


Period 

 

Cave paintings began when 

mankind was still nomadic and 

prior to any hint of 

civilization. People from the 

Palaeolithic Era, 35,000 to 12,000 

years ago, started drawing and 

painting animals on cave walls. 



 

Cave art, also called parietal art or cave 

painting, is a general term referring to 

the decoration of the walls of rock 

shelters and caves throughout the world. 

The best known sites are in the Upper 

Paleolithic (UP)of Europe, where 

polychrome (multi-colored) paintings 

made of charcoal and ochre and other 

natural pigments were used to illustrate 

extinct animals, humans and geometric 

shapes. 

Historical Background 



Factors 

Hunting magic, Communications 

and fertility of their tribe 

Artistic Characteristics 

 Two major forms of Paleolithic 
art: Parietal (cave wall) art and 
mobiliary or the portable art. 



Influential People 
 

  

Shamans -religious 

specialists who may 

have painted the walls 

in memory of past or 

support of future 

hunting trips.  



Artists 

People of the Upper Paleolithic 

mainly hunters 

Medium 

Charcoal, colored earths, 

animal grease and stones. 



Artform 

Carvings, paintings and 

sculptures 

Artwork 

 Altamira Cave, Abri de Poisson,  

  Chauvet Cave, the Venus of Willendorf 





Parietal Art 

• Includes both the paintings and 

engravings or low – relief carvings 

that were used to decorate the 

walls and ceilings of caves. 



Cave art from Lascaux 



 Title of the work: Cave 

art from Lascaux 

 Medium: Pigments used 

include red and yellow 

ochre, hematite, 

manganese oxide and 

charcoal 

 Dimension:  

No particular dimensions 

 Location:  

o Lascaux Cave, France 

Elements: 
 Colors came from 

naturally occurring 

materials. 

 The crude materials and 

the rough stone walls, 

adds texture to the art. 

 Combinations of 

different lines. 

 The size and shape of 

each art. 



Iconic: Content: 

Subject: Horse  It represents a kind of 

hunting magic, designed 

to ensure the 

abundance of wild game 

animals. 

 Indicates particular 

season. (Casey, 1995) 

 Other scholars have 

emphasized the role of 

art as a means of 

symbolic 

communications 





Portable Art 

• Includes a range of small carved 

or engraved objects made of 

bone, antler, or stone. 



The Venus of Willendorf 

- Found in 1908 by 
an archeologist 
named Joseph 
Szombathy 



Semiotic: 

 Title of the work: The 

Venus of Willendorf  

 Medium: yellowish oolitic 

limestone 

 Dimension:  

      11.1 cm high 

 Location:  

o Discovery: 

Near the town of 

Willendorf in Austria 

o Exhibit: Naturhistorisches 

Museum, Vienna 





Semiotic: 

 Elements: 

 The artist or the sculpture 

utilizes geographical 

figures to emphasize 

certain body parts. 

 Presence of curves lines 

gives the effect of 

divisions of each part. 

 The form or the 

dimensions indicates that 

it is used as a carrying 

object. 



Iconic: Content: 

Subject:  

Woman figure with enlarged 

stomach and breast, and the 

emphasis on the pubic area. 

 Venus or goddess figure 

was used to symbolize 

fertility.  

 served not only as a 

reminder of their mate 

back at home but also as 

a charm to bring them 

success in their hunting.  

 The figurine serving as a 

mother goddess (earth 

mother or female deity).  



Venus of Brassempouy 







Egyptian art 



Period: Egyptian art began 

5,000 years ago. 

 

* Predynastic Period (c. 6th 

millennium bce–c. 2925 BC) 



* New Kingdom (c. 

1570-1085 BC) 

 

* Late Dynastic 

Period (1085-332 

BC) 



Historical Background 



* Predynastic 

* predynastic denotes the period of 

emerging cultures that preceded the 

establishment of the 1st dynasty in 

Egypt 

* pottery remains Egypt’s distinctive 

product, showing refinement of 

technique and the development of 

adventurous decoration 



* making of jewelry 

incorporating semiprecious 

stones 

* carving of small animal 

figures rather than human 

representations 



* Dynastic 

* the unification of Upper and Lower Egypt 

drew together the various threads of the rich 

Egyptian culture 

* Narmer palette displays typical Egyptian art 

of the Dynastic period and the motif of 

conquest 

o Example: Image of the king smiting his enemy 

* royal tombs were carved into rock and 

covered with flat-roofed rectangular structures 



* Old Kingdom 

* Unification of 30 kingdoms 

* the peak of pyramid building began 

* Egypt enjoyed tremendous 

economic prosperity and stability 

* The most celebrated Great 

Pyramids of Giza was built during this 

era 



* New Kingdom 

* Worship of the god Amun had become 

widespread, and it was with this deity that 

the pharaoh identified himself 

* Amenhotep IV reform Egypt’s religion, 

artistic, and political ideas by establishing 

the worship of Aten the solar disk as 

supreme being 

* Social strata were clearly defined 



* Late Dynastic Period 

* Egypt was split between a northern 

21st dynasty and a line of Theban 

generals 

* Egypt had divided into 18 

autonomous states 

* Great temples were built 

* Artisans produced statues using 

bronze 



Factors: 

* gods and pharaohs 

* religious beliefs 

* mythologies and the metaphysical beliefs 

* the Nile River 

* Hunting and agriculture 

* The two kingdoms (upper and lower 

kingdoms) 

* Animals 

* The Heavens 



Artistic Characteristic: 

* Stylization (Predynastic Period) 

* Typical; posture is forward facing 

* Images are roughly symmetrical 

* Arms held close to the body 

* Abstraction of reality 



• Realism (New Kingdom and Late Dynastic 

period) 

* The Amanra style in sculpture and painting 

were more realistic in depicting humans and 

animals 

* important people were sculpted or painted 

larger in scale and ignoring perspective 

* Emperors’ faces in realistic Roman style were 

grafted incongruously onto traditional statues of 

the pharaoh 

* Realistic portraits of Egyptian mummies and 

coffins 

 



Influential People: 



* King Narmer 

• Unified the two kingdoms of 

Egypt 

 

* Khufu 

* The Great Pyramids of Giza 

serve as his tomb and tomb of 

his wives and mother. 



* Amenhotep III King of Egypt 

* Built great temple near Thebes: the so-

called colossi of Memmon is the only one 

remain 

* Amenhotep IV King of Egypt 

* He fostered new styles in art and 

literature in Egypt during his reign 

* Built new type of roofless temple to the 

Aten (“Sun disk”) 



Artist: 
 

* Egyptian artisans (c. 500-3100 BC) 

• They excelled in the decorative art of 

jewelry making, using gold, silver, and 

semiprecious stones 

 

* Labourers (c. 3100-2686 BC) 

* They were utilize in building temples 

and pyramids 



Medium: 

 

* Pyramid 

* Low grade limestone (pyramid 

core) 

* Fine white limestone (outer 

casing and the covering of interior 

walls) 

* Pink granite (inner walls) 



• Basalt and alabaster 

(floors) 

 

 

* Mudbricks (walls within the 

temples) 



• Statues 

 

* Hard stones 

* Limestone 

* Wood 

* Paint 



• Royal palaces 
 

 

* Built in bricks 

* Thrones and chairs 

* Exotic woods 

* Exquisite jewelry 

* Stone 

* Metal 

* Others 



Artform: 

 

 

* Painting 

* Sculpture 

* Pottery 

* Infrastructures (pyramids of 

Giza, etc 



Semiotic I 

 

Title: Smiting God, 

wearing an 

Egptian atef crown 

Medium:Bronze 

Size: H. 21.1 cm, 

W. 7.5 cm 

Signature 

Location: none 

Location: 

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art 

Price:none 



Elements of 

art: Form and 

space:Three 

dimensional 

Real texture: 

rough Color: 

Greyish ash 

Value: Dark 

Semiotic 



Iconic 

Subject: Medium 

sized No eyebrow 

Asymmetrical 

shaped Head 

bigger than the 

body Wearing an 

atef crown Right 

hand pointing 

upward Detailed 

physical 

presentations  



Well-built body 

Broad 

shoulders 

Type of 

Subject: Deity 

Source:Levant 

Art Kind: 

Religion and 

Mythology 

Iconic 



content 

Adaptation of 

Egyptian style to 

a local Levant 

god 

Incorporation of 

Egyptian style 

due to 

economic 

connections 



Presents an 

image about 

the definition of 

masculinity in 

Ancient Levant 

The broad 

shoulders 

signifies the 

importance of 

physical 

strength 

content 
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