   _______________

Dinner:  _______________


Snacks: ________________

Hotel: ___________

Entertainment/Activity: _____________

(Admissions, Parking, Souvenirs)

Extra money for any “unplanned” expenses: ____________

Notes:

TOTAL WEEKEND VACATION BUDGET SUMMARY SHEET
Total Budget for Hotel:  _______________________

Total Budget for Gas:_________________________

Total Budget for Tolls:  _______________________

Total Budget for Food:  _______________________
Total for Admission/Parking:  ___________________

TOTAL TRIP BUDGET:  _______________________

To see how much extra money you have left over, subtract your total budget from $1000.  You may even plan more fun and exciting activities!!
Name ______________________________________   Date ____________

Self-Evaluation Form
Activity ______________________________________

This activity was  ( HARD    EASY ) to complete because ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The part of the activity that I did best was ________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I could have done a better job if ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The mathematics I used was ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After completing the activity, I felt ____________________________ because ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I would rate my work on the activity as ( EXCELLENT     GOOD     FAIR      POOR) because ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IT’S VACATION TIME !! 
[image: image3.wmf]
Name _______________________________

