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Lesson Title: Principles of a Good Photograph 

Suggested Grade Level: 8th

Estimated Lesson Time: 50 minutes

Student Prior Knowledge:

Students will have some knowledge of photography.

Standards:

LA.8.6.3.1 - analyze ways that production elements (e.g., graphics, color, motion, sound, digital technology) affect communication across the media

Goals:

Students will demonstrate their ability to analyze a photograph by identifying the elements of photography in 10 different photos. (Being able to identify good photography will set the foundation for higher photojournalism skills.) 

I Can Statements:

“I can identify the 8 elements of good photography when looking at a photo.”
Procedures:

1.) We/teachers will compile a collection of 10 good photographs from the Internet (ex. National Geographic, ect.) that the students will judge at the end of the lesson, and we will compile a list of the elements of photography that exist in the photos.

2.) We/teachers will teach students the elements that make up a good photo: repetition, color, rule of thirds, angle (bird’s eye/worm’s eye), lines, storytelling photo, framing, and movement, by showing examples of each element from photos we select.  (15 minutes)

3.) You/students will write down the 8 elements of photography.

4.) We/teachers will explain the directions for the exercise. (3 minutes)

5.) We/teachers will show one photo at a time, asking the question, “What element to you see here?” 

6.) You/students will text us the dominant element that you/students see in the photo as quickly as possible.  

7.) We/teachers will ask the student whose text we received first, to explain why he or she chose that element of photography, by asking the question “Where do you see color, repetition, ect. in the photo?” We will also ask the follow-up question, “What story does this photograph tell?”

We/teachers will not chose any student twice, but will move to the next eligible student.

8.) We/teachers will toss a piece of candy to the student if he or she chooses the right element and explains is sufficiently. 

9.) The photographs will become more challenging as the exercise continues. 

(Steps 5-9, 20 minutes)
Assessment: Students will be assessed first and foremost by participation.  A rubric will also assess students, grading them on their ability to recognize the elements within each photo. 

Links: http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/ 

*The ideas for the lesson plan was a collaboration that we talked through
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