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Mercury
by Ethan, Jordan, Francis 
 
	Mercury is 57,909,178 kilometers away from the sun and it is also is 91,588, 713 kilometers away from Earth. Mercury takes a full 88 days to make a revolution around the sun and 1,407 hours and 30 minutes to make a rotation. This planet is 4,880 kilometers in diameter. 
 
	Mercury can be really hot or cold. It can get down to -173 degrees Celsius in the night and in the day it can get to 427 degrees Celsius. The temperature on Mercury changes from -173 degrees to 427 degrees. On one side of Mercury it looks rough and that side is facing the sun and it is almost like it is being burned. This planet is made of a large cool iron core. And the atmosphere is so thin it is barely detectable. Mercury is so hot there are no satellites.  It was the first planet. No other planet can get that hot and that cold. No one knows who discovered Mercury. It was named after a Roman God. 
 
	If you were going to go to Mercury, which you could not actually do, it would take you 40,609,604 minutes. If you took a rocket, that’s how long it should take, depending on the rocket’s speed. Humans could not live on Mercury because it is so hot in the day. If you tried to go to Mercury at night thinking it would be cooler you’re right. It is cold and you would freeze to death. 
SOURCES
Mercury. (1999-2012). Enchanted Learning. Retrieved from:
	http://enchantedlearning.com/mercury.htm 
 
Mercury. (1999-2012). Virtual Solar System. Retrieved from:
	http://www.virtualsolarsystem.com
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Venus
by Anna, Luke, Phaedra 
 
Venus is 18,611,036 kilometers from the Earth. It takes Venus 225 Earth days to go around the Sun in one revolution. Venus’s rotation is 5,832 Earth hours. The temperature can rise to 462 degrees Celsius. Venus is 864 degrees Fahrenheit so it’s much warmer than Earth. 
 
The planet is made of nickel and iron. Venus’s atmosphere is made of nitrogen and carbon dioxide. Venus has no satellites. It is hard to say what Venus looks like because of the clouds that surround it but we know that there is volcanic activity.  
 
Here are some interesting facts about Venus. Venus has the biggest volcano in the solar system, and it is called Ishtar and it has 4 main mountains, Venus is the lightest planet and it rotates backwards. The people who discovered Venus and named it were the Romans. The diameter of Venus is 12,104 kilometers. It would take 97 days [just over 3 months] to travel to Venus but it also matters what route the spaceship takes.  It also matters about the launch speed and trajectory. It’s almost impossible for humans to live on Venus because the pressure is unbearable and even if you survive the pressure, the atmosphere and heat would kill you. Venus can melt lead. The most memorable thing about Venus [besides dying] would be the view and just plain being there.
 
SOURCES
Venus. (1996-2012). National Geographic Society. Retrieved from:
	 http://www.VirtualSolarSystem.com
 
Venus. (1998-2012).  Kids Know It. Retrieved from: 
	http: //www.KidsAstronomy.com
 
Introduction to Venus. (1999-2010).  Enchanted Learning. Retrieved from:  	http://	EnchantedLearning.com
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Mars 
Tyler, Chelsea and Warner
 
 Mars is 48,677,440 miles (77348549 km) from Earth. It takes 687 days to make one revolution around the Sun. One day is 24 hours and 37 minutes long. Mars diameter is 4,222 miles. (6795 km).
 
Mars temperature is -125°F-25°F. The temperature changes by 82°C.  Earth’s temperature is different by 82°C than Mars’s temperature.
 
  Mars looks like a red brown and gray dried orange. Mars is made of rocks, nickel, iron and silicate. The atmosphere is made of a thin layer of carbon dioxide, nitrogen, oxygen and argon. Mars has two natural satellites, Phobos and Deimos. 
 
Interesting facts: Mars may have had life on it billions of years ago. Mars has the biggest volcano in the solar system. It is bigger than the state of Arizona. The Romans discovered and named Mars. Mars was named after the goddess of agriculture and war. Mars has ice that is made of carbon dioxide and those are called the Polar Caps. 
 
To get to Mars it would take 214 days (5.4 months) to get there. No person could live on Mars since you would freeze or die from lack of oxygen, since only 1% of Mars is made of oxygen. In addition, there is no food or water, so you would need to send supplies from Earth and you would need to bring a space suit to live on Mars. 
 
 
There are three places we would like to go to on Mars. The first place is to see the face on Mars. The second place would be to explore the human statue on Mars and look at the face on Mars. The third place we would like to see are the polar ice caps on Mars.
 
SOURCES
The Red Planet. (1996-2012).  National Geographic Society. Retrieved from: 
	 http://science.nationalgeographic.com
 
The Red Planet. (1997-2012). Space Centre Society. Retrieved from: 
	http://spacecentre.com
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Jupiter 
Jazia, Aiden, Joel
 
It would take two years and two months to travel (628,824,129km) to Jupiter from Earth in a space shuttle. It would take 4,331 to do a revolution around the Sun.
 
        No humans could live on Jupiter. The atmosphere is made of hydrogen and helium which is poisonous gas. Humans can’t live without oxygen. Jupiter is made out of liquid metallic hydrogen and the core is made out of rocks. Humans can’t walk on gas so they would have to freeze Jupiter just to land the spaceship. The storms are stronger than hurricanes on Earth so you would need to make a special shelter to survive. The temperature of Jupiter is -148 degrees Celsius. That is a difference of -91 degrees Celsius compared to Earth’s temperature, which is like Antarctica to Hawaii. So you would freeze to death unless you brought your own heat suit.
 
        Something we would do if we were on the planet is study the Great Red Spot. The Great Red Spot is a giant spinning storm that has existed for more than 400 years. Also we would look for more moons to see if there are any more for Jupiter. Jupiter has 63 moons that have been discovered. One of Jupiter’s moons called Ganymede and is larger than the planet Mercury.  It is the largest moon in the solar system. 
	Some scientists think that Jupiter was a failed star. If Jupiter didn’t fail and was many times larger it would be a second Sun. Something that you probably don’t know is that Jupiter has rings. Jupiter’s rings are made of small bits of dust. Meteors striking the surface of Jupiter’s moons kick up dust that goes into Jupiter’s orbit and forms the rings.
 
Jupiter looks like a giant ball with wavy stripes with storms all around the surface that looks like eyes.  Jupiter’s diameter is 142,984 in kilometers. That’s 130,228 kilometers more than Earth.
 
 
 
SOURCES
The Giant. (1996). National Geographic Society. 1996. Retrieved from: 
	 http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/space/solar-system/jupiter-
           article.html
 
 Jupiter. (1998-2012). Kids Know It. Retrieved from:
	http://www.Kidsastronomy.com/jupiter.htm
 
Jupiter. (2008-2012). The Galaxy Guide. Retrieved from: 
	http://thegalaxyguide.com/galaxy/Jupiter/index.html
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Saturn
Joey and Skyler        

	Saturn is 1,426,725,400 kilometers away from Earth. If you were traveling 28,000 kilometers an hour it would take 2 years, 11 months and 20 days to get to Saturn.
 
	No one could live on Saturn. The atmosphere is made out of hydrogen and no oxygen, so you will have to bring your own oxygen. The air is made out of poison and plus there are temperatures that average -185˚C. Saturn is -119˚C colder than Earth.
 
	The most memorable thing about Saturn is its tremendous rings. We want to see them up close. An interesting thing about the rings is that scientists are thinking that in 1,000,000 years the rings could turn into a moon.
 
Interesting Facts
 
	It takes Saturn 10,759 Earth days to make one revolution around the Sun and it takes Saturn 10 Earth hours and 39 Earth minutes to make one rotation. Saturn has 52 named moons. A man named Galileo discovered Saturn. The ancient Romans named Saturn. Saturn has a diameter of 120,537 kilometers.
 
SOURCES
Samantha, Harvey. Saturn: Read More.  NASA. Retrieved from:
	http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/planets/profile.cfm?object=saturn&display= 	overviewlong
 
Saturn. (1996-2012).  National Geographic Society. Retrieved from:
	 http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/space/solar-system
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Uranus 
Haleigh and Tori
 
	Uranus is 2,721,354,259 kilometers away from Earth, so it would take 6 years and 2 months to get there and back. If we go there, we could not live there because the temperature is 357 degrees below zero! It has methane in its atmosphere. That is what gives it a blue green color. Scientists believe that there is a boiling lake in the core. The most memorable thing about Uranus would be seeing if the atmosphere is blue from the inside, and being able to go into space in the first place! 
 
Distance:
	Uranus is 2,870,972,170 km away from the Sun, and 2,721,354,259 km away from Earth. It takes 30,687days to revolve around the Sun, but a day on Uranus only takes seventeen hours and fifteen minutes. 
 
Temperature:
	Uranus’s average temperature is -357 F (-216 C). Yes, it does change, another temperature is -300 F (-184 C).
 
Attributes:
	Uranus is a light blue color, with 11 known rings. It has a rocky core with water and liquid hydrogen surrounding it. Its atmosphere is made of hydrogen, helium, and methane.
 
Interesting Facts:
	Uranus has 27 moons. It is a gas giant. The methane in its atmosphere gives it a blue-green color. William Herschel named it after the Greek god of the sky.      
 
SOURCES
Kids Astronomy. (1998). Kids Know It. Retrieved from:
	  http://www.kidsastronomy.com/solar-system.htm
 
Solar System Exploration. (Feb. 8, 2012).  Uranus, Read More. National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Retrieved from:
	http://solarsystem.NASA.gov/planets/profile.cfm?obje-ct=uranus
 
The Galaxy Guide, Uranus. (200). Hubblesite, NASA. Retrieved from:
	 http://thegalaxyguide.com/galaxy/uranus/index.html
 
Virtual Solar System, Uranus. (1988). National Geographic Society. Retrieved from:
	 http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/space/s-olar  
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Neptune
Juliana and Alec
 
	To go to Neptune it would take about 10-12 years. For the whole trip it would take 21-25 years at the most. You would probably stay there for a year in Earth years. You should pack at least a 26 year supply of food. Neptune is 2,701,128,980 miles away from Earth. Neptune is 4,498,252,900 kilometers away from the Sun. Neptune’s diameter is 49,529 kilometers.
 
	Humans could not live on Neptune because the atmosphere is made of hydrogen, helium and methane. The surface is water with a rocky core of liquid rock and ammonia. It has a four thousand mile atmosphere. Neptune’s temperature is -360 degrees Fahrenheit. Neptune’s temperature changes rapidly.
 
	Beware of storms, especially the Great Dark Spot; the winds blow 1200 miles per hour.
	Neptune has 13 known moons. Their names are Triton, Nereid, Naiad, Thalassa, Despina, Galatea, Larissa, Proteus, Halimede, Psamathe, Sao, Laomedeia, and Neso.    
 
     Fun Facts
•Johann Galle, Urbain Le Verrier and John Couch Adams discovered Neptune in 1846.
•Neptune is named after a Roman God of the sea (equivalent to the Greek Poseidon).
•Neptune is unique because it has The Rings and The Great Spot.
•Neptune looks like a gigantic bouncy ball, a blueberry and Uranus but a little darker in some spots and lighter in others.
•Neptune has a cloud named Scooter.
 
SOURCES
Davis, Phil. Neptune; moons. (March 30, 2012).  NASA. Retrieved from: 
	 http://solarsytem.nasa.gov/planets/profile.cmf?Object=Neptune&display=sats
 
Neptune. (1998-2012). Kids Know It Network. Retrieved from:
	 http://www.kidsastronomy.com/neptune.htm
 
Neptune’s Stats. (1996-2012). National Geographic Society. Retrieved from:
	 http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/space/solar_system/neptune-  
           article.htm
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Pluto
Sienna and Nicole
 
	To go to Pluto it would take 23 years and 105 days travelling at the speed that the space shuttle orbits at 17,500 miles per hour. It would take 46 years and 210 days to go and come back from Earth to Pluto. At the speed of the New Horizon Probe (the space ship that NASA will take to Pluto in 2015,) which travels at 15,000 MPH,  it will take 9.5 years from Earth to Pluto, it would take 18.10 years from Earth to Pluto and back. 
 
If you were to travel to Pluto you would need a supply of food that would last 47 years. You would also need water, oxygen, and warmth because with Pluto’s temperature you would not survive.              
 
	Due to the fact that there is no oxygen, no water and the temperature is hundreds of degrees below zero, and no air, Pluto cannot support life. If you were to go to Pluto the most memorable thing about Pluto is just getting to be there and seeing things you have never seen before.
 
Attributes 
 
Pluto does have an atmosphere that is made of nitrogen, methane, and carbon monoxide. Sometimes Pluto’s atmosphere freezes because Pluto is so far from the Sun. When Pluto revolves closer to the Sun, Pluto’s atmosphere melts. Nobody knows what Pluto looks like because humans have not observed it closely enough to know how Pluto’s true details look. 
 
Pluto is made out of a rocky core and ice made of frozen nitrogen, methane, and carbon monoxide. Pluto has three satellites: Nix, Hydra, and Charon. Recently a new satellite has been discovered called P4.                                                    
 
 
Temperature                     
Pluto’s Min/Max temperature is -387 F to 369 F (-233 C to-223 C). Pluto’s temperature does change. Earth’s temperature ranges from -89.2 Celsius to 70.7 Celsius.  In Fahrenheit it is -129 degrees Fahrenheit to 159 Fahrenheit.
 
Distance                  
Pluto is very far away from the Sun. It is 5,906,380,000 kilometers away from the Sun and it is 3,670,050,000 miles away from the sun. Pluto is 2,423,217,891 km away from the Earth. Pluto is 3,622,905,820 miles away from Earth. One rotation takes 6 days and 9 hours. One revolution around the Sun takes 90,465 days. Pluto’s diameter is 2,300 in km or 1,430 miles.                        
 
Interesting facts
Clyde W. Tombaugh discovered Pluto in 1930. Pluto was actually discovered by accident. Pluto is smaller than seven of the solar system’s moons (Moon, Io, Europa, Ganymede, Callisto, Titan, and Triton.)Veneita Burney was the 11 year old girl who named Pluto in 1918 and lived in Oxford, England.            
 
SOURCES
Pluto. (1998-2012). Kids Know It. Retrieved from:
           http://www.kidsastronomy.com/pluto.htm 
 
Pluto. (1996-2012). National Geographic Society. Retrieved from:
          http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/space/solarsystem.com/dwarf-
          planet.html     
Pluto. (1998-2010). Enchanted Learning. Retrieved from:
          http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/pluto/ 
 
Pluto. (2008-2012). The Galaxy Guide. Retrieved from: 
          http://thegalaxyguide.com/Pluto/index.html
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