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Bellmore-Merrick Central High School District

7 / 8 Reading & Writing Curriculum


This curriculum is designed to meet the Response to Intervention framework for Tier II which addresses targeting skill deficits with research / evidence based strategies and tested teacher-designed learning activities.  The design of the class is to concentrate on skills necessary for success in both reading and writing equally.  The components of the curriculum address pre-requisite skills, common conceptual misunderstandings and struggles, intervention strategies, conceptual development to meet grade level standards, classroom connections and formative assessment.  

These questions were considered in the design process.
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Along with this curriculum, students have an individualize program, Academy of Reading, School Specialty, which further fills in gaps and areas of need.


The curriculum is not meant to be taught in any specific sequence nor is it bound by specific time factors.  The design of an RtI program is to meet the needs of students as they are uncovered by the teacher.


Big Ideas and Understandings are selected which align to the current 7th and 8th Grade ELA curriculum.  Common Core Standards are addressed.
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Reading and Writing Curriculum

Disinterest/Lack of Personal Connection

	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings: 

- One’s identity is what makes us unique.
- Our identity is made up of our character traits.
- Our identity is always evolving.

	Common Core Standards

Reading
- Determine a theme of a text and analyze its development.

- Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts.

- Interpret, analyze, and evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama by making connections to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, and personal events.


	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Ability to stay focused and/or interested in assigned reading.
	- Students are unable to make sense of texts due to inability to make connections and/or find interest in the topic.
	- Intrinsic motivation is fostered through the self-selection of books.

- Explore books that relate to student hobbies, culture, religion, etc.

- Stop and react during reading.  Use post-its, or reading logs to have students personally react to text.  

- Stop and draw a picture of the scene, draw a picture of a prediction or act out the scene.

- Use Scope/Action intervention magazines from Scholastic.  These are geared toward low level readers.

- Use pop culture, artists, musicians, and celebrities to trigger interest in reading.

- Relate movies to books they portray.


Disinterest/Lack of Personal Connection
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- One’s identity is what makes us unique.
- Our identity is made up of our character traits.
- Our identity is always evolving.

	Common Core Standards

Reading
- Determine a theme of a text and analyze its development.

- Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts.

- Interpret, analyze, and evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama by making connections to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, and personal events.



	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Choose reading for a personally relevant purpose.
	- Help students articulate their personal, learning, and reading goals.  

Example: Who am I? Where do I fit in? Why do I like/dislike reading? What kind of reader do I aspire to be?

- Book talks after students are finished reading.  Assign times to sit with each student and simply talk and discuss their opinion of the text.

- Reading Logs:  5 minute conference with student.  

- Read a passage out of the book and individually discuss with the student.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Reading with Fluency

	Big Idea:  Community

Understandings:

- A community can be defined in many ways.

- Everyone in a community has an important role.


	Common Core Standards

Language
- Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words or phrases.

- Acquire and use grade appropriate words and phrases accurately.

- Gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension.



	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Ability to read with fluency, a level of speed and accuracy of word recognition.
	- Challenged by multisyllabic words.

- Unable to decode words.

- Unaware of appropriate inflection and tone while reading.

- Students read less text due to inability to recognize sight words and/or decode.


	- Repeated expert modeling of fluent reading.

- Repeated readings.

- Create rich literary environment in the classroom.
- Use configuration clues. Sometimes the distinct shapes of words can help readers figure them out. Elephant is a long word, and unusual in its shape; Up is a little word.

- Recognize the formation of words/ identify and understand the meaning of word parts - roots, prefixes, and suffixes.


Reading with Fluency
	Big Idea:  Community
Understandings: 
- A community can be defined in many ways.

- Everyone in a community has an important role.


	Common Core Standards

Language
- Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words or phrases.

- Acquire and use grade appropriate words and phrases accurately.

- Gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension.


	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Be able to read with greater comprehension.
	- Independent reading with active support.

- Guided oral feedback while reading.

- Create word walls or a class list of sight vocabulary words from the child's own experiences, including names of family and friends. High frequency words - words that children encounter in texts frequently.

- Students will read news articles from their local newspapers.  Students will model these articles and write their own about their school community.
- Shared reading - students are paired and read to each other increasing the amount of active reading time.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Punctuation

	Big Idea:  Identity

Understandings:

- Identity affects our understanding of others.
	Common Core Standards

Language
- Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing and reading.

- Demonstrate the command of the conventions of standard English: capitalization, punctuations, and spelling when writing.



	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Ability to identify, acknowledge, and utilize correct punctuation while reading or writing.

- Need to understand the necessity of correct punctuation.
	- Students may struggle with sentence formation.

- Students read with no regard for punctuation.

- Disregard of punctuation leads to less reading comprehension.

- Students write with no regard for capitalization (all lowercase letters) or punctuation (no use of periods or commas).


	- Students spend time learning sentence combining, in addition to traditional grammar instruction. 

- Sentence combining activities. Address simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences.
- Teach the function of punctuation within the context of reading as opposed to an independent activity.  

- Go over capitalization rules.

- Punctuation mini-lessons utilizing class reading passages.

- Address topics such as complete, fragment, and run-on sentences; the role of the period, comma, semi-colon, and dialogue.

- Define parts of speech.

- Define common and proper nouns.

- Read-alouds modeling the role of punctuation.  Read with and without punctuation and discuss how it sounds and its effects on meaning.

- Highlight punctuation.


Punctuation
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Identity affects our understanding of others.
	Common Core Standards

Language
- Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing and reading.

- Demonstrate the command of the conventions of standard English: capitalization, punctuations, and spelling when writing.


	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Students will exhibit control of punctuation while reading and writing.
	- Have a Punctuation Play- Off Day.  Place students in teams and play a game where each team has an opportunity to score a point if they can correctly edit a sentence.  Hand out slips to each team and tell them how many errors exist.  Students practice reading with punctuation to determine what needs to be edited.  The first team to finish and explain their findings in front of the class gets a point.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Silent Sustained Reading
	Big Idea:  Change and Decision Making
Understandings:

Nonfiction Reading

- Nonfiction reading will vary depending on the form of nonfiction being read (i.e. diary vs. newspaper).
- Nonfiction can be more powerful than fiction because it deals with real people and real conflicts.
- Through nonfiction, they can learn about the world around them.
- Reading nonfiction will broaden their knowledge base.
- Nonfiction connects human thoughts and experiences to the factual and scientific world.
Change and Decision-making

- The power to choose and make decisions is a natural right and power.
- Not making a choice is a choice.
- Our actions speak louder than words.

	Common Core Standards

Reading

- Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
- Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a discussion.
- Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Students need to be able to read on their own for a short period of time (about ten minutes).

	- Don’t want to read.
- Can’t focus on the reading for even a few minutes.
- Get distracted by the environment (noise, comfort, etc).
- Students are unable to understand what they are reading because they do not have the necessary background knowledge and vocabulary skills.

	- Expose students to a number of genres and forms of writing.
- Do Book or Text Walks to familiarize students with different texts.
· Look at the cover, title page, table of contents, and index.
· Examine illustrations, charts, and other graphics.
· Look at how the book/text is broken into different chapters/units/sections.
· Discuss what the significance of these features might be.
- Allow freedom in choosing their reading materials.
- Present materials across a range of abilities and content areas.
- Allow students to take a personal break while reading to write, stretch, day dream for a minute.
- Gradually work up to a time goal at each students’ own pace.
- Read in comfortable and various settings.
- Use “Fix-Up Strategies” to get through difficult sections of text.
· Reread the sentence.  Read more slowly.

· Reread the sentences before and after the sentence with a difficult section.
· Keep reading for now, and come back after a page or two.
· Look at any bold print, captions, italics, or graphics.
· Look at affixes and roots to break the word down.
· Try reading it aloud.
· Use a dictionary, glossary, thesaurus to look up unknown words, phrases, or concepts.
· Think about what is already known about the content (use prior knowledge).


Silent Sustained Reading
	Big Idea:  Change and Decision Making
Understandings:

Nonfiction Reading

- Nonfiction reading will vary depending on the form of nonfiction being read (i.e. diary vs. newspaper).
- Nonfiction can be more powerful than fiction because it deals with real people and real conflicts.
- Through nonfiction, they can learn about the world around them.
- Reading nonfiction will broaden their knowledge base.
- Nonfiction connects human thoughts and experiences to the factual and scientific world.
Change and Decision-making

- The power to choose and make decisions is a natural right and power.
- Not making a choice is a choice.
- Our actions speak louder than words.


	Common Core Standards

Reading

- Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
- Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a discussion.
- Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Read continuously for about twenty to thirty minutes.
- Understand what is read.
- Discuss the reading.
- Write about what has been read.


	- Read a piece (fiction and nonfiction) and write about it/discuss it.
- Keep a reading journal with brief plot summaries and extensive commentary.
- Compare/contrast two pieces of writing.  (This skill is essential for any task in any class in which students are asked to read and respond in some way.)




Reading and Writing Curriculum

Limited Background Knowledge

	Big Idea:  Changes and Decisions

Understandings:

- Sometimes we are forced to make a choice.

- We must accept the consequences of our choices.

- Change is inevitable.

- People respond differently to change.
	Common Core Standards

Reading
- Determine a central theme and analyze its development over the course of the texts, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot.

Writing
- Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.



	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Ability to draw from inferencing skills in order to move beyond literal levels of interpretation.

- Ability to tap into their own bank of experiences in order to connect to the literature.
	- Inability to connect experiences beyond the classroom with school reading.

- Difficulty making inferences.

- Limited linguistic knowledge.

- Need for language/cultural differences to be recognized in the classroom.


	- Teach self-questioning through journal writing.

- Activate knowledge by making predictions about meaning.

- Reflect on what has been comprehended.

- Revise student understanding.


Limited Background Knowledge
	Big Idea:  Changes and Decisions

Understandings:

- Sometimes we are forced to make a choice.

- We must accept the consequences of our choices.

- Change is inevitable.

- People respond differently to change.
	Common Core Standards

Reading
- Determine a central theme and analyze its development over the course of the texts, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot.

Writing
- Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.



	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Independently activate prior knowledge.
	- Thematic organization in which themes are carefully developed with related pieces of literature supporting the activation and development of prior knowledge.

Example: Use Frost’s The Road Not Taken to initiate discussion of decisions/choices.  

Example:  Write about personal experiences that required a difficult decision.  What happened? Were you happy with your choice?  Were there any consequences to your decision?

- For English language learners, use cognates, words that are similar in two languages.

- Provide opportunities for limited research.  Based upon informational text or literary text, students choose a concept of topic they want to learn more about.  Students are provided with a graphic organizer to facilitate and focus this process.  Students explain what their investigation helped them to better understand in the original text.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Understanding Vocabulary in Context/Author’s Word Choice
	Big Idea:  Identity

Understandings:

- Our identity is made up of our character traits, past, beliefs, relationships, environment, and choices.
- A person’s appearance may or may not reflect who he/she is.
- Identity helps us to relate to characters and their experiences.
- Our opinions help shape our identity.
- Our identity may present itself in our writing.
- With identity comes various points of view.
- There is a direct correlation between identity and perspective.

	Common Core Standards

Reading

- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.
- Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Writing

- Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
- Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Language

- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
- Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases.
- Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
- Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.


	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Understand grade- level vocabulary.
- Knowledge of varied topics and subjects.
- Understand alphabetical order.
- Understand parts of speech and their functions.
- Know the verb tenses.
- How to use a dictionary.
- How to use a thesaurus.
	- Students give up when they don’t understand what they’re reading.
- Vocabulary quiz grades are all right, but students don’t understand how to use the words.
- Unable to effectively look up word definitions in a dictionary.
- Use the same words over and over.
- Use words they don’t understand (ones found in the thesaurus).
- Students are unable to understand what they are reading because they do not have the necessary back ground knowledge and vocabulary skills.
	- Define words in their own language.
- Keep personal lists of words learned and of alternatives for overused/general words.
- Familiarize students with both print and online dictionaries/thesauruses.
- Book Walks with dictionaries and thesauruses (look at and discuss page layout, definition layout, etc.)

- Write sentences that illustrate the meaning of given words.
- Examine word parts (roots, prefixes, suffixes).
- Discuss synonyms and antonyms for words.
- Use a Word Wall to display and discuss vocabulary.
- Use “Fix-Up Strategies” to figure out word meanings in context.
· Reread the sentence.  Read more slowly.
· Reread the sentences before and after the one containing the unknown word.
· Keep reading for now, and come back after a page or two.
· Look at any bold print, captions, italics, or graphics.
· Look at affixes and roots to break the word down.
· Try reading it aloud.
· Use a dictionary, glossary, and thesaurus.
· Think about what you already know about the content (use prior knowledge).



Understanding Vocabulary in Context/Author’s Word Choice
	Big Idea:  Identity

Understandings:

- Our identity is made up of our character traits, past, beliefs, relationships, environment, and choices.
- A person’s appearance may or may not reflect who he/she is.
- Identity helps us to relate to characters and their experiences.
- Our opinions help shape our identity.
- Our identity may present itself in our writing.
- With identity comes various points of view.
- There is a direct correlation between identity and perspective.

	Common Core Standards

Reading

- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.
- Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Writing

- Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
- Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Language

- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
- Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases.
- Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
- Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.



	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Decipher a word’s meaning using context.
- Use a dictionary to define a word and then write the definition in students’ own words.
- Understand connotation vs. denotation.
- Understand why writers choose to use particular words.
- Understand how word choice affects a piece of writing.
- Write using more sophisticated/ specific words.

	- Explain the tone/mood of a piece, giving examples of words used to convey that tone/mood.
- Keep a personal vocabulary list of new words learned.
- Use specific words to accurately convey ideas, tone, mood, etc.

- Write about a specific topic using the appropriate academic vocabulary.
- Rewrite a sentence/paragraph/etc. using different words to achieve different tones/moods.
- Read and comprehend texts from different content areas.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Main Idea

	Big Idea:  Conflict
Understandings:

- There are benefits to resolving conflicts and facing challenges.

- Not dealing with conflict can be harmful.

- Resolutions to conflicts will impact others.


	Common Core Standards

Reading
- Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Ability to grasp the main idea of a reading passage.
	- Difficulty making inferences.

- Difficulty in self-regulated 

comprehension.

- Confusion after long reading passages.

- Difficulty making transitions in paragraphs or concepts.
	- Provide guided reading questions.

- Help students sound out letters in unfamiliar words.

- Provide a graphic organizer and have students stop and summarize throughout the reading passage.

- Read aloud with students as they are reading.

- Incorporate “fix-up” strategies such as re-reading or reading ahead to clarify meaning.

- Students will self-monitor during shared and guided reading when they think aloud to share their understanding of a text with the teacher or with other students.

- Conduct shared reading, where the teacher leads the class in reading or chanting a text -- a book, poem, or message on a chart -- that is often enlarged for the whole class to see. This allows students to observe the reading process and to practice reading strategies or concepts in the safety of a group.


Main Idea
	Big Idea:  Conflict
Understandings:

- There are benefits to resolving conflicts and facing challenges.

- Not dealing with conflict can be harmful.

- Resolutions to conflicts will impact others.


	Common Core Standards

Reading
- Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Be able to make associations, predictions, generate questions, create mental imagery, clarify, elaborate, summarize, and evaluate their texts.
	- Students will read and create their own multiple choice questions for texts.  Questions can be modeled, but the focus should be on comprehension.

- Record evidence of what appears to be key ideas and information and then determine the main idea.
- Use quick writes to summarize the main idea and conference with other students to share ideas and provide evidence.



Reading and Writing Curriculum

Identify and Cite Relevant Information/Textual Evidence
	Big Idea:  
Understandings:

- Non-fiction reading will vary depending on the form of nonfiction being read (i.e., diary vs. newspaper).

- Non-fiction can be more powerful than fiction because its deals with real people and real conflicts.

- Through nonfiction, they can learn about the world around them.

- Reading non-fiction will broaden their knowledge base.

- Non-fiction connects human thoughts and experiences to the factual and scientific world. 
	Common Core Standards

Reading

- Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text.
- Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a discussion.
- Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
Writing

- Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
- Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Understand the purpose of a piece of writing.
- Understand audience.
- Understand format.
- Understand given prompts.
- Understand what textual support is.
- Know what information is needed to effectively write a particular piece.

	- More information is better even if it isn’t completely relevant.
- Opinions/commentaries are used as evidence.
- Important information is left out.

	- Keep a list of works used (works cited).
- Keep a list of works referred to (bibliography).
- Use prewriting strategies (outlines, graphic  organizers, etc.) to plan what information is to be included in the writing.
- For each fact/detail included, write a brief explanation of why this information is relevant to the task.
- Work with peers to determine if there is any information included that is unnecessary.
- Identify any statements/details that may be opinion or commentary (fact versus opinion).  Find a piece of information or a text detail that supports any opinion/commentary. 

- Work with peers to determine if there are any gaps in the information (Does the reader have any questions?)

- Read with a highlighter when looking for relevant information/text support.
- Practice note-taking.
- After reading the prompt, write a statement that explains what the piece should prove/explain/ describe, etc. (This may be used later as a thesis statement.)

- When reading a prompt, make the following notes:
· Who will be reading this piece?
· What format should the piece take? (essay, letter, etc.)
· What is the purpose of the piece? (to explain, persuade, etc.)


Identify and Cite Relevant Information/Textual Evidence
	Big Idea:  
Understandings:

- Non-fiction reading will vary depending on the form of nonfiction being read (i.e., diary vs. newspaper).

- Non-fiction can be more powerful than fiction because its deals with real people and real conflicts.

- Through nonfiction, they can learn about the world around them.

- Reading non-fiction will broaden their knowledge base.

- Non-fiction connects human thoughts and experiences to the factual and scientific world. 
	Common Core Standards

Reading

- Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
- Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a discussion.
- Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

Writing

- Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
- Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Determine what information is needed to complete a writing assignment.
- Find information/evidence that will satisfy assignment requirements.
- Give credit to authors of information used. 

- Include commentary to support  information/text evidence where appropriate.
	- Write a literary essay.
- Write an informational piece/research paper.
- Explain a procedure/give directions.
- Use parenthetical references/works cited/bibliography.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Word Choice
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Identity affects our understanding of others and others’ understanding of us.

- People often make judgments about others based on the appearance of their identity
	Common Core Standards

Language
- Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

· Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.

- Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 7 or 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

· Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or part of speech.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Appropriate use of words or wording to support thinking.
- Maintain consistency in style and tone.
- Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.
- Consult reference materials.
- Recognizes and eliminates wordiness and redundancy .
(8th Grade)
	- Student cannot define “synonym” and “antonym.”

- Student thinks that the synonym of a word holds the same exact meaning of the original word.
- Student writes and speaks with a limited or overly juvenile vocabulary.
- Student does not use references materials (dictionaries or thesauruses) to vary and develop their writing.

- Student does not understand the concept of style or the impact of tone in writing through word choice.

	- Students examine and brainstorm the characteristics and uses of a dictionary vs. a thesaurus and note the differences between the two.

- Students work in pairs to create synonym/antonym charts, in which each pair is given a word with its direct synonym (happy/sad).  The pair must look up both words in a thesaurus, then determine which synonym best pairs with the available antonyms. (7th Grade)

Ex: 

Happy

sad

Elated

depressed

Glowing

dim

Sunny

gloomy

- Provide students with bland, lifeless passages.  Have the students rewrite the passage adding life to it by adding carefully chosen adjectives, adverbs, and verbs to make the passage seem real and vivid. (8th Grade)

- Hold a funeral for “dead” words.  Students break into small groups and are given a word.  The students will use that word and a thesaurus to create a eulogy using the synonyms and antonyms to describe the characteristics that the dead word showed during its lifetime.  Place the “dead” words on a giant tombstone and display it in the classroom for the rest of the year.  Let students know that they will lose a point or two on graded assignments for using any of the “dead” words.

- Create a word wall in the classroom where basic adjectives, verbs, and adverbs are displayed with their more mature synonyms listed underneath so students may refer to it throughout the year.
- Students will compare and contrast passages written on the same topic.  In pairs or small groups, students will reflect on their observations as to which passage is the better passage and why.

- Explain and demonstrate to students how their word choice affects how people view their intelligence.


Word Choice
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Identity affects our understanding of others and others’ understanding of us.

- People often make judgments about others based on the appearance of their identity
	Common Core Standards

Language
- Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

· Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.

- Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 7 or 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

· Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or part of speech.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Express thoughts and ideas using a varying vocabulary.

- Choose words deliberately to convey tone and style.
- Vocabulary in speaking and writing is not repetitive or lifeless.
- Students freely and unashamedly consult reference materials when needed.
	(7th Grade)
- Students will write a narrative piece describing a specific moment in their life (an activity did over the summer, a holiday, etc.).  They must use word choice to being their narrative to life in sensory detail.  It would be beneficial to have the students create a sensory chart where they can brainstorm and list the scents, sounds, etc. that they remember from this selected moment).  Peer editing can also be used here so students can recommend descriptive words or offer suggestions as to how to further bring the writing to life.  Students can vote on which piece they felt best came to life through it choice of words.
(8th Grade)

- Students will each reach into a bag to pull out a card.  On each card is an emotion.  Students will then write a two-page narrative story using carefully-chosen words to instill that emotion in the reader through tone.  For instance, if the student draws the word “horrified,” the student must then write a narrative piece recounting a horrifying event.  The students goal will be to leave the reader feeling horrified after finishing the piece.  The final pieces will be traded in class.  The students will each read the piece they receive and then have to guess the emotion that the student drew from the bag that inspired the piece.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Parts of Speech
	Big Idea:  Changes and Decisions
Understandings:
-Sometimes we are forced to make a choice.
-The choices we make cannot me unmade.
-We must accept the consequences that our choices create.
-Change is inevitable.
-People respond to change differently.
-Our decisions and actions create change.
-Nothing stays the same.


	Common Core Standards

Language

- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking

- Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening

· Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Identifying Parts of Speech.
- Ability to use knowledge of different parts of speech to improve sentence quality (i.e.: making a sentence more descriptive by using strong verbs or more descriptive adjectives/adverbs).
	- Students only see the concept of “parts of speech” as an exercise that ends by labeling parts of a sentence, rather than as a means of improving sentence quality.
	- Students will first learn to identify various parts of speech.  At each step, students will create sentences featuring them.

- Students will then examine pieces which need more descriptive language.  Students will identify the verbs / adjectives / adverbs (or the lack thereof) in the  sentences and decide which ones require stronger word choices.

- Students will refer back to past writing assignments in their portfolios and write revised versions, improving upon these parts of speech.




Parts of Speech
	Big Idea:  Changes and Decisions
Understandings:
-Sometimes we are forced to make a choice.
-The choices we make cannot me unmade.
-We must accept the consequences that our choices create.
-Change is inevitable.
-People respond to change differently.
-Our decisions and actions create change.
-Nothing stays the same.


	Common Core Standards

Language

- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking

- Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening

· Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Apply different strategies to improve the descriptiveness of their writing.

- Recognize the word choices writers make to convey meaning.
	- Students will write a poem about an important decision they had to make and how that decision changed something in their lives for them.

- Students will focus on using strong verbs and adjectives /adverbs where appropriate.

- Through self-editing and peer-editing, students will pay particular attention to improving the clarity of their poems by marking verbs / adjectives / adverbs in the poem.  Students may wish to consult a Thesaurus to help in this process.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Sentence Structure
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Identity affects our understanding of others and others’ understanding of us.

- People often make judgments about others based on the appearance of their identity.


	Common Core Standards

Language (7th Grade)
- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
· Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences.
· Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas.
· Place clauses and phrases within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.
Language (8th Grade)

- Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Write in complete sentences.
- Recognize and write using a variety of sentence types.
- Organize and plan writing.
- Analyze how a literary piece’s structure contributes to its meaning .
(8th Grade)
Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.
(8th Grade)

	- Student omits either the subject or the verb from the sentence.
- Student cannot define nor identify the four types of sentences.
- Student frequently writes in simple sentences.
- Student frequently writes in run-on sentences.
- Student does not vary between sentence types.
- Student does not know how to use sentence structure to achieve style and tone.
- Students begin writing without planning their thoughts and ideas first, resulting in simple or run-on sentences.
- Student does not recognize that form follows function (each type of writing – poetry, narrative, informational, etc. uses a specific structure and format to achieve a desired effect) (8th Grade).
	- Examine a grouping of complete and incomplete sentences.  Have student pairs reflect on the sentences by answering questions such as Which sentences are complete/incomplete? and What makes a sentences complete/incomplete?  (7th Gr.)
- Graphic organizer showcasing the four types of sentences and the run-on sentence so students may easily recognize each

- As a class, display some of the students’ writing for the class to observe and read together.  Stop to examine each sentence and ask the students which of the four types of sentences that selected sentence is and why.

- Students are given a passage that is one giant run-on sentence.  After discussing how reading this made them feel, the students will work in pairs or small groups to rewrite the passage, breaking the run-on sentence down into the different types of sentences. (7th Grade)

- Genre comparison of two pieces that focus on a shared theme or topic.  Have students read, observe, and analyze how each piece uses sentence structure to achieve a specific mood and convey the theme/main idea.  Students may want to consider questions such as Does one piece convey the theme better than the other?  Why or why not? or How is structure a means to an end? or How do I know which structure to choose for my writing? (8th Grade)

- Students will compare and contrast passages written on the same topic.  They will determine which passage is well-written based on sentence structure and variations between the four sentence types.

- Weekly grammar slip (WOG – “Week of Grammar”) where students correct grammatical errors (sentence structure) in 1-3 given sentences and explain their choices
- Quizzes on specific types of sentences.


Sentence Structure
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Identity affects our understanding of others and others’ understanding of us.

- People often make judgments about others based on the appearance of their identity.


	Common Core Standards

Language (7th Grade)
- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
· Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences.
· Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas.
· Place clauses and phrases within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.
Language (8th Grade)

- Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Write in complete sentences that contain a subject and a verb.
- Define and identify the four sentence types.
- Avoid writing in run-on sentences.
- Varies sentence structure.
- Deliberately uses sentence structure to achieve tone and effect.
- Organizes and plans writing to ensure that sentence variety is achieved.
- Understands that structure is a method to express oneself in a clear and precise manner (8th Grade).
- Use form and structure to enhance writing.
(8th Grade)
	7th Grade
- Each student creates his/her own poster to show how to develop a thought sentence through sentence structure.
· The student will start with a simple sentence and include a visual image with that sentence.
· Next, the student will transform the simple sentence into a compound sentence, and the student will do the same with the image.
· Thirdly, the student will do the same thing to the compound sentence and image by making them into a complex sentence.
· Lastly, the student will transform to complex sentence and image into a compound-complex sentence.
8th Grade
- Each student will choose a topic that he/she wishes to explore.  The students will then choose two literary genres through which to explore their selected topics.  The students must use carefully chosen sentence structure to convey the same meaning/theme through both pieces.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Verb Tense
	Big Idea:  Community
Understandings:
- A community can be defined in many ways.
- Everyone in a community has an important role.

- There are internal and external rewards from contributions to your community.
- People show respect in communities in different ways.

	Common Core Standards

Language
- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

8th grade

- Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.

- Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional and subjunctive mood.
- Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Verb Tense

- Ability to maintain proper verb tense throughout a piece.
	- The fluency of students' writing is affected when they are writing about the same time period but shift back and forth between past and present tense.
	- Students will first examine two different versions of the same piece.  One version will be written correctly while the other version will shift back and forth between the past tense and the present tense.  Students will discuss the differences between the two versions as well as what makes one version easier to understand.

- Students will then read a third piece featuring verb tense errors so that they may correct these mistakes.




Verb Tense
	Big Idea:  Community
Understandings:
- A community can be defined in many ways.
- Everyone in a community has an important role.

- There are internal and external rewards from contributions to your community.
- People show respect in communities in different ways.

	Common Core Standards

Language
- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

8th grade

- Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.

- Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional and subjunctive mood.
- Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- When writing, maintain proper verb tense.

- Make note of the time frame in which the piece is taking place in order to properly check for tense errors.
	- Students will write a personal narrative about the community in which they grew up.

- Students will pay particular attention to avoiding inappropriate shifts in verb tense while they are describing this experience from the past.

- Through self-editing and peer-editing, students will pay particular attention to verb tense errors.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Capitalization
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Identity affects our understanding of others.
	Common Core Standards

- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.


	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Student may not have been penalized for capitalization errors in the past.
- Student does not understand the necessity of capitalizing letters due to prior classroom experience or text/instant messaging.
- Student is lacking knowledge on the parts of speech, specifically common and proper nouns, conjunctions, and prepositions.
- Student does not know what makes a noun proper.
- Student may speak another language at home (Spanish, etc.) in which most nouns considered to be proper in English are not in the student’s native tongue.
	- Student forgets when to write formally as opposed to informally.
- Student erratically alternates from uppercase to lowercase in his/her handwriting.
- Student writes only in capitals.
- Student is too used to writing in note, text, or instant message format.
- Student cannot explain why some things need to be capitalized in order to help the reader achieve a clear understanding of the student’s writing.
- Students write titles in which the first letter of every word is capitalized/ Student does not know that conjunctions and prepositions do not get capitalized in formal titles.
- Student does not capitalize the personal pronoun “I.”

- Student cannot distinguish the difference between common and proper nouns/Student does not know what a proper noun is and what makes it “proper”.
	- Students spend time identifying and discussing common and proper nouns while distinguishing between the two

- Define noun (common and proper), conjunction, and preposition

- Have students read a small passage three times over (one in complete lowercase, one with proper capitalization, and one in complete uppercase) and discuss how the capitalization in each affect the way they read and understood the passage.  They may answer the questions such as Why do we capitalize letters? or How does capitalization affect the way I read a piece of literature? etc.

- Have students brainstorm a list of types of writing in which proper capitalization is necessary

- Show students examples of titles, identifying what part of speech each word is and why it does or doesn’t get a capital first letter, then give students titles of popular teen songs, books, bands, or movies all in lowercase, and have the students work in pairs to decide which words need their first letters capitalized

- Weekly grammar slip (WOG – “Week of Grammar”) where students correct grammatical errors (capitalization) in 1-3 given sentences and explain their choices.

- Sporadic review slips or quizzes that assess students’ understanding of capitalization


Capitalization
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Identity affects our understanding of others.
	Common Core Standards

- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.


	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Clear understanding of when and when not to use capitalization.
- Use appropriate capitalization in writing.
- Explain the difference between common and proper nouns.
- Explain why the personal pronoun “I” needs to be capitalized.
- Understand how the use of capitalization affects how one reads a piece of text for understanding and/or fluency.
	(7th Grade)
- Students will be broken down into small groups in which each student will receive a section of the same passage.  Each student will read his/her passage to identify capitalization errors and correct them.  After some time, the students will trade their section with another group member to peer edit the corrections that were (or were not) made.  Students will discuss their changes and choices with one another, and when the group feels confident, they will present the full corrected passage to the teacher for grading.
(8th Grade)
- Each student will become a rock star and design his/or her own album CD booklet.

· The front cover will contain the album’s title, artist’s name, name of the recording label, and where the album was recorded, along with cover artwork
· The inside of the front cover will contain the titles of 10 songs that the artist will perform on the album
· The inside of the back cover will contain a two-paragraph (8-10 sentences apiece) biography of the artist
· The back of the cover will contain a paragraph in which the artist describes the type(s) of music he/she likes and explains what other musicians influence him/her and why


Reading and Writing Curriculum

	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Identity affects our understanding of others.
- Identity helps us relate to others and their experiences.

	Common Core Standards

- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
· Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 8th grade
· Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an  old [,] green shirt) 7th grade
· Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 8th grade

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Lacking an understanding of the basic rules and functions regarding punctuation.
- Unsure of when and where to use punctuation.
- Does not know how to use punctuation appropriately (e.g. overuses, underuses, confuses types of punctuation).
- Overlooks the importance of punctuation in reading fluency and understanding of text as a whole.

	- Student has limited knowledge and/or experience with using punctuation.
- Sentence structure is impaired by lack of or overuse of punctuation, resulting in run-on sentences or choppy sentences.
- Student does not know how some punctuation works (comma, colon, semi-colon, dash, parentheses).
- Student is overwhelmed by the many rules regarding certain punctuation – specifically the comma.
- Student thinks punctuation is used for decorative purposes (sprinkling commas, etc.).
- Student does not use or read punctuation for its organizational and/or dramatic effect.

	- Identify and define each type of punctuation (period, question mark, exclamation point, comma…).
- Ask students to write down any questions or concerns they may have about any of these punctuations, e.g. Why do I sometimes use a comma between two sentences, and sometimes I don’t?
- Show students pictures of public signs, menus, etc. that have grammatical errors, and have students explain how the error affected their understanding of the sign.
- Use punctuation road signs while reading selected passages aloud to reinforce fluency and understanding.
- Graphic organizer detailing how and when to use a comma, semi-colon, ellipsis or dash to show connection, interruption, or dramatic pause.
- Pull main idea quotes from a selected passage using the ellipsis to eliminate excess information.
- Listening, circle, and choral reading to develop pacing and fluency.
- Examine sentences and discuss whether or not the given punctuation is used appropriately, explaining why it is or why it is not.
- Weekly grammar slip (WOG – “Week of Grammar”) where students correct punctuation errors in 1-3 given sentences and explain their choices.

- Quizzes on specific types of punctuation/Unit test on a grouping of types of punctuation.


Punctuation

Punctuation
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Identity affects our understanding of others.
- Identity helps us relate to others and their experiences.

	Common Core Standards

- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
· Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 8th grade
· Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an  old [,] green shirt) 7th grade
· Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 8th grade

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Clear understanding and knowledge of the majority of types of punctuation.
- Use punctuation appropriately when needed.
- Use punctuation to give coherent and meaningful structure to text.
- Use and read punctuation to maintain fluency for comprehension.
- Identify and correct punctuation errors in one’s own writing and in the others’ writing.
	- Students will be given a passage – either student-written or author’s text – and will
· read the passage silently first, then aloud to test fluency and recognize any errors

· identify and correct any punctuation errors

· explain why he/she made the correction

· re-read the passage aloud to hear its correct fluency
- Student writing will be traded anonymously between peers, then read, corrected, and commented upon by the peers before being traded back to the original student author to help the students look more closely at their own knowledge and use of punctuation

- Students will analyze, paraphrase, and quote information text while using the ellipsis to demonstrate understanding of its general purpose  (8th Grade)


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Spelling and Homonyms
	Big Idea:  Identity

Understandings:
- Identity affects our understanding of others.
- One’s identity is what makes one unique.

	Common Core Standards

- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
· Spell correctly
- Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
· Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary)

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Spelling may not have been reinforced or regularly developed in prior grades.
- Ability to distinguish between homonym pairs/groups.
- Students rely on spell check for all proofreading.

	- Foolish or frequent spelling errors appear consistently.
- Student spells words phonetically, disregarding the conventions of standard English.
- Student does not understand the necessity of correct spelling due to prior classroom experience or text/instant messaging.
- Student uses incorrect homonyms.
- Student doesn’t understand that using the wrong homonym changes the meaning of his/her writing.
- Students don’t proofread their own typed work post-spell check.
- Student is unaware of simple spelling rules, such as

· When use-S or –ES on a plural noun

· When to change Y to I

· The rule of I before E

· When to add an extra letter to a verb in action (hop → hopping)

· When to keep or drop the E when adding –LY
	- Students create class word list, when, every few weeks, specific words are added because they are frequently misspelled.  The students can work together to determine the correct spelling of the word after the teacher says it aloud.
- As a class, create spelling hints that all can easily memorize and use.
- Students will read and edit passages (student or author-written) for their spelling.
- Students observe and discuss how spell check works and how it can impact their writing.
- Show students how to use a dictionary when they are unsure of a word’s spelling.
- Define and identify homonyms

· Homophones = words that share the same sound but have different spellings and meanings

· homographs = words that share the same spelling but have different meanings and sometimes are pronounced differently

- Students work together to compile their own dictionary of homonyms.
- Practice writing sentences using pairs/groups of homonyms.
- Homonym flash cards (Each student receives a card with an image and must find the student that has its match[es]).
- Weekly grammar slip (WOG – “Week of Grammar”) where students correct grammatical errors (spelling/capitalization) in 1-3 given sentences and explain their choices.


Spelling and Homonyms
	Big Idea:  Identity

Understandings:
- Identity affects our understanding of others.
- One’s identity is what makes one unique.

	Common Core Standards

- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
· Spell correctly
- Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
· Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning

           of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred

           meaning in context or in a dictionary)

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Submit writing with few to no spelling errors.
- Proofread after using spell check on word processing programs.
- Proofread handwritten work and/or feel confident to work with a peer to proofread collaboratively.
- Consult a dictionary when unsure of a word’s spelling.
- Identify and distinguish between homonym pairs/groups and avoid confusing them.
	(7th Grade)
- Hold a spelling bee (students work individually) or a spelling bowl (students work in teams) for the class using a list of the classes’ most frequently misspelled words.
- Students create funny homonym cartoons, showing how some words can sound or be spelled the same but have different meanings.  The students will each create their own sentence and write it twice (or three or four times, depending on the homonym).
· For homophones, use the incorrect part of the pair in the first sentence.  Underline it and include a visual image of what the sentence means.  Then, rewrite the sentence using the correct homophone and include a visual image of what the sentence means.
· Some homograph pairs also have homophones (plane, plane, plain, and plain), so you can do this activity the same way with homographs as well
(8th Grade)

- Students break into groups and must create a song/rap for one of the basic spelling rules of English.  In the song/rap, students must state the rule, explain it, and give examples of the rule in action.  This will be performed in front of the remainder of the class.
 - Students will work in groups to write a script in which homonyms are misused or misunderstood in the characters’ dialogue.  After composing the script, students will act it out and perform it for the rest of the class.  This will show how homonym error can be funny but also, many times, be embarrassing.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Understanding Prompts
	Big Idea:  Persuasion
Understandings:

- Persuasion is most effective when backed up with evidence.
- Persuasion is used to convey an alternate point of view.
- Persuasion is appropriate when change is necessary or to address conflict.
	Common Core Standards
- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Understanding Prompts.
- Ability to read a writing prompt carefully for shades of meaning before proceeding to the next part of the task..
- Ability to make sure that the writing piece does not shift away from the focus of the prompt.


	- Students often rush through both classroom and standardized writing assignments, not taking the time to assess  their understanding of the requirements of a writing prompt.  Students also often lose focus and shift away from the topic provided by the prompt.
	- Students will first analyze an example of a writing prompt.  Students will identify key words and phrases.  Students will then rewrite the requirements of the prompt in their own words.  

- Next, students will read three sample pieces written in response to the prompt, two of which deviate from the prompt.  Students will discuss the merits / deficits of each piece.

- Students will practice planning for a writing assignment by outlining their responses to sample prompts.


Understanding Prompts
	Big Idea:  Persuasion
Understandings:

- Persuasion is most effective when backed up with evidence.
- Persuasion is used to convey an alternate point of view.
- Persuasion is appropriate when change is necessary or to address conflict.
	Common Core Standards
- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Analyze the requirements of a writing prompt prior to proceeding.

- Write the prompt in different words to demonstrate understanding of the topic.

- Be able to refer back to the prompt both while writing the piece and while revising the piece in order to stay on topic.
	- Students will write a persuasive essay in response to a writing prompt.

- Students will highlight key words and phrases in the task, and then rewrite the prompt in their own words.

- Students will keep referring back to the prompt while writing the piece.

- During self-editing and peer-editing, students will make sure that the piece follows the writing prompt accurately.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Topic Sentence
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Our identity is made up of our character traits,    past, beliefs, relationships, environment, and   choices
- Our identity is always evolving.
 - A person’s appearance may or may not reflect who he/she is.
	Common Core Standards

-Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

-With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Writing a topic sentence that reflects the main idea of the entire piece.

- Making sure that examples provided refer back to the topic sentence.

- Ability to read a writing prompt carefully for shades of meaning before proceeding to the next part of the task.

- Ability to make sure that the writing piece does not shift away from the focus of the prompt.
	- Students often write topic sentences that reflect only a portion of the main idea of the piece.

- Students also neglect to provide examples that strictly follow the topic sentence.

	- Students will first analyze sample topic sentences in isolation to determine the objectives of each one.  Students will then examine closely related pieces and match the appropriate topic sentences to the bodies of the pieces.  Students will justify their responses.

- Next, students will examine pieces which lack topic sentences.  Students will craft topic sentences to fit the pieces.

- Students will practice by writing effective topic sentences in response to various prompts.


Topic Sentence
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Our identity is made up of our character traits,    past, beliefs, relationships, environment, and   choices
- Our identity is always evolving.
 - A person’s appearance may or may not reflect who he/she is.
	Common Core Standards

-Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

-With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Determine if a topic sentence aligns with all aspects of the assignment.

- Refer back to the topic sentence throughout the writing of the piece.

- Assess if examples in the piece follow the topic sentence strictly.

- Revise the topic sentence if necessary.
	- Students will write an expository essay in response to a writing prompt.

- Subsequent to following the guidelines established in the “Prompt” section of this curriculum, students will create a topic sentence that addresses the topic as accurately as possible.  Before proceeding, students will share / discuss the effectiveness of their topic sentences with each other.

- Students will keep referring back to the topic sentence while writing the piece to evaluate the effectiveness of the examples that they choose.

- During self-editing and peer-editing, students will make sure that the piece follows the topic sentence exactly.


Reading and Writing Curriculum
Writing Commentary (Reader Response)
	Big Idea:  Identity

Understandings:

- our identity is made up of our character traits, past, beliefs, relationships, environment, and choices

- a person’s appearance may or may not reflect who he/she is

- identity is constantly evolving

- identity helps us to relate to characters and their experiences

- our identity is made up of our character traits, past, beliefs, relationships, environment, and choices

- our opinions help shape our identity

- our identity may present itself in our letter writing

- with identity comes various points of view

- there is a direct correlation between identity and perspective

- creative writing can help you better understand your identity

- writing creatively provides an outlet to express your identity


	Common Core Standards

Reading

- Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a discussion

 -Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text

- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts

- Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style

- Interpret, analyze, and evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama, artistically and ethically by making connections to: other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations

 -Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept

Writing

- Write informative / explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content

- Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences

- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience

- With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed

- Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research


	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Seeing texts as more than information or a story - ideas that can change their views or inform decisions.
- Make connections between life and other texts.
- Draw conclusions.
- Make predictions.

	- Students don’t go beyond plot summary in discussing / responding to literature.
- Students don’t see how a fictitious story can connect to them or to reality.
- Students don’t understand that a non-fictitious story can connect to their lives unless it does so directly.

	- Allow students some freedom in choosing their reading materials.
- Use brief writing assignments to assist focusing students’ thoughts on their own insights:

· Describe a time when you faced a situation similar to ............

· Who in your life does the character ............. most remind you of?  Why?

· What would you do in .................. situation?

· What do you think will happen in the next chapter?  Why?

· Why do you think that (a particular character) acted the way he/she did?  What would you have done?

· Does the conflict in this story remind you of the conflict in another book you’ve read or in a movie you’ve seen?  Which ones?  How are they similar, and how are they different?

· What three questions would you ask the author about the story?

· What is the theme of the story?  How does that theme relate to your life or the life of someone you know?

· Write / underline as they read - vocabulary, questions, observations

· Share notes and questions.



Writing Commentary (Reader Response)

Writing Commentary (Reader Response)
	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Use commentary to support textual evidence.

	- Journal entry from character’s POV.
- Literary essays.
- Analyze  character behavior.
- Participate in a class discussion or debate about themes, events, etc. that appear in various texts.
- Reader response journal.



Reading and Writing Curriculum

Concrete Details
	Big Idea:   Identity
Understandings:

- Our identity is made up of our character traits, past, beliefs, relationships, environment, and choices.  
- Our identity is always evolving a person’s appearance.  It may or may not reflect who he/she is.

	Common Core Standards

Reading
Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Writing  

Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Creating descriptive concrete details that clearly support the topic sentence.

- Include enough concrete details to make the topic sentence as convincing as possible.

- Making sure that concrete details provided refer back to the topic sentence.

- Choosing the best possible concrete details among all of the other examples.


	- Students often neglect to include enough specific concrete details to support the topic sentence.

- Students often include concrete details that are weak or are off-topic.
	- Students will analyze pieces of writing and determine which ones feature concrete details that best back up the topic sentence.  Samples will include strong concrete details, weak concrete details, and concrete details that are off-topic. Students will justify their answers. 

- Based on topic sentences provided, students will write concrete details to support them.


Concrete Details
	Big Idea:   Identity
Understandings:

- Our identity is made up of our character traits, past, beliefs, relationships, environment, and choices.  
- Our identity is always evolving a person’s appearance.  It may or may not reflect who he/she is.

	Common Core Standards

Reading
Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Writing  

Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Determine how to choose the strongest concrete details among all of the possible choices.

- Refer back to the topic sentence to ensure that the concrete details stay on-topic.


	- Students will write business letter.

- Students will evaluate the effectiveness of their letters by analyzing the strength of the concrete details.

- During self-editing and peer-editing, students will make sure that the piece follows the topic sentence exactly.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Identify and Cite Relevant Information/Textual Evidence
	Big Idea:  
Understandings:

- Non-fiction reading will vary depending on the form of nonfiction being read (i.e., diary vs. newspaper).

- Non-fiction can be more powerful than fiction because its deals with real people and real conflicts.

- Through nonfiction, they can learn about the world around them.

- Reading non-fiction will broaden their knowledge base.

- Non-fiction connects human thoughts and experiences to the factual and scientific world. 
	Common Core Standards

Reading

- Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text.
- Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a discussion.
- Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
Writing

- Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
- Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Understand the purpose of a piece of writing.

- Understand audience.

- Understand format.

- Understand given prompts.

- Understand what textual support is.

- Know what information is needed to effectively write a particular piece.

	- More information is better even if it isn’t completely relevant.

- Opinions/commentaries are used as evidence.

- Important information is left out.

	- Keep a list of works used (works cited).
- Keep a list of works referred to (bibliography).
- Use prewriting strategies (outlines, graphic  organizers, etc.) to plan what information is to be included in the writing.
- For each fact/detail included, write a brief explanation of why this information is relevant to the task.
- Work with peers to determine if there is any information included that is unnecessary.
- Identify any statements/details that may be opinion or commentary (fact versus opinion).  Find a piece of information or a text detail that supports any opinion/commentary. 

- Work with peers to determine if there are any gaps in the information (Does the reader have any questions?)

- Read with a highlighter when looking for relevant information/text support.
- Practice note-taking.
- After reading the prompt, write a statement that explains what the piece should prove/explain/ describe, etc. (This may be used later as a thesis statement.)

- When reading a prompt, make the following notes:
· Who will be reading this piece?
· What format should the piece take? (essay, letter, etc.)
· What is the purpose of the piece? (to explain, persuade, etc.)


Identify and Cite Relevant Information/Textual Evidence
	Big Idea:  
Understandings:

- Non-fiction reading will vary depending on the form of nonfiction being read (i.e., diary vs. newspaper).

- Non-fiction can be more powerful than fiction because its deals with real people and real conflicts.

- Through nonfiction, they can learn about the world around them.

- Reading non-fiction will broaden their knowledge base.

- Non-fiction connects human thoughts and experiences to the factual and scientific world. 
	Common Core Standards

Reading

- Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
- Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a discussion.
- Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

Writing

- Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
- Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Determine what information is needed to complete a writing assignment.

- Find information/evidence that will satisfy assignment requirements.

- Give credit to authors of information used. 

- Include commentary to support  information/text evidence where appropriate.
	- Write a literary essay.

- Write an informational piece/research paper.

- Explain a procedure/give directions.

- Use parenthetical references/works cited/bibliography.


Reading and Writing Curriculum

Fact and Opinion
	Big Idea:  Conflict / Challenge
Understandings:

- There are benefits to resolving conflicts and facing challenges.

- Not dealing with conflict can be harmful.

- Resolutions to conflicts will impact others


	Common Core Standards 

Reading

- Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text

- Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style

- Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced
Writing

- Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence

- Write informative / explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content

- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience

- Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Differentiating between fact and opinion statements.

	- Students confuse some opinion statements as facts.
- Factual statements including certain adjectives are opinions.
- “Should” indicates fact.
- Try to use opinions to prove a claim.

	- Compare and contrast facts with opinions
· Underline facts in a piece of writing and discuss why they are facts and can be proven.

· Underline opinions in a piece of writing and discuss why they can be supported but are not facts.

· Give a list of facts and write opinions about them.

· Give a list of opinions and write facts to support them.

· Give statements and determine whether or not they are facts.



Fact and Opinion
	Big Idea:  Conflict / Challenge
Understandings:

- There are benefits to resolving conflicts and facing challenges.

- Not dealing with conflict can be harmful.

- Resolutions to conflicts will impact others


	Common Core Standards 

Reading

- Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text

- Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style

- Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced
Writing

- Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence

- Write informative / explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content

- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience

- Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Give evidence to prove a fact.
- Give evidence to support an opinion.

	- Write an opinion piece and a news article about one topic (current events).
- Write a persuasive essay.



Reading and Writing Curriculum

Handwriting
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

-Identity affects our understanding of others and others’ understanding of us.

-People often make judgments about others based on the appearance of their identity.


	Common Core Standards

- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.



	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Handwriting was not developed or assessed in prior grades.
- Ability to plan and organize writing before actually writing attributes to rushed, sloppy, illegible, etc. writing.

	- Handwriting is illegible (teacher and/or student cannot read handwriting).
- Handwriting is rushed and/or sloppy.
- Handwriting is overly large or small.
- Words and letters are separated by large spaces or condensed/squished together by lack of spacing.
- Student does not know how to properly hold a pencil/pen.
- Student writes too slowly at this level.
- Student writes letters from the top down instead of from the bottom up.
- Student erratically alternates between print and cursive.
- Student cannot read and/or write in cursive.
- Student does not think that it is important to be able to write neatly and legibly.
	- Every few days or so, introduce a letter or two and practice writing the letter(s) in print and cursive in its uppercase and lowercase forms (sentence strips or handwriting paper should be used to assist in this)

- Timed handwriting drills/race

- Model and practice how to hold a pen/pencil properly

- Give students passages written in poor handwriting.  In groups, students will work to read/interpret the handwritten passage, then they will record their observations and questions about how the handwriting affected the way they viewed and understood the passage.

- Display different types of handwriting (variations of neat and sloppy) and have the students answer observation questions, such as If you had to turn in a handwritten sample of writing for a job interview, which of these samples would get the job? or Which of these handwritten pieces would make the reader think the writer doesn’t care about his/her work?  Why?
- Allow students the time to respond to a piece of literature by neatly handwriting their reflection/commentary.  Let the students know that their work will be checked for neat handwriting.

\
- Students brainstorm the qualities and characteristics of good handwriting

- Explain and demonstrate to students how the ability to write neatly makes it easier to transfer large sentences and thoughts from your main to the page.

- Remind students that no handwriting is absolutely perfect, but it must always be legible


Handwriting
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

-Identity affects our understanding of others and others’ understanding of us.

-People often make judgments about others based on the appearance of their identity.


	Common Core Standards

- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.



	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Write neatly and legibly.
- Define “legible”.
- Identify and explain what makes writing legible.
- Thoughts flow smoothly from brain to page.
- Write at an efficient pace.
	(7th Grade)
- Students will bring in their favorite song lyrics and, in class, will handwrite them as neatly as they can within a given time limit

- Students collect and contrast samples of their writing from the beginning of the year through the end and compose a handwritten reflection explain how their handwriting has improved and how it has affected their abilities as a writer
(8th Grade)

- Students will write a letter to a local politician, pen pal, celebrity, etc. that must be written in neat, legible, clear handwriting.

- Students collect and contrast samples of their writing from the beginning of the year through the end and compose a handwritten reflection explain how their handwriting has improved and how it has affected their abilities as a writer


