
 

Skill 30: Use Graphs and Tables 
For this lesson plan, students will need the use of a computer in pairs. 

 
Students will be able to (SWBAT): 

1. Define the skill Use Graphs and Tables and identify why the skill is important. 
2. Develop a plan to improve their own proficiency in the skill Use Graphs and Tables. 

 
Provided Materials: 

 Skill 30: Use Graphs and Tables – Text vs. Graphs 
 Skill 30: Use Graphs and Tables – Development Plan 

 

 
Skill Definition: Use Graphs and Tables means creating visual representations of data from a 
spreadsheet. 
 

 
Warm Up Brainstorm (5-10 minutes): Write the provided skill definition on the board for 
students to copy in their notes.  Ask if any students have ever created tables or graphs from a 
spreadsheet before and, if so, why did they do it, how did it go and how useful was it.  Try to include 
the following notes in your discussion with students:                      

 Tables are just simplified data, where graphs are visual representations of data         

 Employers often want the bottom line of your research, necessitating a graph             

 No matter how large the data set, graphs and tables can make it digestible     
 
Guided Activity (20-25 minutes): Ask students to work in pairs at a computer and to complete the 
provided worksheet Skill 30: Use Graphs and Tables – Text vs. Graphs.  If you think that the 
students will have a hard time with the activity, you could do one sample together; in that case you 
would: 

 Go to: http://www.economist.com/research/articlesBySubject/display.cfm?id=7933596  

 Choose one of the “Daily Charts” 

 Complete the questions together as a class before having the students do three more 
examples on their own, using their worksheet as a guide 

 
When everyone is finished, lead a discussion about what graphs the students looked at and why they 
think the graphs were useful/important; you should also ask for volunteers to share their answers to 
the final two questions on the worksheet. 
 
Independent Practice (5-10 minutes): Students complete the Skill 30: Use Graphs and Tables 
– Development Plan. 
 
Evaluation: Assess the quality of the plans completed by the students and provide feedback using 
Part Three of this manual; compare to the responses they gave for Skill 30 in their initial Student 
Skills Assessment.  
 
Extension Activity: 

 Assign students work that requires them to either use or prepare a table or chart; this can be 

done in any subject area with a little creativity.



 

 

Skill 30: Use Graphs and Tables – Text vs. Graphs 
 

Name:         Date:      
 
Directions: Go to the website:  

http://www.economist.com/research/articlesBySubject/display.cfm?id=7933596 
to see a list of daily briefings from The Economist that includes both text and charts, tables or 
maps.  To complete this activity, you will need to choose three different “Daily Charts” that sound 
interesting to you (note: if you pick one that is a map, you will have to choose a different one; all 
three choices need to be bar charts or trend line graphs).  Complete the questions below for each of 
the three “Daily Charts” you choose, as well as the two additional questions at the bottom. 
 
Daily Chart #1 
1. What is the title of the “Daily Chart”?          
 
2. What is the source of the information for the “Daily Chart?       

 
3. Which part of this briefing gives you more information: the text or the chart?     
 
4. Why or how do you know your answer for #3?        

             

              

5. In what kind of profession or position might you be responsible for either creating this chart or 

using this chart?            

             

              

 

Daily Chart #2 
6. What is the title of the “Daily Chart”?          
 
7. What is the source of the information for the “Daily Chart?       

 
8. Which part of this briefing gives you more information: the text or the chart?     
 
9. Why or how do you know your answer for #8?        

             

              

10. In what kind of profession or position might you be responsible for either creating this chart or 

using this chart?            



 

             

              

 
Daily Chart #3 
11. What is the title of the “Daily Chart”?          
 
12. What is the source of the information for the “Daily Chart?       

 
13. Which part of this briefing gives you more information: the text or the chart?     
 
14. Why or how do you know your answer for #13?        

             

              

15. In what kind of profession or position might you be responsible for either creating this chart or 

using this chart?            

             

              

 

Additional Questions (you can answer personally instead of with your partner) 

16.  In general, do you prefer to read data/numbers in text or represented visually in a table, graph or 

chart? 

 

 

 

 

17. In the type of profession you hope to have one day (or if you don’t know, one that you are at 

least considering), how do you think you might use the skill of being able to create tables or 

graphs? 

  



 

Skill 30: Use Graphs and Tables – Development Plan 
 
Name:         Date:      
 
Directions: Give yourself a rating of 1, 2, 3, or 4 in this skill, with 1 indicating poor proficiency and 

4 indicating excellence in the skill. Provide evidence for your rating. 

Rating:  ____ 

Evidence:  

 

 

 

 

Where do you want to be in six months and how will you measure your progress? 

 

 

 

 

List academic and non-academic activities to help you achieve your goal in six months, using the 

back of this page if necessary.  Each activity should be a specific academic experience, class, 

community service project, extra-curricular activity, internship or job.  List them in order from the 

most important to the least important. 

 

 

 

 

 


