Questions based on the article “Maya Creativity” by David Stuart, taken from Calliope:  Exploring World History magazine copyright 2008
1. If an archaeologist were to find a cave with ancient Mayan writing, the writing would most likely be about

A. the tools the Mayans used to survive within their village.

B. the hunting and gathering experiences of the Mayans.

C. a picture of the ancient Mayan god Kukulcan.

D. trade between the Mayans and other neighboring villages.

2. What is the author’s feelings about the Mayans?

A. The Mayans were less complex than other Indian cultures in the Americas.

B. The Mayans were a war-like civilization that often battled other Mayan civilizations.

C. The Mayans were disrespectful to their kings.

D. The Mayans were an advanced civilization due to their writing and development of a calendar.

3. What is the central idea of the last paragraph of the article?

A. The purpose of the Mayan kings and nobles’ self-sacrificing rituals were to honor the gods and keep them happy.

B. The Mayan civilization had many special occasions designated on their calendar.

C. Some Mayan customs, such as self-sacrifice, is odd to us today.

D. Many Mayan rituals were written on cave walls in hieroglyphics.

4. What is the author’s purpose for including the picture on page 22?

A. To show the Mayan’s were polytheistic.

B. To show the importance of self-sacrifice in the Mayan religion.

C. To show the ruler of Yaxchilan was Shield Jaguar.

D. To show a special celebration in the Mayan religion.

Answer Key

1. C

2. D

3. A

4. B
