100 CATTLE DRIVING QUESTIONS

Essential Animal Questions & Terms 

1. How have different plants and animals adapted to our school ecosystem?

2. Why are albinos common in captivity, but rare in the wild? 

3. Where and when would you find the most algae in a body of water?

4. Why are many amphibians considered “canaries in a coal mine” for the environment?

5. What lessons can we learn by observing animal behavior?

6. Have you seen and how might you use anthropomorphism as a literary device?  

7. Why are bacteria so important to our environment?

8. What at our school is biodegradable and what isn’t?

9. What habitats have the greatest biodiversity and why?

10. How does the work of biologists impact us?

11. How have we helped and hurt the various biomes?

12. What should governments do to protect the biosphere?

13. What are the different ways birds use their feathers?

14. Why are some breeds considered more “valuable” than others? 

15. Why is camouflage important to both predators and prey?

16. Why are there generally more herbivores than carnivores?

17. What are the advantages and disadvantages of living off carrion?

18. What determines the carrying capacity of an ecosystem?

19. How do butterflies protect their chrysalis?

20. What factors determine climate?

21. How did the Colombian Exchange influence the course of human history? 

22. What are the advantages and disadvantages to living in a colony?

23. Can you think of an example of commensalism involving you?

24. What are conservationists doing in and around our state?

25. What are the most successful primary and secondary consumers in and around your community and why?

26. How can we use the concept of convergent, divergent, and parallel evolution to protect certain endangered species?

27. Why is a coral reef considered the “rainforest of the sea”? 

28. What are the costs and benefits of animal courtship?

29. What factors determine the rate of decomposition?

30. Why do many animals’ diets change over the course of a year or a lifetime? 

31. What are the advantages and disadvantages to being diurnal?

32. How have domesticated and wild animals influenced the course of history?
33. How do bats and other animals use to “see”? 
34. What factors determine the overall health of an ecosystem?

35. What tools do ecologists use?

36. What are some of the ways animals protect their eggs?  

37. How can we conserve energy?

38. What are examples of natural environmental disasters?

39. Why do plants and animals evolve?

40. How are evergreens able to keep their leaves all year?

41. What are the advantages and disadvantages to having an exoskeleton? Endoskeleton?

42. What are the causes for extinction?

43. How is our family different and similar to those of other animals?

44. What conditions determine what kind of fauna can be found in a particular area?

45. What are the risks of allowing animals to go feral? 

46. How do biologists use fieldwork to support conservation efforts? 

47. How has over-fishing impacted marine ecosystems? 

48. What are some of the benefits and risks to flocking together? 

49. How many food chains can you identify in and around your school environment?

50. How do environmental changes impact food webs?

51. What can we learn by studying fossils?

52. What conditions are ideal for fungus and why?

53. Why is it important to have a genetic variety?

54. What are the advantages and disadvantages of a long / short gestation period? 

55. What causes habitat destruction and what can we do to stop it?

56. Why do so many herbivores have to eat so much? 

57. Why do some animals hibernate, while others don’t?

58. Why might a farmer try to develop a hybrid? 

59. Why are many indigenous species losing ground to introduced varieties?

60. How are insects valuable and how are they harmful to us?

61. What are some special adaptations of insectivores? 

62. Why are instincts so important to us and other species?

63. What can we do to protect the environment from introduced or invasive species?

64. What are the limitations of being a vertebrate? Investigate? 

65. How do larvae protect themselves from potential predators?

66. How and why do life cycles vary from species to species?

67. What are the pros and cons to being a mammal?
68. What are the advantages and disadvantages of being a marsupial? 
69. What animals undergo a metamorphosis and why?

70. Why do some animals migrate and others don’t?

71. How and why do animals and plants use mimicry?

72. Why do some animals have to molt and why is this dangerous?

73. When are mutations good and when are they not?

74. How many examples of mutualism can you find in and around your school?

75. Why is natural selection often referred to a “survival of the fittest?”

76. Can you find similarities between some old and new world species? 

77. What is your niche and how does it differ from that of other animals?

78. How have nocturnal creatures adapted to life in the dark?

79. Why are there fewer omnivorous animals?

80. What couldn’t you do without opposable thumbs? 

81. What are the advantages and disadvantages to being oviparous?

82. When and where do parasites strike?

83. What are natural pesticides and how do they work?

84. How do animals (including us?) communicate with pheromones? 

85. How many different pollinators can be found in and around our school?

86. How does pollution impact our quality of life?

87. What happens when the population of a particular species gets too high?

88. What weapons do different predators use?

89. What would you do with a prehensile tail? 

90. What are some of the different strategies prey use to defend themselves from predators?

91. What are the advantages and disadvantages of being a reptile?

92. What are some of the unique adaptations of scavengers?
93.  What strategies to plants employ for seed dispersal? 
94. How does sexual reproduction contribute to species survival?

95. What are the dangers of specialization?

96. What does it take to be your own species?

97. What factors contribute to the development of subspecies? 

98. How many symbiotic relationships can you find around your school environment?

99. What are the advantages and disadvantages to being viviparous? 

100. What type of work are zoologists doing here in your state and why?
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