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OVERVIEW
Students will learn about the crisis in Syria through photo analysis and 
background reading. They will then explore the situation for refugee children by 
viewing a case-study video of one child’s experience. The lesson will conclude 
with an exploration of how the international community is responding to the 
crisis, and how students can be active global citizens and take action to support 
the children of Syria.

OBJECTIVES
Students will:

•	  Develop knowledge and understanding of the conflict in Syria.

•	  Increase awareness of the experiences of refugee children and empathy 
for their plight.

•	  Explore international responses to the Syria crisis and ways that they can 
act as global citizens and help the children of Syria.

Syria: No Lost Generation

Global CitizenShip brief

About  
This  
Lesson

Time
90 minutes or  
2 class periods

Grade Level
Grades 3-5

Vocabulary
• Advocate
• Civil war
• Conflict
• Demonstrator
• Displaced
• Generation
• Global citizen
• Protest
• Rebel
• Refugee
• UNICEF
• Uprising
• Vaccinate
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Syria: No Lost GeNeratioN

MATERIALS
•	 Chart paper and markers

•	  TeachUNICEF Global Citizenship brief, “Syria: 
No Lost Generation” (grades 3–5 edition), at 
teachunicef.org/global-citizenship-brief-syria

•	  Computer and Internet access

•	   Screen and LCD projector or interactive 
whiteboard

ADVANCE SETUP
•	   Reproduce pages 2–3 and 6–7 of the 

TeachUNICEF Global Citizenship brief, “Syria: No 
Lost Generation” (grades 3–5 edition), one copy per student.

•	  Cue the photo in step #1 and the video(s) in step #6.

DIRECTIONS
Part I: Understanding the Conflict in Syria (45 min)

1.  Project the TeachUNICEF Photo of the month at teachunicef.org/photo-
month-march-2014. Lead the class in an analysis of the photo using the 
following questions: 

	 •	  What do you notice about the environment in this photo? What kind of 
place might this be? 

	 •	  Where do you think this place is located? What clues helped you decide?

	 •	  Who do you think the people are in the photo? What might be 
occurring in their lives?

	 •	  how would you compare the situation or conditions shown in this 
photo with those where you live?

2.  Click on the link to the Photo back Story (teachunicef.org/photo-month-
backstory-march-2014). Ask for volunteers to read the text aloud. Reinforce 
aspects of the story that students inferred accurately, and discuss facets 
that they were not able to deduce. Answer any questions students may 
have about the setting and context.

3.  Ask students what they know about the war in Syria that began in march 
2011, and record their responses on the board or a sheet of chart paper. 
Distribute pages 2 and 3 of the TeachUNICEF Global Citizenship brief 
(grades 3–5 edition). Assign students, individually or in pairs, to read 
“News in brief: Three Years of Conflict in Syria” and to complete the 
accompanying vocabulary and mapping exercises.
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4.  Reconvene the class and review students’ answers to the exercises. 
Revisit the list of what students said they know about the conflict in Syria. 
based on what they learned from the reading, have students:

 (3) Check items that the reading confirms.

 (X) Cross off items that the reading negates.

 (?) Put question marks next to items about which they are unsure.

 (+) Add new facts based on the reading.

  OPTIONAL: In class or for homework, assign students to research the 
items about which they were unsure.

Part II: Taking Action as Global Citizens (45-60 min)

5.  Ask students to imagine what their lives might be like if they were forced 
to leave their homes and communities and live in a refugee camp. Ask 
them to silently consider what they would have to give up, how they would 
spend their time, and how their basic needs would or would not be met.

6.  Tell students to keep these questions in mind as they meet Abdallah, a 
13-year-old Syrian refugee living in Za’atari Camp in Jordan. Show the 
video “Daily bread” (2:55) at bit.ly/AbdDailybread. If time allows, show 
“Football Team” (1:49) at bit.ly/AbdFootball and “Phone home” (2:17) at 
bit.ly/AbdPhonehome. (If YouTube is not accessible, you can also find 
these videos on the UN Refugee Agency website at unhcr.org/media-
futureofsyria). briefly discuss students’ reactions to the video(s).

7.  Tell students that some news reports have described Syria’s children as a 
“lost generation.” Ask what they think this means and how it makes them 
feel. Share that some groups, including UNICEF, refuse to give up on the 
children of Syria and have created a campaign called “No Lost Generation.”

8.  Distribute pages 6 and 7 of the TeachUNICEF Global Citizenship brief 
(grades 3–5 edition). Together read “helping the Children of Syria.” 
Emphasize that being a good “global citizen” means showing concern for 
others, even when they’re in a distant place. highlight the ways in which 
UNICEF and its partners are responding to the crisis in Syria.

9.  Challenge students to identify how they might show support for the 
children of Syria and make a meaningful impact in their lives. Working 
in pairs or small groups, have them fill in the “Think-Plan-Do” graphic 
organizer on page 7 with ideas for an individual, class, or school-wide 
action on behalf of the children of Syria.

10.  Reconvene the class and have students share some of their ideas. Choose 
at least one to follow up on as a class.

Za’atari, which is on 
the Syrian-Jordanian 
border, is the world’s 
second-largest refugee 
camp. as many as 
120,000 Syrian refugees 
have lived there at one 
time, which is more than 
the population of many 
U.S. cities, including 
boulder, Co; Green bay, 
Wi; Cambridge, Ma; and 
berkeley, Ca.

if students are not 
familiar with UniCef, 
provide the following 
information: UNICEF 
works in more than 
190 countries to help 
children survive 
and grow. UniCef 
supplies medicines and 
vaccinations, clean 
water, nutrition, shelter, 
and education. UniCef 
also responds when 
emergencies occur, such 
as earthquakes, floods, 
and war.
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
•	  In class or for homework, have students read the 

feature story “No Lost Generation,” on pages 
4 and 5 of the TeachUNICEF Global Citizenship 
brief (grades 3–5 edition) and complete the 
accompanying exercises.

•	  have students complete the activity “Taking 
Action for Syria’s Children” on the TeachUNICEF 
Global Citizenship briefs webpage, which guides 
them in organizing a fundraiser to benefit the 
children of Syria.

•	  Introduce students to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC) and discuss the ways 
in which rights are denied to many children 
during times of war. The poster “CRC in 
Child-Friendly Language” (unicef.org/rightsite/
files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf) and the 
following books offer age appropriate ways to 
discuss children’s rights.

 •	 For Every Child, by Caroline Castle

 •	 	I Have the Right to Be a Child, by Alain 
Serres

 •	 	Rights for Every Child (unicef.org/rightsite/
files/rightsforeverychild.pdf), by UNICEF

©
 U

N
IC

E
F/

N
Y

h
Q

20
13

-0
66

7/
S

h
E

h
ZA

D
 N

O
O

R
A

N
I

http://teachunicef.org/global-citizenship-brief-syria
http://teachunicef.org/global-citizenship-brief-syria
http://teachunicef.org/global-citizenship-brief-syria
http://teachunicef.org/global-citizenship-brief-syria
http://www.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/rightsite/files/rightsforeverychild.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/rightsite/files/rightsforeverychild.pdf

