
 

FORM LETTER 

[Date] 

Dear [Name], 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that I plan to use a text other than one listed on the [required 

reading list document name]. Below are some statements from respected educational research:  

• “English language arts policies should seek to build a collection of instructional materials 

that as a whole create balance and emphasis in the curriculum. Clearly, no single textbook 

or small set of instructional materials will meet the curricular goals of presenting various 

points of view, situations, and styles; addressing diverse ability levels; and representing the 

contributions of people of diverse religions, ages, races, ethnicity, abilities, and cultures” 

(NCTE, 2006). 

• “Neither the U.S. nor any state has a list of books that have to be read in a grade level” (Bomer, 

2011, p. 9).  

• “Because no particular text is going to be at an appropriate level of difficulty for all students, a 

whole-class text might be seen as a risky proposition—risky that we may be wasting time, risky that 

we may be further tangling up the confused reading processes of some students, risky of bruising 

developing reading identities, risky of forever souring students on a valued text” (Bomer, 2011, p. 

85).  

• “Studying literature, with its attendant focus on elements and style, is different from 

studying reading, which focuses on processes related to specific types of text rather than 

the text itself” (Franzak, 2008, p. 490). 

I plan to teach [preferred title] instead of [required title] because of the following reasons [pick as many 

that are applicable, as well as add to or revise as necessary]: 

• This text better reflects the interests of my students.  

• Students need more support in reading instruction of texts that reflect their present and future 

literary lives and less in learning to appreciate texts from the traditional canon. 

• This text will allow students to make connections to other texts they enjoy such as [TV show, 

short stories, editorials, movies, etc.]. This is an opportunity to increase student engagement and 

to participate in critical literacy. 

• This text will provide opportunities to connect to similar issues occurring in our local community. 

• Students have requested to read this text. 

• The required text is too hard. I have assessed my students by using a short excerpt and some 

basic comprehension questions, and I had an average comprehension rate of [insert percentage 

here] %. As a result, they will not be able to read this book independently for homework. 

I appreciate any feedback you may have, and I invite you to visit our classroom to see the students 

reading, writing, thinking, and talking about this text. 

Sincerely,  

[Name]  

[Title] 

 



 

 

DISCUSSION STARTERS 

• Why do we feel stuck to teaching the traditional canon?  

• How important is it to our students to teach them to appreciate great works of literature, if they 

are not able to understand these great works? 

• How can we include authors and stories that look and sound like the lives of our students? 

• What will happen if we don’t teach these texts? Consider this from the teacher, parent, student, 

and leadership’s points of view. 

• How can we start a teacher inquiry project around this topic? What is our research question? 

What data can be collected? How will we share our results? 

• How can we begin to make revisions to this document? How can it be more flexible? Can we start 

by identifying only a single required text?  

• Are there chapters of the text we can use versus reading the entire book? Is there a 

comprehensive film version of the text to use instead? 

• What do our students like to read? How can we use that information to make better text 

choices? How can we get feedback from our students following the class’s reading of a whole-

shared text to gauge interest and completion? 

• Are we teaching the novels because that is what we have available in the book room? How can 

we creatively get new resources without worrying about funding? How can we involve students 

and the community in these efforts? 
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