Copyright and Open Content: What Do You Know?
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Grade level(s):  Gr. 4 and up

Subject area(s): Can be integrated into any subject area (language arts, social studies, science)

Objectives:

Students will be able to: 

· Understand copyright, including legal and social aspects

· Understand open licenses including CC and GFDL

· Find open licensed images, incorporate them into a document, and include an appropriate credit

Time required: 1-2 class periods

Materials required (include hardware and software):  
· Internet-connected computer with LCD projector

· Copyright_and_open_content.PPT presentation

· open_content_handout.doc handout

· Student computers (for final activity)

Preparation: 

· Look up Wikipedia article to edit together as a class

· Find a poem to use as an example

· Become familiar with web sites with open content (www.openphoto.net, etc.)

· Copy handouts for students

Lesson plan:

1. This is a lesson to teach students the fundamentals of copyright law and about open licensed images that they can use legally in their own documents or presentations. The lesson is best used before students begin a project for which they will need to find images to use in a project (for example, to illustrate poems they have written or to support a presentation on a period of history.)

2. [Slide 1] Begin by introducing the project students will be working on and telling them that they are going to learning about how to find images, art, and music that they can use legally in their project.

3. [Slides 2-3] Ask students what they already know about copyright. As they answer, correct any misperceptions, but avoid presenting much new content until later in the discussion. 
     Many students may confuse copyright with copyright infringement. If they do, introduce the term infringement and explain that this means when you break the laws or where there is a copyright problem.
     In addition, students may confuse plagiarism issues with copyright issues. Again, clarify the issues with plagiarism and how it can be avoided (by quoting and citing the source or by rephrasing in your own words).

4. [Slides 4-13] Go through the quiz. Have students each read the question and think silently about what they think the answer is. Measure class response to each question by a show of hands. After showing the answer slide, make the discussion points for each that are shown in the presentation notes section.
     Allow students to ask questions and raise their own points. Because this is a topic of immediate relevance to them, you can anticipate a lot of discussion, which may include topics you are not familiar with (e.g. Lime Wire). If you don’t know the answers to questions, either explore them together or tell students you will get back to them.
     There are also likely to be opportunities to bring in other instructional points or practice other skills in the context of this discussion. (For example, in a discussion about illegal file sharing, talk about the economics. How much does a CD cost? How many illegal downloads might there be of a popular CD? What does this cost the artist? Why does that matter?)

5. [Slides 14-15] Introduce Creative Commons open licenses, and give examples of why these are being used. (Sharing is good!) When discussing Wikipedia, begin by asking students what they know about Wikipedia. (See discussion notes.) If students do not say that anyone can edit it, bring up the Wikipedia main page and have students read the tagline under “Welcome to Wikipedia.” Ask students what the pros and cons are to having an encyclopedia that anyone can edit. Points may include:

	Pros
	Cons

	· More information and topics

· Greater diversity of perspectives

· More participative 


	· Information could be biased or from unreliable sources

· Vandalism [if students find this amusing, discuss why it is a problem and discuss reverting]



     The overall message that students should get from this discussion is that they should always consult multiple sources and view any information they consume critically. Every information source has some biases and errors.

     Edit a Wikipedia article (e.g. one about your school or community) together to show students how empowering this is.

6. [Slides 16-17] Discuss open license particulars with students using the handouts.

7. [Slides 18-19] Talk to students about finding art that is appropriate for their project. Encourage them to think not only about the content of a picture, but also the tone and emotion it conveys.
     Read a poem (or story or other written piece) aloud. Ask students to think about what kind of picture would be most appropriate to accompany it. After they mention content ideas (e.g. flowers), ask they what other qualities a good picture would have (light vs. dark, happy vs. sad, etc.). Then go to www.openphoto.net (or another open site; Wikipedia is especially good for social studies projects) and search for a good photo. When students have selected a photo, bring up that photo’s page and have students find the source (person’s name) and license. Demonstrate or have students demonstrate how to copy and paste the photo into a document and include a proper credit that includes both the creator and the web site from which is was downloaded. For example: 
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Credit: Hoch Zwei from Wikipedia.com.

8. Finally, give students an assignment for which they will find open-licensed art and use it appropriately by considering the license and including a credit.
     This assignment can be more or less guided. For a more guided project, take a vocabulary list from social studies, and assign each student a few words for which to find images. Then incorporate them altogether as an illustrated glossary. For a less guided project, have students take a piece of their writing and illustrate it or find images for a presentation they are assembling.

9. Discuss with students that they can open-license their own work.

For a description of how this lesson went with several middle school classes, see www.tinyurl.com/65qyhh
Assessment:

Assess students in terms of how their find and incorporate legal images into their own work. Make sure the images are appropriate, the licenses are open, and that proper credits are included. Make this an on-going part of every project students do.

