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Teacher Name: Grade Level:  3 Date: Materials/Technology 
 Document 

Camera 
 LCD Projector 
 Inter Write Pad 
 Desktop 

computers 
 Laptop 

computers 
 Overhead 

projector 
 Overhead 

transparency 
 Television/DVD 
 Classroom 

Library 
 Media center 
 Content Texts 
 ESL Texts 
 Educational 

Software 

Sensory Supports 
 Realia 
 Manipulatives 
 Pictures/Photos 
 Illustrations 
 Magazines & 

Newspapers 
 Physical 

activities 
 Video/film 
 Broadcasts 
 Models or other 

visual displays 
 Cartoons 
 Audio 
 Songs/chants 

Graphic Supports 
 Charts 
 Graphic 

organizer 
 Tables 
 Graphs 
 Timelines 
 Number lines 

Common Core 
Standard: 

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.MD.D.8	  
Solve	  real	  world	  and	  mathematical	  problems	  involving	  
perimeters	  of	  polygons,	  including	  finding	  the	  perimeter	  
given	  the	  side	  lengths,	  finding	  an	  unknown	  side	  length,	  
and	  exhibiting	  rectangles	  with	  the	  same	  perimeter	  and	  
different	  areas	  or	  with	  the	  same	  area	  and	  different	  
perimeters.	  

CCSS.LITERACY.W3.3.C	  
Use	  temporal	  words	  and	  phrases	  to	  signal	  event	  order.	  
CCSS.LITERACY.W3.2	  

Write	  informative/explanatory	  texts	  to	  examine	  a	  topic	  
and	  convey	  ideas	  and	  information	  clearly.	  

Content Objective: Students will apply a variety of strategies to find the 
perimeter of a polygon.	  

Language Objective: Students will write a paragraph to describe the steps for 
finding the perimeter of different shapes and objects.	  

Essential Question: What are the steps in order to find the perimeter of a 
polygon?	  

Key Vocabulary and 
language structures: 

perimeter, polygon, rectangle, length, width, boundaries, 
side, measure, inch	  

Grouping Strategies: Students will work independently to write their paragraphs 
and work in pairs for measuring objects, taking 
photographs, and revising their writing.   Students will be 
partnered based on their language level. A higher language 
level student will be paired with a lower language level 
student.	  

Questions: ● What strategies could you use to figure out the
area of a figure/polygon?

● How can you describe the shapes with different
perimeter?

● What will happen to the perimeter of an object if
the length and the width switched?

Build Background and Make Connections 
How will you engage students in the lesson and activity? 
How will you connect to students’ knowledge and experience? 
Teacher shows students a picture of a soccer field. What does the referee mean when 
he says “out of bounds”? What other words can we use to identify or say 

DAILY	  LESSON	  PLAN	  
Build	  Background	  
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• You	  Do	  Alone

€

• Reflection
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“boundaries”? How can we find the length of the boundaries? Think about this and 
then turn and talk to your partner.	  

Interactive Supports 
 Pairs 
 Whole group 
 Small group 
 Internet or 

Software 
 Native language 
 
Teacher Evaluation 
Documentation 
 Setting 

instructional 
outcomes 

 Designing 
coherent 
instruction 

 Establishing a 
culture for 
learning 

 Managing 
Student Behavior 

 Using 
questioning and 
discussion 
techniques 

 Engaging 
students in 
learning 

 Communicating 
with families 
 

I do 
How will you introduce the objective to students? 
How will you model or demonstrate for students? 
Teacher says, “I brought in a photograph and I want to decide what size picture 
frame I need to buy.  How can I figure this out?” Demonstrate to students how to 
measure the distance of the length and the width of the picture in inches with a ruler. 
The class decides what size picture frame I need.  Then the teacher demonstrates how 
to add up the total of all sides of the photo in order to find the perimeter in inches.	  
	  
We Do 
What will you model for students? 
What will students be able to do together? 
Students will work in partners to design a polygon with 3 or more sides using 
masking tape on a large piece of construction paper.  Once students have completed 
their shapes, they will a ruler to measure the sides and compute the perimeter.	  

With a partner, they will use the digital camera to take 3 pictures of the steps that 
they used to figure out the perimeter of their polygon. They should make sure to take 
a photo of their shape.	  

You Do  
What will students be able to do independently following lesson and modeling? 
Students will individually write a paragraph to explain the steps they took to solve 
the problem and compute the perimeter. 
 
 
Review and Assessment 
How will students demonstrate their learning? 

Students will be assessed for language according to the WIDA writing rubric. 
 
Students will be assessed for content according to the content rubric. 
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CONNECTION: 

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.MD.D.8: Solve real world and mathematical problems involving perimeters of polygons, including finding the perimeter given 
the side lengths, finding an unknown side length, and exhibiting rectangles with the same perimeter and different areas or with the same area and 
different perimeters. 

EXAMPLE CONTEXT FOR LANGUAGE USE: Students will write describe strategies for solving word problems involving perimeter in math.

COGNITIVE FUNCTION: Students at all levels of English language proficiency will EXPLAIN how to solve a perimeter problem. 
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Level 1 
Entering 

Level 2 
Emerging 

Level 3 
Developing 

Level 4 
Expanding 

Level 5 
Bridging 

Level 6 - R
eaching 

WRITE a word or 
phrase for each picture 
describing how they 
solved the problem 
using a word bank and 
sentence frames. 

WRITE a complete 
sentence for each 
picture describing how 
they solved the 
problem using a word 
bank and sentence 
frames.

COMPOSE a 
paragraph describing 
the steps for solving 
the problem using a 
paragraph frame and 
word bank.

COMPOSE a 
paragraph describing 
the steps for solving 
the problem using a 
word bank.

COMPOSE a 
paragraph describing 
the steps for solving 
the problem.

TOPIC-RELATED LANGUAGE: Students at all levels of English language proficiency interact with grade-level words such as: perimeter, sides, polygons, 
measure, length, width, rectangle, trapezoid, rhombus, parallelogram, quadrilateral, pentagon, hexagon, octagon. 

GRADE: 3rd 

ELD STANDARD: Language of Mathematics   EXAMPLE TOPIC: Perimeter  
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Example Language Features 

 

	  
 Level 1-2 Level 3 Level 4-5 

Level 6- R
eaching 

 

Linguistic Complexity 

Discourse Level 

I got/found the 
perimeter by measuring 
the sides (length and 
width). 

To find the perimeter, first, I 
measure all the sides. Then, I add 
all of the sides together.  

 In order to find the perimeter, first I 
measure one side. Next, I measure 
the length of the remaining sides.  
Then, I write a number sentence for 
solving the perimeter. Finally, I add 
all the sides together. 

 

 

Language Forms & 
Conventions 

Sentence Level 

Simple Sentence Declarative sentences 

Simple and expanded sentences  

Transition words: first, next, last 

Complex and expanded sentences 

Transition words: first, next, then, 
afterwards, after that, last, finally 

 

Vocabulary Usage 

 

Word/Phrase Level 

General words: 

Noun: shapes, 
rectangle, triangle, 
square 

Verb: got/find 

Word bank: perimeter, 
sides, length and width 

More specific words 

Technical words: polygons, 
rectangle, triangle, square, 
pentagon, hexagon, octagon,  
parallelogram, quadrilateral, 
inches, yardstick, perimeter, sides, 
length, width 

Verb: measure, add, sum,  

More specific words 

Technical words: polygons, 
rectangle, triangle, square, 
pentagon, hexagon, octagon, 
parallelogram, quadrilateral, inches, 
yardstick, perimeter, sides, length, 
width 

Verb: measure, add, sum,  

 



Level Language Complexity 

How much did I write? 

Vocabulary 

Which words did I use? 

Language Forms and 
Conventions 

How easy was I to 
understand? 

5 
I have used several types of 
sentences of different 
lengths. I have a full 
paragraph or more. My 
writing is well organized. 

I have used many different 
vocabulary words. I used 
technical words related to 
the subject area.  

I have few, if any, errors in 
my writing. My writing is 
easy to understand.  

4 
I have used several types of 
sentences of different 
lengths. I used details to 
make my ideas clear. My 
writing has a sense of 
organization. 

I have used specific 
vocabulary and some 
technical vocabulary 
related to the subject. I 
sometimes do not know the 
vocabulary to fully 
communicate my ideas. 

I may make some mistakes, 
but they do not change the 
overall meaning of what I 
have written. My writing is 
generally easy to 
understand. 

3 
I have used some simple 
and some long sentences. I 
have tried to provide detail. 
There may be some 
organization to my ideas. 

I have used general 
vocabulary and some 
specific vocabulary related 
to the subject. I might 
sometimes be unable to 
find the correct vocabulary. 

My sentences are usually 
easy to understand. 
Mistakes may make my 
writing harder to 
understand when I write 
longer texts. 

2 
I have used phrases and 
short sentences. Some of 
what I have written may be 
copied.  My ideas may 
need more organization. 

I have used general 
vocabulary related to the 
subject. I might not know all 
the vocabulary to fully 
communicate my ideas. 

My writing is easy to 
understand when it comes 
from an example or 
sentence frames. I do not 
include many of my own 
words. Mistakes make my 
writing hard to understand. 

1 
I have used single words or 
phrases that I have been 
taught. Some of what I 
have written may be 
copied. 

I have only used words that 
I have learned from friends 
and classes. I do not have 
all of the vocabulary I need 
to communicate my ideas. 

My writing is easy to 
understand when copied or 
when I am following an 
example. I include few, if 
any of my own words. 
Mistakes make my writing  
very hard to understand. 

Student-Friendly WIDA Writing Rubric 

Created by Laurah Jurca for PGCPS ESOL Office
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Content	  Rubric	  for	  Finding	  Perimeters

4	   3 2 1

The	  student	  shows	  ALL	  
of	  the	  following:	  

● Accurately
measure	  the
object	  in	  inches

● Correctly	  find	  the
perimeter	  by
adding	  all	  of	  the
sides

● Follow	  all	  5-‐step
directions

● Actively	  participate
and	  collaborate	  to
complete	  the	  work

The	  student	  shows	  three	  
of	  the	  following:	  

● Accurately
measure	  the
object	  in	  inches

● Correctly	  find	  the
perimeter	  by
adding	  all	  of	  the
sides

● Follow	  all	  5-‐step
directions

● Actively	  participate
and	  collaborate	  to
complete	  the	  work

The	  student	  shows	  two	  
of	  the	  following:	  

● Accurately
measure	  the
object	  in	  inches

● Correctly	  find	  the
perimeter	  by
adding	  all	  of	  the
sides

● Follow	  all	  5-‐step
directions

● Actively	  participate
and	  collaborate	  to
complete	  the	  work

The	  student	  shows	  one	  
of	  the	  following:	  

● Accurately
measure	  the
object	  in	  inches

● Correctly	  find	  the
perimeter	  by
adding	  all	  of	  the
sides

● Follow	  all	  5-‐step
directions

● Actively	  participate
and	  collaborate	  to
complete	  the	  work
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Sentence	  Frames	  
	  
	  
Level	  1	  
	  
I	  find	  the	  perimeter	  by	  measuring	  the	  ____________________	  	  
	  
___________________________________.	  
	  
	  
Level	  2-‐3	  
	  
To	  find	  the	  perimeter,	  first,	  I	  measure	  the	  ________________	  
	  
________________________________________.	  	  Then,	  I	  ______________	  
	  
_____________________________________________________	  .	  
	  
	  
Level	  4-‐5	  
	  
To	  find	  the	  perimeter	  of	  ____________________	  ,	  first,	  ________	  
	  
________________________________________________________________.	  	  
	  
Next,	  _________________________________________________________	  	  
	  
_______________________________________________.	  Finally,	  _______	  
	  
_______________________________________________________________	  .	  	  
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Date:  _____________________________________ 

Author’s Name: ________________________________ Editor’s Name: ________________________________ 

Self-Revision and Peer Editing Checklist 

SELF-REVISION Checklist Item Check here when 
complete: 

PEER EDITING 
Checklist Item 

Check here when 
complete: 

Comments and 
suggestions: 

Grammar/Spelling I checked my 
paragraph for 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. I fixed words 
that didn’t look right. 

The author used 
capital letters at the 
beginning of 
sentences, 
punctuation at the 
ends, and checked 
spelling. 

Organization I organized my 
paragraph in a way 
that makes sense. I 
used sequence 
words. 

The author’s writing 
makes sense. The 
author used sequence 
words. 

Cooperation I worked 
cooperatively with my 
partner to design a 
polygon with 3 or 
more sides with 
masking tape. 

The author worked 
cooperatively with a 
partner to design a 
polygon. 

Photographs I worked 
cooperatively with my 
partner to take 3 
pictures of my steps. 

The author worked 
cooperatively with a 
partner to take 3 
pictures of their steps. 

Participation I actively participated 
in the project. 

The author actively 
participated in the 
project. 

Following Directions I followed directions 
for the writing project. 

The author followed 
directions for the 
writing project. 




