
Skill 27: Use Surveys 
 
Students will be able to (SWBAT): 

1. Define the skill Use Surveys and identify why the skill is important. 
2. Develop a plan to improve their own proficiency in the skill Use Surveys. 

 
Provided Materials: Skill 27: Use Surveys – Development Plan 
 

 
Skill Definition: Use Surveys means administering and analyzing surveys to collect data for a 
specific purpose. 
 

 
Warm Up Brainstorm (5-10 minutes): Write the provided skill definition on the board for 
students to copy in their notes.  Tell the class that the principal of your school believes that teachers 
give too little homework and has asked your class to create a survey to find information about how 
much and what kind of homework teachers at your school are assigning students.  The data you 
collect will help him/her create a new policy for teachers regarding assigning homework.  Have the 
following questions listed on the board or on an overhead projector/laptop to complete together: 
 

1. What information are you looking to collect in your survey? (Note: it is useful to state the 
goal of your survey in the form of a question, such as: What flavor of ice cream do students 
in our school like the most?) 

2. Who should you survey to get the information you need? 
3. How many people do you need to survey in order for your results to mean anything? 
4. In what way will you conduct your survey (face-to-face, by mail or mailboxes at school, 

online, over the phone, etc)? 
5. What kinds of questions will you ask on your survey (multiple choice or open-ended)? 

 
Ask students why it is important to answer these questions before completing your survey.  Remind 
students that if you don’t start off with a good understanding of your survey and what its purpose is, 
you can’t expect it to be very useful. 
 
Guided Activity (20-25 minutes): Divide the class into groups of 3 or 4 and assign them the 
following tasks to complete: 

 Create 5 questions for your survey, keeping in mind the plan you created together as a class. 

 Create a plan for how to analyze and present the survey information to the principal. 

 Figure out what the possible outcomes might be once you present your survey analysis to the 
principal. 

 Figure out the possible outcomes if the principal does not receive survey information but 
makes a decision about the homework policy based on his/her preference or opinion. 

 Individually share the answer to this question with the members of your group: why do you 
think the skill Use Surveys might be important to have later on in your life, either in school, 
in your career, or as a private citizen? 

 
When groups are finished and as time allows, ask each group to share their answers to the tasks they 
completed. 



 
Independent Practice (5-10 minutes): Students complete the Skill 27: Use Surveys – 
Development Plan. 
 
Evaluation: Assess the quality of the plans completed by the students and provide feedback using 
Part Three of this manual; compare to the responses they gave for Skill 27 in their initial Student 
Skills Assessment.  
 
Extension Activities: 

 When assigning research projects, require that students either create and administer a survey 
or use data from a survey to support their work. 

 Offer extra credit to students who bring in current events articles that make use of survey 
information; students should offer a critique of the survey information presented in the 
article.  

 Teach lessons that provide much more detailed instruction of how to create survey samples 
and questions and to conduct data analysis from surveys collected.   

  



Skill 27: Use Surveys – Development Plan 
 
Name:         Date:      
 
Directions: Give yourself a rating of 1, 2, 3, or 4 in this skill, with 1 indicating poor proficiency and 

4 indicating excellence in the skill. Provide evidence for your rating. 

Rating:  ____ 

Evidence:  

 

 

 

 

Where do you want to be in six months and how will you measure your progress? 

 

 

 

 

List academic and non-academic activities to help you achieve your goal in six months, using the 

back of this page if necessary.  Each activity should be a specific academic experience, class, 

community service project, extra-curricular activity, internship or job.  List them in order from the 

most important to the least important. 

 

 

 

 

 


