No Diapers in China!

Creating a Parenting Culture around Potty Training
Designed by: Katy Smith

Program: Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE)    Subject: Parent Education
	Desired Results

	Enduring Understanding:

Parents will understand that parenting practices, parenting norms, and beliefs about parenting stem from the culture in which they are raising their kids. To begin a journey of global competence, the conversation begins at birth.

	Essential Questions:

· What is Global Competence?
· What is culture?

· What are the benefits of exploring culture to the process of raising a child in a global context?
· Can parents identify parenting customs and rituals of their own that have their roots in culture? 
· What can parents learn about custom and culture by exploring potty training in China?

	Goals:

· Facilitate a discussion and increase understanding of Global Competence.
· Increase parent’s knowledge of the power of culture on parenting.
· Identify rituals and customs in parenting.
· Increase understanding that customs are rooted in culture.
· Using the developmental milestone of potty training, explore how culture influences our parenting practice.



	Learning Plan

	9:30-9:40 Opening Story about a family ritual that is rooted in a tradition born from heritage or ethnicity. For example: We always take a picture of everyone in our house on the first day of school.  School is an important value to us and we raise our kids in a culture that supports lifelong learning.
9:40-10:00  Culture: the full range of learned human behavior patterns. Culture is “that complex whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, law, morals, custom, and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society.” Anthropologist Edward  B. Tylor
Global Competence: the capacity and disposition to understand and act on issues of global significance. 

Pillars of global competence 1. Learning to know. 2. Learning to do. 3. Learning to be. 4. Learning to live together. 

Potty training is a cultural universal.  It is one of many learned behavior patterns that is shared by all of humanity.  Everyone goes so everyone learned to go by some means. The way we learn to go potty is rooted in custom, ritual and culture.  Let’s take a look at two cultures and the way each teaches its children to learn to go to the bathroom.
1. 10:00-10:15 From a diaper bag, display the artifacts of American potty training. Diapers, wipes, A&D ointment, powder, a potty training book, a book for a child 
to read while changing, a change of clothing, a mat to change the diaper on, a bag to dispose of the diaper in or to bring home in if cloth diaper, and pictures of toilets, potty chairs and potty rings.
If you were from another country and you needed to interpret the parenting culture around potty training based on these artifacts, what would you say about the culture of potty training?

2. 10:15-10:17 From a simple shoulder cloth bag, display the artifacts of Chinese potty training.  Split pants, a newborn cloth diaper, and a picture of a squatty potty.
What can we, as Americans, interpret about the parenting culture of potty training in China?

10:20-10:55 Share your travel experience based on observations, pictures and interviews as they relate to potty training, a universal developmental milestone.  Facilitate a discussion based on these guiding questions.

In what ways do the two cultures differ on potty training? 

Do you sense any similarities?

What cultural factors influence the practice of potty training in China? In our own country?

What cultural beliefs about children support the parenting practice of potty training in China?

What cultural beliefs about children support the parenting practice of potty training in America?

What do the parenting practices in each country tell us about parents?

Is it important to take in another cultural perspective on parenting? Why or Why not?



	Assessments

	Formative             

· All students are engaged in the discussion offering examples.
· Students are able to identify their own heritage and connect something from their parenting practice to it.
· Students are able to connect culture to parenting practice using potty training as a template.
· 
	Summative

· Pre and post discussion evaluation “What is Global Competence?”
· Pre and post discussion evaluation “What is culture?”
· Reflection question with follow up in next week’s class “How does culture influence your parenting practices?”

· Three things you will take home from today’s lesson. Who will you share them with?
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