
Revised
Author: Emilie Shinskie

Lesson Title: Writing a News Story

Suggested Grade Level: 11th

Estimated Lesson Time: 60-120 minutes
Student Prior Knowledge:

Little background knowledge of components of news story; if not, an interest in journalism would be beneficial.

Standards:
LACC.612.W.2.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Goals:
Students will piece together a news story with provided information (quotes, paraphrases, 5Ws, lede, nut graf ect.) Students will write headline for story.  Understanding how a news story is pieced together to inform readers the simplest is important in news writing. Writing a good headline is imperative in grabbing reader’s attention. 

“I can statements”:

1. “I can identify the parts of a news story (quotes, paraphrases, 5Ws, lede, nut graf, ect.).”
2. “Using the parts of a news story (quotes, paraphrases, 5Ws, lede, nut graf, ect.) provided, I can piece together a news story so that it reads simply and coherently.”
3. “I can write a headline for a news story based off the story’s tone and main point.”
Resources: www.gainesville.com, alligator.org 

Procedures:
1.  We/class will read two news stories out loud, one from The Alligator and one from The Gainesville Sun (local). I/teacher will point out/teach the different parts to a news story (quotes, nut graf, lede, kicker,ect.) found in those stories. (15 min)
2. I/teacher will handout a sheet of mix-matched news information and will explain assignment. (5 minutes)
3. You/students will take the mix-matched news information and piece it together into a written, coherent news story, typing it on a Word document on provided computers. (60 minutes)
4. You/students will write/type a headline for your finished story. (15 minutes)
5. You/students will print out stories. You will exchange stories with a partner and read how that classmate put the story together. You will answer a list of 5 questions after reading partners’ story. ex. “What did he or she use for the lede?” “What did he or she use for the kicker?” (20 minutes)
6. You/students will turn stories in for grading.

I/teacher will be walking around helping students during this time.

Assessment: Teacher will score student’s news story 1-5, 1 being bad readability and 5 being good readability. 

Adaptations: For a student with a learning disability, instead of writing the news story, he or she could simply number the mix-matched news information, showing what order he or she would place it in. Student could be given aid to help complete this task. For a gifted student, he or she could be given news information that isn’t as cookie-cutter, information that would produce a feature story.  He or she could do the same assignment, but with less cut and dry information. Feature stories tend to be more creative and less strict on organizational guidelines. This would force student to think more creatively about how he or she arranges the story.

Original
Author: Brittany Borsanyi

Lesson Title: Structure of a news story and the five W’s (who, what, where, when, why and how)

Suggested Grade Level: 

12

Estimated Lesson Time: 

60-120 minutes  

Student Prior Knowledge:
Students will have basic research skills and will know how to use Microsoft Word to write their stories. 

Standards:
LACC.612.W.2.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Goals:
Students will prepare and revise a news story using the 5 W’s to understand what elements they need to think about when writing. Understanding how to write an effective news story using the 5 W’s is important because the readers will know why the story is relevant to them. It is also important to understand the format of a news story because readers are less likely to put the story down when sentences/paragraphs are concise. 
Learning Objectives or “I can statements”:
I can write an effective news story while considering the 5 W’s: who, what, where, when, why and how. This means I can write a story with information in the correct order of importance and relevance to audience. To learn this, I will refer to news stories in the Independent Florida Alligator and The Gainesville Sun. Task: write an effective news story containing most, if not all, of the 5 W’s. 
Using data from The Gainesville Sun’s website and The Independent Florida Alligator’s website, students will effectively write a news story and highlight or underline the lede and nut graph (First sentence and second paragraph). The lede and nut graph should contain most, if not all, of the 5 W’s. 
Resources: www.gainesville.com, alligator.org 

Procedures:
1.  We/Class will briefly go over what the 5 W’s are and the format of a new story. (20 min)

2. Students will answer a short answer poll question about the importance of the 5 W’s using their computers/smart board if there is one. (10 min)

3.  Students will split up into two groups. One group will read a story from The Gainesville Sun, and the other group will read a different story from The Gainesville Sun. (10 min)

4.  We/Class will talk about the news story just read and discuss the format and the 5 W’s used. (10 min) 

5. Students will repeat this procedure, but with stories from The Alligator. (10 min)

6. We/Class will talk about the stories read in The Alligator. (10 min)

7.  I will hand out a fact sheet and explain what should be included in the in-class news story assignment. (10 min)

8. Students independently work on computers to write the story (rest of class)

Assessment: A rubric will be used to assess students’ news stories


