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College Composition - Analytical & Textual Analysis Essays 
Evaluation Criteria 


 
 
Introduction (10 points): Introduces the focus of the essay with a clear thesis. Establishes the 
pattern of organization the essay intends to follow.  
  
Highly effective Effective Needs Work  Complete Revision 
 
 
 
Organization (20 points): Follows the organizational pattern established in the introduction. 
Explains relationship of details and examples to the thesis. Provides logical transitions among 
coherent parts. The essay flows smoothly and the discussion is easy to follow.  Shows evidence 
of revision.  
 
Highly effective Effective Needs Work  Complete Revision 
 
 
 
Content (20 points): Establishes credibility with the reader by demonstrating an interest in the 
topic, by directing the discussion with your own ideas and observations, and by using the active 
voice. Presents sufficient information and relevant examples to support the analysis.  
 
Highly effective Effective Needs Work  Complete Revision 
 
 
 
Source Material (20 points): Sources are appropriate for the topic and enhance or support the 
analysis. Source material is integrated smoothly and its relevance to the topic is clearly 
explained. MLA style is correctly used to identify and document source material within the essay 
and to complete the Works Cited List.  
  
Highly effective Effective Needs Work  Review texts and class notes  
 
 
 
Conclusion (10 points):  Summarizes the analysis and supports the thesis. Answers the 
question: What are the findings of the analysis and why are they important? 
 
Highly effective Effective Needs Work  Complete Revision 
 
 
 
Rules of the language (20 points): Sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and word 
usage is correct and appropriate. Spelling is correct. Subject and verb are in agreement. Other 
generally accepted rules of the language have been applied correctly. 
 
No Errors Few errors  Needs Work  Needs a major Proofread 








April 30, 2006


'ORACLE BONES,' BY PETER HESSLER


Review by JONATHAN SPENCE


HOW can one catch today's China in words? It is a country in constant motion, defying the laws of


economic gravity, reaching out insistently around the world for raw materials to fuel its growth, eating up


its land and its past, enticing outsiders to help it achieve new levels of wealth and power, opening up class


fissures that were thought to be closed, testing the limits of rapid urban growth while giving its people


chances for self-exploration and intellectual transformation they have not known for over half a century.


Fortunately, Peter Hessler has not been dismayed by the challenge. Instead, after teaching English and


freelancing as a journalist, he decided to give up the world of deadlines and throw himself into this


boisterous hurly-burly of noise and images as the Beijing correspondent for The New Yorker. Serenely


confident, he has a marvelous sense of the intonations and gestures that give life to the moment; he knows


when to join in the action and when simply to wait for things to happen. Today's China could have been


made for him. If you don't believe me, dip into the chapters in "Oracle Bones" called "Starch" and "Wonton


Western," which focus on the worlds of industry in Manchuria and film-making on the edge of the Tarim


Basin. You will be hooked.


Hessler must have spent a good deal of mental energy developing a structure for his book, determined to


strike an aesthetic balance between the personal lives of the individual Chinese whose stories he tells and


the physical and historical spaces they inhabit. He achieved this by constructing a narrative scaffolding


some readers may initially find distracting. But rest assured: everything soon falls into place.


What you might call the horizontal level is provided by 24 chapters covering Hessler's experiences in China


from May 1999 (when the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade was bombed by American planes during NATO's


intervention in the Balkans) to June 2002 (when Hessler, on a return trip to the United States, visited two


elderly Chinese scholars at a retirement home in Reston, Va.). Intersecting these modern chapters are 13


others, the vertical shafts that Hessler calls "Artifacts" since each is related to events deep in China's past —


or to those who excavate and study that past.


The "oracle bones" of Hessler's title, found in profusion in and around the ancient city of Anyang, date from


the second millennium B.C. and are incised with divination texts written in the first known form of what we


now call Chinese. When the diviners applied searing heat to the bones — many were in fact the flat lower


carapace of tortoises — the surfaces cracked, yielding patterns that predicted the chance of success for a


given enterprise. Though the inscriptions are often brief and fragmentary, they are a source of passionate


interest to scholars, both Chinese and Western. They also provide a rich metaphor for the search for


meaning in China's past — and for prognostications about its future. In these separate "Archives" chapters,


Hessler plays elaborate and intriguing games with the possibilities of the bones: with the scholars who have
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excavated and interpreted them and with the Chinese written language as it developed from these


beginnings.


Elsewhere, Hessler offers unexpected views of the West. Particularly chilling is a vivid portrait of hostility


to the United States, in part due to the Belgrade bombing and the downing of an American spy plane two


years later, that spilled out in the days after 9/11, when China was flooded with doctored DVD's of the


wrecked twin towers and the damaged Pentagon, interspersed with clips from miscellaneous Hollywood


disaster films and vignettes of American leaders uttering random, often unintelligible, pronouncements.


A good part of the modern story line is provided by the coming-of-age of three of Hessler's Chinese


students from his language-teaching days in Sichuan Province in the late 1990's (the subject of his first


book, "River Town"), conveyed through their letters and their occasional meetings. Written in an English


that is idiomatic and frank with just occasional slips of usage or spelling, the students' letters are entrancing


and genuinely moving. ("My parents and relatives all wanted to introduce girlfriends to me," one of his


former student wrote. "So they introduced one and one, but the one and one passed me and didn't become


my wife.") The students provide an absorbing view of the difficulties faced by young Chinese from remote


provinces as they try to find decent jobs in the sweatshops and the sleazily managed schools of boom areas


like Shenzhen or Wenzhou. Their new world is fiercely competitive: through their eyes, Hessler shows us


the difficulties of maintaining honesty in the cutthroat system of present-day China. Their stories also


contain intriguing subsidiary characters like the radio-show call-in hostesses, often from rural backgrounds


themselves, whose sympathy and common-sense advice play a crucial role in boosting the morale of


hundreds of thousands of migrants.


Appearing at intervals in various locales is another figure who also provides narrative continuity: a


middle-aged Uighur from Xinjiang Province whom Hessler calls Polat, to prevent him from being identified


by the authorities in either China or the United States. Polat and Hessler became friends in the spring of


1999 in a Uighur restaurant in Beijing, after Polat defended Hessler against Chinese diners angered by the


Belgrade bombing. The Uighurs, many of whom are Muslim and have distinctly un-Chinese features, have


been designated as one of the state's official "minority peoples." Some are also separatists and support the


East Turkestan Islamic Movement, which the Chinese government eventually persuaded the United States


to designate a terrorist organization.


Though Polat does not seem to have had terrorist contacts, he operated a host of illegal commercial


activities, including black-market money-changing. He and Hessler, both stuck in grubby and unattractive


lodgings, used to meet at a restaurant in the former Russian section of Beijing for beer and dumplings and


to talk about the world. Some time later, a Chinese "visa consultant" created a fictitious identity for Polat,


which enabled him to obtain a visa and enter the United States. After a brief stopover in Oklahoma, he


moved to Washington, D.C., and found a job delivering takeout Asian food. His is an astonishing story, full


of racial tensions, finely told — and not one to inspire readers who are security-conscious.


Demonstrating his versatility, Hessler intersperses Polat's story and those of his other Chinese


acquaintances with accounts of the different archaeologists who featured in the hunt for and decipherment


of the oracle bones. Here too there are dark ripples, some of them circling out from the death of one of


China's finest scholars, Chen Mengjia, who was denounced as a "Rightist" in 1957 and committed suicide


during the Cultural Revolution. At least one of those who denounced him is still living, and in a rare burst
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of moralistic posturing, Hessler confronts him, pushing him to make a confession of regret.


Hessler is surely right about the echoes that still vibrate from China's unvarnished past. The bones, like the


country, need endless deciphering. But as an 80-year-old Chinese scholar, who suffered humiliations of his


own, says to Hessler, there is little point in trying to settle old scores. "The things that people said and wrote


in those days don't count," he explains. "The ones who criticized me the harshest, I hardly remember them.


I don't hate them."


The bones, like the lives of China's people, can swirl into unexpected conjunctions.


Jonathan Spence teaches modern Chinese history at Yale. Among his books are "The Death of Woman


Wang" and "The Search for Modern China." He is currently writing a book on the fall of the Ming


dynasty.


Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company
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Jason Di Giulio 
 
Argument Essay: Author’s Purpose 
  
Discerning the Purpose and Bias of Hessler’ Nonfiction about China 
 
Content Area(s): English / Composition 
This plan is used as part of the Argument Essay unit of ENG120: College Composition at 
Canaan Memorial High School and White Mountains Community College  
 
Estimated length of lesson  
1 -2 80 minute blocks for discussions and textual evidence analysis 
1 block for draft review and feedback 
  
Lesson Theme and Topic 
Students will read Hessler’s Oracle Bones and Country Driving 
  
 Statement of the broad theme of global education to which your specific lesson topic  is related, 
and why you chose them, indicating their relevance to students 
Students in ENG120 study nonfiction essays and articles of varied lengths on many topics.  In 
the argument essay unit, students have analyzed several smaller works to determine the 
constructive components, essential elements, and central arguments in order to better prepare 
themselves for writing.  Unlike the formulaic essays of previous school year expectations, 
students in College Composition are expected to write with skill and subtlety.  The sophisticated 
nature of compositional requirements are built upon foundations of study and practice.  In this 
part of the unit, students will study longer works about China and Hessler’s interpretation and 
presentation of it. 
 
Students are expected to have read  Hessler before class begins. 
 
This sequence of study is at the ending third of the Argument Essay unit. 
 
CC Standards and Objectives 
 


Text Complexity 
10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 


and poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range. 


By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
 
Key Ideas and Detail 







5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her 
exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and 
engaging. 


6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness 
or beauty of the text. 
 
 Comprehension and Collaboration 


1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on 


others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
• Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 


study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other 
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 


thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
• Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, 


set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed. 
• Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 


reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or 
issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 


conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 
• Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 


and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and 
determine what additional information or 


research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
 Writing Types and Purposes 


 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 


 Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  


 Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each 
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 


 Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 


 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending 
to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 


 Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented. 


 
Central Question and Global Discussion 







 Spence noted, “How can one catch today's China in words? It is a country in constant 
motion, defying the laws of economic gravity, reaching out insistently around the world for raw 
materials to fuel its growth, eating up its land and its past, enticing outsiders to help it achieve 
new levels of wealth and power, opening up class fissures that were thought to be closed, 
testing the limits of rapid urban growth while giving its people chances for self-exploration and 
intellectual transformation they have not known for over half a century” (see attached NY Times 
book review).  
  
Assessment 


Students will complete an Argument Essay where they present the author’s argument 
and bias.  See attached WMCC rubric for Argument Essay. 
 
Instructional Strategies and Activities 
 


1.  Collaboration:  Reflect on the central question and discuss the book review.  What 
elements/statements made by the reviewer resonate?  Are any of them accurate?  
Discuss your reactions and thoughts with small group and note page numbers of the 
textual evidence to which you refer.  Share notes and thoughts for feedback and 
guidance.  Is your evidence convincing?  Organize textual evidence to support an 
original, concise focus/thesis statement about Hessler’s nonfiction.  (RI.11 – 12, RL.11-
12, W.11-12).  20 - 30 minutes. 


2. Discuss the concept of China’s present as an “Echo of its distant past.”  What evidence 
in Hessler exists for this assertion? 10 minutes. 


3. Analyze Hessler’s view and presentation of China’s past as expressed in Oracle Bones 
and Country Driving.  Organize textual evidence to support a concise focus statement 
(RI.11 – 12.2, W.11-12.1). 10 – 20 minutes. 


4. Is it helpful or misleading to define Chinese culture based upon these two extended 
metaphors/analogies?  What did Hessler seem to intend (W.11-12.1, SL.11 – 12.4).  10 
– 20 minutes. 


5. In small groups, discuss Hessler’s structure and purpose. 
 
 


 
  
 
  
   





