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Daily Math Routines 

Second Grade 

A whole class meeting should be held daily (pertaining to mathematics) for 
approximately 15 minutes. The following activities and concepts can be introduced, 
reinforced, and discussed throughout the year.  The activities contained below are to 
support the Grade 2 Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Priorities for Focus.    
It is important to note that the CCSS Priorities for Grade 2 Mathematics has a 70% 
intensive focus on addition and subtraction concepts, skills, and problem solving.  20% 
of the focus is on geometry and measurement and 10% of the focus is on patterning, 
statistics/data, probability and estimating computations.  Mathematics is 
everywhere; find it with your students! Find opportunities throughout the day to 
engage in patterns, graphing, probability, and estimation activities. These concepts are 
part of the 10% CCSS Sample Focus.  The suggestions listed below are organized by 
domains, but should be taught via the above mentioned gradient. 
 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

Ø In order to achieve grade level fluency with adding and subtracting 
within 20, use flash cards to make doubles and facts to 20 automatic. Songs 
and poems can also be used to build fluency.  
 

Ø Discuss various number combinations by posting a number (i.e. 9), then asking 
the students to use manipulatives to determine the various combinations. Post 
the number on a chart; then record the first combination, second combination, 
etc. (i.e. 1 + 8= 9; 3 + 6=9). Vary this activity as the year progresses to include 
higher-level numbers. 
 

Ø Using a hundred chart and/or manipulatives, have students determine if the date 
or the day of the school year is odd or even. 

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten  

Ø Use 4 cans labeled: ones, tens, hundreds and thousands. Place one straw in 
the “ones” can each day. Bundle tens, count and trade up to 180 days 
(Incorporate other activities that give students the opportunity to work up to 
1,000). 

Ø Post and read number words (i.e. one, two, three, etc.) up to one thousand.   
Ø Use pennies to represent days, collect and trade nickels for every 5 days; dimes 

for every 10 days, etc. 
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Ø Count the first hundred days of school. Begin counting from day 1 and add one 
(on a chart or chain, etc.) each day. Chart the number of days in school by using 
tally marks, coins, straws, etc. 

Ø Concept of ordinal numbers (first day of the week, ninth month of the year, 
etc.). Consider practicing this concept during line-up, and other daily school 
routines that support developing this concept.  

Ø Skip count by 2s, 5s, 10s, and 100s via the hundreds chart. Color code 2s, 5s 
10s, and 100s. Discuss the patterns. 

Ø Have students look at number patterns up to 1000.  
Ø Give students word problems involving estimating computations.  

 

Measurement and Data 

Ø Read and/or write a poem, song or short story describing weather, time of day, 
month, season, and/or holiday.  

Ø Use the concepts of yesterday, today and tomorrow to write about a specific 
event across time ( i.e.”Yesterday at lunch I…”, “Today at lunch I plan to ….”, 
“Tomorrow I hope to…”)  

Ø Discuss how many days remain in the week, month, and/or school year. 
Ø Record the weather for the month via logs, charts and/or graphs.  At the end of 

the week or month have students write about observations, patterns, 
comparisons, etc.  

Ø Use large Judy Clock to show numbers to 12 and read to the hour, count by 5’s 
to 60, what time comes after 9:00?, etc. Use time vocabulary such as: minute, 
second, hour, etc. 

Ø Have students create their own word problems using inches, feet, centimeters, 
and meters.  

Ø Measure classroom objects using inches, feet, centimeters, and meters. 
Ø Post a cutout foot as a reference. Find objects within the classroom that are 

longer/shorter than the foot shape. Place the objects in size order from shortest 
to longest and vice versa.  

Ø Trace students’ bodies on chart paper or using chalk on the playground. Then, 
have students measure different parts of their drawings using measurement 
tools.  

Ø Give situations involving dollar bills, quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies for 
students to solve by acting out the situations in pairs (i.e.  Keisha bought two 
apples for 59¢. She gave the cashier $1.00. How much change does Keisha get 
back?)  
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Ø Create different types of graphs (i.e. pictograph, bar, line) to organize, compare, 
count and analyze acquired and/or surveyed data. Graphs to consider include: 
birthday, favorite flavor of ice cream, favorite animal, weather, favorite lunch 
food, favorite outside activities, articles of clothing (i.e. hat, mittens, scarf, etc). 

Ø Have students study pictographs and bar graphs and have them explain in 
writing what the bar graph shows.    

Ø Have students select items (straws, cubes, crayons, etc.) from a bag. Have 
students record their choices on a bar graph or pictograph. Have students 
discuss their results in groups or pairs using probability language such as less 
likely, more likely, equally likely,  certain, probable, and impossible.   

Geometry 

Ø Create laminated posters featuring different shapes (i.e. circle, square, triangle, 
pentagons, and hexagons) and post near your calendar. Select one shape per 
week and ask students to think about the attributes of that shape (angles, 
faces, vertices, and edges). Also have students think about where they see 
the shape within their environment (school, home, within the community). 
Record the students’ ideas on the poster, and continue doing so as the week 
progresses. Vary this activity to include geometric solids (i.e. cone, cube, 
rectangular prism).  

Ø Have students identify and create patterns using geometric shapes.  


