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ABSTRACT & RATIONALE

ABSTRACT:


The “World at War” class will focus on 20th century history, with the main focus of the class being World War I, World War II, and the Cold War. For each, the students will be able to get a more in depth analysis on the cause and effects of each of these events, as well as the time necessary to create projects and analyze media from both primary and secondary sources about these events.


The class will be available as an elective for the Social Studies curriculum and will be available for students in grade levels 11 and 12. The breakdown of the class will be World War I and World War II for the 1st quarter, and then the Cold War for the 2nd quarter. The class will incorporate and adhere to the newly formed Common Core Standards on a variety of issues on the 11th and 12th grade standards; such as: 
-Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.
-Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media.
-Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.
-Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.
RATIONALE:

The goal of the class will be for students to comprehend and analyze the impacts of these events on both the US and the World. With a class solely dedicated to these events, students will be able to further comprehend these major events that have impacted the US and the World through the 20th and into the 21st century, and analyze how these events impact world affairs today. 

Due to the constrictions in 10th and 11th grades, these events are sometimes not discussed in great detail. This class will allow students who would like to study and research these events further to have an outlet to do so.

TOPIC: The Start of WWI

THESIS: World War I was an event in history that cannot be contributed to a single event, but rather a series of events. However, are any of these events more influential in starting the war than others?

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to use internet resources to complete a timeline of events that led to the start of WWI

-Students will be able to analyze the importance and influence of the various events that led to the start of WWI

PROCEDURE: 
-Students will read through the “WWI Begins: the Powder Keg Explodes” handout and define the task

-Students will use internet resources to match the dates with the corresponding events

-Students will analyze which of these events had the most impact in leading to the outbreak of WWI

Name:_______________________



Date:_______________

World At War






Period:______________

WWI BEGINS: THE “POWDER KEG” EXPLODES

Despite their being many causes for World War I, the official “Spark” that sets off the war is the assassination of an Austro-Hungarian Archduke and his wife. Below is a list of dates in Chronological order and in the opposing column are key events that led to the outbreak of WWI. Using your resources, match the dates to the key events.
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THE “BLAME GAME”:

Time for your opinion: Who or what is the most at fault for the start of WWI. There is no shortage of people or nations to point a finger at, but what in your opinion is the real “instigator” of the war?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TOPIC: The sinking of the Lusitania

THESIS: The sinking of the British vessel H.M.S Lusitania helped lead US public opinion against Germany, and eventually into WWI. The Germans charged that the ship was smuggling weapons which made it a target. What happened with the Lusitania?

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to analyze why the Lusitania sunk as quickly as it did.

-Students will be able to analyze the use of German “unrestricted Submarine Warfare” and how it led to US involvement in WWI

-Students will be able to analyze US public reaction and opinion to the sinking of the Lusitania

PROCEDURE: 
-Students will discuss why the United States did not want to enter WWI, and discuss why the US remained neutral

-Students will watch the video “Last Voyage of the Lusitania” and answer the questions as the documentary progresses.

-After answering the questions and completing the video, the students will answer the Critical Thinking question.

-Discussion will take place regarding who is to blame for the events surrounding the Lusitania

Name:_________________________




Date:___________
World At War







Period:_________

AIM: How did the sinking of the Lusitania lead to eventual US involvement in World War I?
LAST VOYAGE OF THE LUSITANIA
1) Which nation sank the Lusitania? ____________________________________

2) Why do some people say the Lusitania was not “blameless” for what happened? What was their possible “Secret Cargo”? _______________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3) How long did it take the Lusitania to sink? Why is this so unusual? ___________

 __________________________________________________________________

4) Why did Churchill seem indifferent about the use of “unrestricted Submarine Warfare?” What could German attacks against shipping lead to? ______________

 __________________________________________________________________

5) In what Channel was the Lusitania sunk in? How deep is it? ________________

 __________________________________________________________________

6) What did the German government do to try and stop Americans from going on the Lusitania? Why did Americans go on the ship anyway? ___________________

 __________________________________________________________________

7) How fast could U-20 go above water? How fast below water? ______________

 __________________________________________________________________

 8) What did the captain of the Lusitania order people to do in order to prevent a U-Boat or enemy vessel from spotting it? _________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

9) Why was the captain of the U-Boat “lucky” that the Lusitania turned towards Liverpool? __________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

10) Even people who escaped the ship when it sank began to die in the water. What was killing them? _______________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

11) Instead of munitions exploding and sinking the boat, what is their new theory about what sunk the Lusitania? _________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Critical Thinking: Who is most to blame for the sinking of the Lusitania and the deaths that it caused? Why can it be blamed on more than just Germany?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TOPIC: The Zimmerman Telegram

THESIS: Although beginning World War I as a neutral nation, the United States would enter World War I in 1917 on the side of the allies. The main reason was because the US felt their neutrality was violated by Germany, in which the Zimmerman Telegram played a key part.

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to develop “code breaking” skills by using a cypher and “cracking” the Zimmerman Telegram

-Students will be able to interpret and analyze what the Germans were attempting to do with the “Zimmerman Telegram” and why they felt they had to explore these kinds of options

-Students will be able to analyze the reaction of the US public & government

PROCEDURE: 
-Students will read through the handout “The Zimmerman Telegram: Prelude to War” and take notes

-The students will then learn the formula for the Cypher and use that formula to decipher the Zimmerman Telegram Code.

Name:___________________






Date:_____

World At War








Period:____

THE ZIMMERMAN TELEGRAM: PRELUDE TO WAR

By 1917, Anti-German sentiment in the United States was running high. The sinking of both the Lusitania and the Sussex in previous (1915) had led the US Public to openly support the allies during a time of neutrality. With Germany following the outline of the “Sussex Pledge” in which they abandoned unrestricted submarine warfare, German officials were seeing an increase of “neutral” US supplies heading to the Allies. Seeing this as the act of an aggressor nation rather than a neutral one, Germany planned on re-instating the use of Unrestricted Submarine Warfare to cut off US supplies to Britain. However, doing so would bring the full power of the US into the war, and Germany looked to find a way to limit US influence in WWI.

What did the “Zimmerman Telegram” do?  It was intended to be delivered to the Government of Mexico and instruct them to attack the United States.

Why Mexico? Mexico shared a Southern Border with the US and already had a history of tension with the US. Mexico had previously lost a massive amount of land to the US & the US and Mexico were engaged in a military conflict from 1916 through 1917. 

Bad Idea?  With Mexico embedded in a Civil War, the Mexican Government and economy could not support a war with a foreign nation. Once it was intercepted by the British, decoded, and given to the Americans, it made US opinion favor war.

Deciphering the Telegram: Cryptex

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J

	11
	12
	13
	14
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	16
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	18
	19
	20

	K
	L
	M
	N
	O
	P
	Q
	R
	S
	T

	21
	22
	23
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	25
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	U
	V
	W
	X
	Y
	Z
	
	
	
	


Formula: Cryptex # + 6 = New Cryptex #

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	U
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	F
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	I
	J
	K
	L
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	N

	21
	22
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	25
	26
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	P
	Q
	R
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Directions: Using the Template above, see if you can “Break the Code” of the message below. 
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TOPIC: Key Battles of WWI

THESIS: The new fighting styles and technology associated with World War I helped lead to a conflict that saw new levels of brutality and devastation in war. What were these battles like and how did they impact the war?

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to use research skills on both the computers and print materials to research their battle.
-Students will be able to analyze and interpret the impact that their battle had on World War I.
-Students will be able to create a presentation that will allow them to share their findings with the class.
PROCEDURE: 
-Students will discuss and review the weapons and tactics used in combat during World War I.
-Students will read through the handout “Key Battles of WWI” and comprehend what is to be done with regards to the task.

-Students will research their battle using internet resources and print materials in order to create their PowerPoint presentation.
-Students will present their PowerPoint to the class.
Name:___________________





Date:___________

World at War







Period:_________
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When the 1st World War broke out in 1914, few could have guessed the overall devastation it would end up causing. Not only was there widespread destruction and casualties, but the use of new technology and trench warfare led to a more savage kind of fighting that would leave those who fought in it both mentally and physically scarred. For this project, you are going to research one of the key battles that took place in World War I and put together a PowerPoint presentation based on it. For your PowerPoint, you are to have the following:


SLIDE 1: Title Slide 


-The name of the Battle, Your Name


SLIDE 2: WHERE


-Map of where the battle took place


SLIDE 3: WHEN

-The Date(s) of when the Battle took place and who was involved in it (What countries/sides, etc.)

SLIDE 4: WHO

-Who were the major people involved (Commanding officers, platoons, battalions, etc.)

SLIDE 5: INFORATION

-What happened at this battle? Why did it occur? What were they fighting over? Who won?

SLIDE 6: IMACT

-What impact did this Battle have on World War I and its result? 

-For all the slides, you have to include pictures, charts, graphs, flags, etc. as well as make the overall presentation colorful and vivid. 

THE BATTLES:

	Battle
	Date

	Battle of Mons
	August, 1914

	1st Battle of the Marne
	August, 1914

	1st Battle of Aisne
	September, 1914

	Battle of Ypes
	October 1914

	The Gallipoli Campaign
	March, 1915

	Battle of the Somme
	July, 1916

	Battle of Gaza
	March, 1917

	2nd Battle of Aisne
	April, 1917

	Messines Ridge Offensive
	June, 1917

	Battle of Passchendaele
	July, 1917

	Battle of Cambrai
	November, 1917

	3rd Battle of Aisne
	May, 1918

	2nd Battle of the Marne
	July, 1918

	Battle of Amiens
	August, 1918

	2nd Battle of Albert
	August, 1918

	Battle of Meuse-Argonne
	September, 1918

	Battle of Vittorio-Veneto
	October, 1918


TOPIC: WWI Diaries- “The Lost Battalion”

THESIS: Due to the fighting techniques and advanced weapons of WWI, soldiers endured horrific conditions in the trenches. The brutality of the soldier’s life in the trenches would be something that would impact not only them, but the post-war period as well.

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to use knowledge acquired through the film/internet/and print materials to write a first person account of a soldier’s life in the trenches.
-Students will be able to incorporate primary and secondary sources to interpret what a soldier’s life in a WWI battle was like.
PROCEDURE: 
-Students will watch the film “The Lost Battalion” and answer questions about it.
-Students will read through the handout “The Lost Battalion: The Lost Diaries”  and analyze the task. 

-Students will use various sources (film, internet, print materials) to write a series of letters from the perspective of a WWI soldier.

Name:____________________




Date:________________

World At War






Period:______________

“THE LOST battalion: THE LOST DIARIES”

In the “Lost Battalion”, we got a firsthand glimpse of what life for a US Soldier was like on a day to day basis in the Trenches of WWI. With this in mind, I want to put you into the mindset of a US soldier in the Trenches during WWI. To do this, you are going to take examples from what you observed in the movie and primary sources you can research online to put together a series of “Soldiers Diaries” from the war. Write a series of 3 letters as a US soldier on the front lines of the war (1 page each). Feel free to include pictures, maps, etc. to make it more visually interesting. For the diaries, you have to include the following:


-What is your name and rank?


-Where are you? What battle(s) are you involved in?


-What is the date?

-What are you going through? What’s life like in the trenches and the battles?

-What is morale like in the trenches? What are the other soldiers saying (both US soldiers and soldiers from other nations).

As I said, be sure to make this as detailed (and historically accurate) as possible. Use what we saw in the movie or research from the internet to make this as accurate as possible. This needs to be “attention getting” to say the least, so don’t be afraid to describe it as it was!
TOPIC: “Armenian Genocide” Webquest

THESIS: Despite multiple sources of evidence, the Turkish government continues to deny the existence of the “Armenian Genocide” during the WWI and post-WWI Era. Why do they continue to deny it?

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to use an online resource to research the Armenian Genocide

-Students will be able to interpret and analyze primary and secondary source documents

-Students will be able to analyze the actions of the present day Turkish government

PROCEDURE: 
-Students will discuss what the characteristics are of a “genocide”

-Students will use the internet to do a Webquest on the Armenian Genocide

-Students will discuss why the Turkish government continues to deny this event ever took place.

Name:________________________





Date:_____

World At War








Period:____

AIM: Why is the “Armenian Genocide” such a controversial issue between Turkey and Armenia?
WEBQUEST: THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Go to the Website http://www.armenian-genocide.org/genocide.html and using that website answer the questions below.

1) In what years did the Armenian Genocide take place? _____________________

___________________________________________________________________
2) What did the Ottoman Empire become in 1923? _________________________

___________________________________________________________________

3) What title did the ruler of the Ottoman Empire have? Where was the government centralized? ______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

4) What was the religious difference between the Turks and the Armenians? Which was the Majority? Which was the Minority? _________________________

___________________________________________________________________

5) How were the Armenians discriminated against? _________________________

___________________________________________________________________

6) How was the “Armenian Question” solved during the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid? ____________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

7) Who took power of the Ottoman Empire in 1913? How did they lead the Ottomans into WWI? _________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

8) When did Ottoman Troops begin deporting Armenians? Where did they start taking them to? _____________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

9) What did the Ottoman’s do to Armenian soldiers? How did this make the resettlement easier for them to accomplish? ______________________________

___________________________________________________________________

10) How did the Ottoman government try to “Hasten” the deaths of the Armenians? ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

11) Who were the only Armenian population to escape the genocide? _________

__________________________________________________________________

12) How did the actions of the US help save the Armenians? Who is the main US politician credited with this? ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

13) How many of the CUP Officials were implicated in the genocide? ___________

___________________________________________________________________

14) What happened to the man who killed Talaat? _________________________

___________________________________________________________________

15) What is the estimated amount of Armenians who were killed during the Genocide? _________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

16) What policy has the Turkish government taken with regards to the massacre of Armenians? ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

17) On what day to Armenians usually commemorate the genocide? __________

__________________________________________________________________
TOPIC: The Rape of Nanjing

THESIS: During their rise to an Imperial power, the empire of Japan was responsible for one of the most heinous atrocities in modern history. This event, known as the “Rape of Nanjing”, is still a controversial event that has led to tension between the Japanese and Chinese. 

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to analyze and interpret both Primary and Secondary source quotes regarding the “Rape of Nanjing”.
-Students will be able to analyze why these event has still led to tension between the governments and people of China and Japan.
PROCEDURE: 
-Students will identify the location of Nanjing

-Students will identify what a “genocide” is and what the characteristics of one are.
-Students will read the quotes on the “Rape of Nanjing” handout and answer the Critical Thinking questions that follow them.

-Students will compare the “Rape of Nanjing” to other genocides and atrocities they have prior knowledge about.
Name:_________________________




Date:___________

World At War







Period:_________

AIM: Why is the Chinese occupation of Nanjing seen as one of the worst atrocities committed during wartime?

THE RAPE OF NANJING
[image: image5.jpg]


Location:

“One of the Greatest Atrocities of Modern Times…”

-Based on estimates made by historians and charity organizations in the city at the time, between 250,000 and 300,000 people were killed, many of them women and children.
-The number of women raped was said by Westerners who were there to be 20,000, and there were widespread accounts of civilians being hacked to death. 
-Japanese papers reported competitions among junior officers to kill the most Chinese.
-"How many thousands were mowed down by guns or bayoneted we shall probably never know. For in many cases oil was thrown over their bodies and then they were burned."
Question: What makes this one of the “Greatest atrocities of modern times”?
___________________________________________________________________

The Witnesses & Their Response:

-Japanese soldiers were killing not only “every prisoner they could find but also a vast number of ordinary citizens of all ages”.



-John Magee, Christian Missionary

-“There probably is no crime that has not been committed in this city today. Thirty girls were taken from the language school last night, and today I have heard scores of heartbreaking stories of girls who were taken from their homes last night-One girl was but 12 years old”.



-Minnie Vautrin, American Woman in Nanjing

-John Rabe, leader of the local Nazi Party, was so horrified by what he saw and recorded that he attempted to help set up international safety zone. All his accounts were banned by the Nazi Party.
Question: Which of these is the most “shocking” to you and why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Denials:

-Many Japanese officials and historians deny there was a massacre on this scale. They admit that deaths and rapes did occur, but say they were on a much smaller scale than reported. And in any case, they argue, these things happen in times of war.

-From Azuma Shiro, a Japanese soldier who testified about the atrocities: “When there was a war exhibition in Kyoto, I testified. The first person who criticized me was a lady in Tokyo. She said I was damaging those who died in the war. She called me incessantly for three or four days. More and more letters came and the attack became so severe that the police had to provide me with protection.”

-Professor Ienaga Saburo spent many years fighting the Japanese government in the courts with only limited success for not allowing true accounts of Japanese war atrocities to be given in school textbooks.

-A film called “Don’t Cry Nanjing” was made by Chinese and Hong Kong filmmakers in 1995 but it was several years before it was shown in Japan.

Question: Why has this event still lead to tensions between the Japanese and Chinese?
TOPIC: The Key Players of WWII

THESIS: World War II was a global conflict, which in turn has led to several people from various nations who played a key role in its development.

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to use research skills to uncover the roles that each of these people played in WWII.

-Students will be able to analyze and interpret the impact these people had on the war.
PROCEDURE:

-Read through the “Key Players of WWII” handout and explain the task.
-Have students research their selected person using computers and/or books.
-Create a PowerPoint presentation on their person of influence based on the task outlined in the handout.

-Students will present their person to the class.
Name:______________________




Date:___________

The World At War







Period:_________

THE KEY PLAYERS OF WWII…

World War II was a complex conflict that led to the rise of several “heroes” and “Villains”.  Whether they are loved or hated, these men made World War II one of the most devastating, yet intriguing, wars in history. For this project, you are to work in groups (no more than 2 per group) and research an influential person from this era. During your research, you are going to put together a PowerPoint presentation about your key figure and present it to the class. Your PowerPoint should include the following:


-Title Slide. 

-Background on your historical figure (born, died, country of origin, education/schooling, Notable accomplishments/actions before WWII, role in WWII).
-Impact on WWII (Decisions they made, battles they commanded in, controversial actions they took, etc.).
Your PowerPoint should be vivid and full of detail. Be sure to include pictures, charts, graphs, etc. that relate to your historical figure. 
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Who you can choose from:

-Franklin D. Roosevelt

-Harry Truman

-George Patton

-Douglas McArthur
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-Josef Stalin

-Adolf Hitler

-Albert Speer

-Joseph Goebbels

-Heinrich Himmler

-Hermann Goering

-Marti Bormann

-Erwin “The Desert Fox” Rommel

-Benito Mussolini

-Emperor Hirohito

-Admiral Yamamoto

-Winston Churchill

-Charles deGaulle

TOPIC: The Allied Invasion of Normandy

THESIS: “D-Day” is seen by many as the key moment in World War II. Why was the invasion of Normandy such a pivotal moment in the war? 

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to identify key places and landing zones for the Normandy invasion on a map.
-Students will be able to analyze the risks and rewards of this operation.
-Students will be able to analyze the military importance of this mission and its importance towards the war effort.
PROCEDURE: 
-Student will read through the Eisenhower quote and analyze what his overall message is to the troops.
-Students will locate Normandy on a map of Europe, and then locate and identify the landing beach-heads for the invasion.
-Students will take notes on the D-Day invasion.
-Students will analyze why this invasion was necessary towards the war effort.
Name:___________________________




Date:_____

World at War








Period:____

AIM: How did the opening of a Western Front help the Allies defeat Germany?
DO NOW: Read through "An Excerpt” of General Eisenhower’s D-Day speech.  

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force! You are about to embark upon a great crusade, toward which we have striven these many months. The eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere march with you. In company with our brave Allies and brothers in arms on other Fronts, you will bring about the destruction of the German war machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny over the oppressed peoples of Europe, and security for ourselves in a free world.

Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well trained, well equipped and battle- hardened. He will fight savagely.

I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty and skill in battle. We will accept nothing less than full victory!

Good Luck! And let us all beseech the blessings of Almighty God upon this great and noble undertaking. 

~ Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower
THE ALLIED ADVANCE IN EUROPE
US & British Plan:

-Before war, FDR & Churchill set up plans for war with the Atlantic Charter.
-British forces begin plan to retake Europe by conquering North Africa.
-From N. Africa, British & US troops focus on moved up through Italy and into Europe.
-Mussolini retreats, Allies take Rome & New Italian government declares war on Germany.
                          
Countdown to D-Day:

-Soviet military having difficulty holding back the German advance in the east, wanted Allies to invade from the west.
Why? It would force Hitler to split up his army and fight a two front war.
-US & Britain finally agree to invade France, invasion occurs on June 6th, 1944 (D-Day).
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RESULT:

-Conflict leads to high casualty rates for both allies & Germans.

US Casualties: 1465 Dead, 3184 wounded, 1928 missing.

German Casualties: Between 4-9 Thousand.
-Allies able to liberate France, begin moving towards Germany.
-Germans defeated at the Battle of the Bulge, many feel the war will soon be over.
The End of the War:

-May 8th, 1945: Germany Unconditionally surrenders (V-E Day).
-Roosevelt, Stalin, and Churchill met at Yalta before surrender to decide the fate of Germany, set up post-WWII governments.
-Germany divided up, becomes a “Hot spot” during the Cold War.
TOPIC: The Manhattan Project

THESIS: Justification of the Atomic Bombs against Japan during WWII is still a debated issue in today’s world. Assessing the pro’s and con’s of using it, why did President Harry Truman make the decision to use them to end the war?

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to analyze the pro’s and con’s of using the Atomic bombs through their previous knowledge and interpretation of data.
-Students will be able to assess all actions that could have been taken by the President and justify them.
PROCEDURE: 
-Students will read through the handout “The Manhattan Project- Creating the Atomic Bomb” and using the information on the handout and their prior knowledge of WWII answer the questions that follow.
-Students will be able to; using the data and scenarios they were presented, come up with their own conclusions as to what should have been done and why.
-Students will debate the justification of the bombs use.
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AIM: How did the “Manhattan Project” affect the war in the Pacific?

DO NOW: Do you feel the use of Atomic Bombs against Japan was justified? Why or why not?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

“THE MANHATTAN PROJECT”- CREATING THE ATOMIC BOMB
What would you have done?

You are Harry Truman, who has taken over as President after the death of Franklin D. Roosevelt.  With Germany defeated, the focus of the war has shifted to defeating the Empire of Japan.  You believe that the only way to defeat Japan would be to invade and occupy the Japanese mainland.  However, one of you military advisors has just informed you of a secret project that was authorized by Roosevelt codenamed “The Manhattan Project”.  It is explained to you that this project has successfully tested an Atomic Bomb in the New Mexico Desert, and that we have two other operational Atomic Bombs remaining.  

THE FATE OF MILLIONS IS IN YOUR HANDS!!!!

There are two options available to President Truman, either use to military to invade and occupy Japan, or force the Japanese into surrendering by dropping the Atomic Bomb(s) on Japan.  Carefully study your two options by answering the questions below, and then come to your decision.  Will you sacrifice the lives of millions of American soldiers, or will you instead unleash the most powerful and destructive weapon in human history!


USE THIS INFORMATION & YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF WWII TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS AND DECIDE YOUR COURSE OF ACTION….GOOD LUCK & CHOOSE CAREFULLY!

1) What were the estimated casualties for US soldiers if we invaded Japan?

_____________________________________________________________________________

2) What did the Kamikaze attacks, as well as the battles at Iwo Jima & Okinawa, show about the Japanese in combat? How could this show what they will do if we invade Japan?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) How could the return of injured and dead US soldiers to the United States influence the public’s opinion?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) Why would the help of the Soviets be a bad thing? What might they bring with them that would once again make Japan an enemy of the US after the end of WWII?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5) What was the public’s opinion of the Japanese after the attack on Pearl Harbor? How could this portrayal influence the public’s opinion?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6) If we used the Atomic Bomb against Japan, who would we kill? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) Have we given the Japanese a chance to surrender? What was their response? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IT’S UP TO YOU!!!!!

After reviewing all of the information at your disposal, as well as considering the consequences of each plan (Invasion or A-Bomb), it is now time for you to make your decision.  You have already given the Japanese one last chance to an unconditional surrender, and even warned them that we will use an Atomic Bomb.  The Japanese have refused, and do not believe you possess such a weapon (or will use it).  It is now time for your decision; will you sacrifice the lives of a million US soldiers in an invasion, or sacrifice the lives of Thousands of Japanese civilians with the Atomic Bomb?

What will you do?______________________________________________________________

Why?____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TOPIC: Trial of Harry Truman

THESIS: The use of the Atomic Bombs against Imperial Japan in 1945 has been one of the most controversial actions the US has ever done in war. The man who made the decision; President Harry Truman, has been both praised and condemned for his role in the attack. Did he make the right or wrong choice?

OBJECTIVES: 

-Students will be able to analyze the actions of President Harry Truman through various forms of research and media.

-Students will be able to incorporate and analyze both primary and secondary sources.
-Students will be able to work cooperatively to create a “trial” setting for determining if his actions were justified or not.
PROCEDURE: 
-Have students read through the handout “Harry Truman: Hero of WWII or War Criminal” and explain the task that they need to accomplish.
-Assign students roles for the “trial” of Truman and allow them time to research their positions using primary and secondary sources found using the internet and/or print publications. 

-Conduct the “trial” of Truman with every member of the class filling their role/task, with the culmination of the trial being the jury vote.
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HARRY TRUMAN: HERO OF WWII OR WAR CRIMINAL?

The Decision of President Harry Truman to use Atomic Bombs against Japan to end WWII is one of the most controversial decisions in history. While many have said Truman was justified for making this decision, others have claimed that this act of violence against a civilian population would be considered a “Crime Against Humanity”. Well, it’s time to settle the score! We will be putting President Truman on trial, and he will be charged with “Crimes against Humanity”.  The class will be divided up into the prosecution and defense teams. Each team will have both lawyers and witnesses that will be instrumental in determining Mr. Truman’s fate in our mock court of law. Before we can begin the trial though, we must first go over what you have to do.

Step #1: Assign roles

-Get together with your group and figure out which one of you will be playing what parts. Remember, there are multiple lawyer and witness roles to fill for each.
Step #2: Research

-As a group, research your team’s position on Harry Truman. Look up some information that you could use for your witness as well as to “cross examine” the other side.

Step #3: Preparation

-Put together a PowerPoint for your opening and closing statements, and lawyers should also prep their witnesses for their direct exams.
Step #4: Trial

-The Trial phase will consist of the opening statement, direct exams and cross exams, and closing statements.

During your PowerPoint, be sure to include information that you will use as “evidence”. Primary source testimonies, pictures, graphs, charts, etc. are all allowed. I will be acting as Judge and will decide the fate of Truman based on the overall strength and preparation by one of the teams. 

	Defense Witnesses
	Prosecution witnesses

	Harry Truman

US Marine Soldier (Battle of Iwo Jima)

Japanese Kamikaze Pilot (trained, never flew!)
	Emperor Hirohito

Hiroshima Survivor

Los Alamos scientist


TOPIC: The Korean War
THESIS: During the Korean War, US Soldiers faced adverse conditions that led them to have difficulty fighting the war. 

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to incorporate information from previous lessons into a written assignment based on the circumstances of the Korean War

-Students will be able to use research skills to complete the task assigned

-Students will be able to write an analytical story from a 1st person perspective.

PROCEDURE:

-Go over questions from “Korea- A Divided Nation” DVD that they had previously watched 

-Have students read through the “Korea: The Forgotten War” handout and explain the task to them

-Have students use computers and/or books; as well as what they previously saw in the DVD, to complete the writing assignment required
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“korea: The Forgotten War”- Soldier’s Story

After watching the documentary on the Korean War, you were able to see what life was like for a US soldier in this brutal and sadly forgotten war. Take this experience into account and make a series of journal entries as you portray a US Soldier during this conflict. Write 2 journal entries that cover your day to day activities and feelings towards the war. Be sure to include the following:


-What is your name and rank?


-Where are you? What battle(s) are you involved in?


-What is the date?

-What are you going through? What problems are you facing as your fight the war (supplies, sickness, etc.)

-What has been going right? What has been going wrong?

As I said, be sure to make this as detailed (and historically accurate) as possible. Use what we saw in the DVD Documentary or research from the internet to make this as accurate as possible. Be sure to include Maps, Charts, pictures, etc. to make the journals more “eye catching”. 
TOPIC: Vietnam and the “Counter Culture” Movement

THESIS: As the Vietnam War progressed, the music of the times reflected the public’s growing displeasure with the government and it’s actions in and about the Vietnam War.

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to analyze a song from the Vietnam Era and be able to show how it reflects the public opinion of the times.

-Students will be able to analyze why public opinion faltered as the Vietnam War progressed.
-Students will be able to evaluate the actions taken by the US Government in both the war and the protests at home.
PROCEDURE: 
-Students will discuss how music mirror’s society in today’s world/culture

-Students will read through the worksheet “Vietnam and the Counter Culture Movement” and discuss the task.
-Students will pick a song from a list of “counter culture” music of the late 60’s-early 70’s.
-Students will create a PowerPoint presentation about the song’s influence on the Vietnam Era with the task as a guideline.
-Students will present their PowerPoint and song to the class.
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VIETNAM AND THE “COUNTER CULTURE” MOVEMENT

As the Vietnam War progressed, many people in the United States (and even soldiers fighting in Vietnam) began to question why the war was being fought. As the resentment of the war grew, a “Counter-Culture” movement began to grow in the United States. This movement was in direct conflict with the US policies at home and in our foreign policy. A big part of this movement was found in Music, where artists like Jimi Hendrix were voicing their displeasure with the war and US policies in general. For this assignment, research a song that would fit the “Anti-Vietnam/Counterculture” genre and present it to the class. For this, you will have to do the following:


-Find a copy of the song to play for the class.

-Find a copy of the lyrics to distribute to the class.
-Put together a PowerPoint presentation that discusses the artist, highlights and deciphers some of the lyrics, and if this song is about a specific event (Kent State, etc.).
-How was this song received by the public? Were there any groups that supported or resented it?

As always, make the presentation as vivid and eye (as well as ear) catching as possible. Have fun with it and, maybe, you’ll find a new song or artist that you like and can put on the iPod!
TOPIC: Events of the Cold War

THESIS: The “Cold War” was a series of events that took place on a global scale. Due to this, the events of the Cold War impacted music, literature, and society on a large scale.

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to analyze the impact of key events and people of the Cold War Era.
-Students will be able to analyze and interpret the song “We Didn’t Start the Fire” by Billy Joel and related it to the events of the Cold War.
PROCEDURE: 
-Students will receive a lyrics sheet for the song “We Didn’t Start the Fire” and listen to the song. As the song plays, they will follow along with the lyrics.
-Students will answer the questions on the “Events of the Cold War” worksheet which is based on the lyrics of the song.
-Students will answer the “Critical Thinking” Question and discuss the impact events of the recent past of present have had on the arts.
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AIM: How did events during the Cold War impact the history of the United States?

DO NOW: Listen and follow along with the lyrics to the song “We Didn’t Start the Fire” by Billy Joel.  As you are listening to the song and studying the lyrics, see if you can pick up on any lyrics or phrases to the song that you have learned about during your studies of the Cold War.

EVENTS OF THE COLD WAR

DIRECTIONS:

After listening to the song “We didn’t start the fire” by Billy Joel, you and a partner use the lyrics below, any resources in the room, and your knowledge of the Cold War to find the meaning behind lyrics.  Be sure to fill in not only the meaning, but also what year/decade the event took place.

LYRIC #1: Joe McCarthy

What impact did Joe McCarthy have on the United States?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:__________________

LYRIC #2: North Korea/South Korea

What was happening in Korea that influenced US policy?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:_________________

LYRIC #3: Rosenbergs

Who were the “Rosenbergs”? What happened to them that fueled the “Red Scare”?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:________________

LYRIC #4: Communist Bloc

What was the “Communist Bloc”? What nickname was given to that “Bloc” that divided Communist & Capitalist nations? __________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:________________

LYRIC #5: Little Rock

What “Civil Rights” event was happening in Little Rock, Arkansas?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:_______________

LYRIC #6: Sputnik

What was “Sputnik”? What “race” did it help trigger between the US and USSR?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:______________

LYRIC #7: Bay of Pigs Invasion

What was the “Bay of Pigs Invasion”? Who was the US trying to get out of power & why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:______________

LYRIC #8: Malcolm X

What movement is Malcolm X associated with? What were his beliefs?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:______________

LYRIC #9: JFK, Blown Away, What Else do I have to say

Who was JFK (What did he do & What do the initials mean)? What happened to him that put the country into a state of shock? _____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:_____________

LYRIC #10: Ho Chi Minh

What US involved war is Ho Chi Minh associated with? What was the result of that war?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:_____________

LYRIC #11: Watergate

What was “Watergate”? What impact did it have on the country?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:_____________

LYRIC #12: Ayatollah’s in Iran

Who was the “Ayatollah’s? What event occurred in Iran that led to increased tension between the US & Iran?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:_____________

LYRIC #13: Russians in Afghanistan

How did the Russians involvement in Afghanistan strain US/Soviet Relations? How did the war impact the USSR? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year/Decade:_____________

CRITICAL ANALYSIS:

How can songs/literature express the feelings of people during key events in history? What are some songs or works of literature that you know of that discuss issues from recent current events or events of the past? Does the song have a message it’s trying to portray to the listener?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TOPIC: Presidents of the Cold War

THESIS: The Cold War was a time of great distress and achievement for people on both sides. While some US Presidents had more success than others, all have left their mark on the events of the Cold War.

OBJECTIVES: 
-Students will be able to use research skills to analyze the actions of the Presidents and evaluate their performance.
-Students will be able to analyze the success and failures of the President they are researching.
-Students will be able to analyze their overall impact on the Cold War both during their Presidency and beyond.

PROCEDURE: 
-Discuss what the students would see as “Positive” or “Negative” contributions to the Cold War.
-Have students read through the “Presidents of the Cold War” handout and explain the task with them.
-Have students using the computers and/or books research their President and create a PowerPoint presentation about their President using the task outlined in the handout.
-Have students present their project to the class.
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PRESIDENTS OF THE COLD WAR

From Harry Truman to George H.W Bush, there were several Presidents involved with the Cold War. For this assignment, I want you to research a President from the Cold War Era and evaluate their role in the Cold War. Be sure to research, analyze, and describe the following:


-Their name, political party, and their years in office

-Background (Where are they from? When were they born? Previous political/military experience)

-Foreign Policy actions (Military interventions/wars, policies, etc.)

-Domestic Policy issues (espionage, security, military buildup)

-Evaluate the Pro’s and Con’s of their Presidencies

WHO YOU CAN CHOOSE:

Harry Truman

Dwight Eisenhower

John F. Kennedy

Lyndon Johnson

Richard Nixon

Gerald Ford

Jimmy Carter

Ronald Reagan

George H.W Bush

Don’t forget about key events; like wars, policies, actions in the space/arms race, interventions around the world, Their “legacy”, etc.

WORKS CITED

Text:

Dobbs, Michael; Saboteurs: The Nazi Raid on America; Alfred A. Knopf Publishing, New York, 2004

-Select passages of this book will be used to show how the Nazi Government recruited Americans of German descent and trained them to destroy US industry and wartime production. It will also highlight how these saboteurs were brought to the US by U-Boat, with some being entering the country through Eastern Long Island.

Media:

“The First World War: The Complete Series”; Hamilton Films, 2004

-Select chapters of this DVD set will be used to focus on a wide variety of topics that relate to World War I. This includes the impact of the Alliance System, the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, The background of the Armenian Massacre, The impact of the Zimmerman Telegram, and the impact of “Total War production” on all warring nations.

“The Last Voyage of the Lusitania” National Geographic, 2002

-This video will be used to correspond to a student worksheet that discusses the causes and impacts of the sinking of the Lusitania. Includes declassified information by the British government concerning concealed war materials, British response to U-Boat attacks, Winston Churchill’s desire to have the US enter the war though due to “unrestricted Submarine Warfare”, and new theories about why the ship sank.

“The Last Day of WWI: 11th Month, 11th Day, 11th Hour”; A&E Television Networks, 2004

-Documentary tells the story of the last day of WWI, which was the bloodiest day of the war. Goes into the inept strategies of military leaders from both sides, and the futility of warfare on Armistice Day

“The Lost Battalion”; A&E Television Networks, 2001

-Tells the story of a US Army’s 77th division who were surrounded by enemy forces in the Argonne Forest. Flashbacks show recruitment techniques used by the US and US public opinion of the Germans’ during WWI through the use of Government sponsored propaganda. Also shows technology used in WWI and the fighting style known as “Trench Warfare”.

“Band of Brothers”; HBO Films

-Miniseries which follows the US Airborne from training through the end of the European War. Highlighted episodes will have the students focus on the devastation and toll of “D-Day”, The survival of the Airborne troops through the German “Ardennes” campaign, and the soldiers and locals reaction to the discovery of a Concentration camp discovered by the regiment. 

“The Pacific”; HBO Films

-Miniseries follows a platoon of US Marines through the War in the Pacific against the Imperial Empire of Japan. Highlighted episodes will be the battle for Guadalcanal and the distress of soldiers returning from the war (Post traumatic stress, etc.).

“The Manhattan Project”; A&E Television Networks, 2001

-Tells the story of the construction of the Atomic Bomb at the Los Alamos testing sight. Will be used by students to see the reasons for using the bombs, the devastation it caused to structures & civilians, and analyze if the bombs should have been used during a “debate” style format.

“13 Days”; New Line Cinema, 2000
-Film explores and analyzes the Cuban Missile Crisis and the Kennedy administration’s response to it. Details the use of the US blockade against Cuba, reconnaissance and espionage by both nations, the US public’s reaction, and the role of the United Nations in the process.

“The Right Stuff”; The Ladd Company, 1983
-Details the rise of NASA and the US space program. Provides in depth insight into the recruitment of US Air Force, Navy, and Marine test pilots; the difficulties the NASA rocket program faced, the difficulties involved with producing the space capsule, the tribulations of astronaut Gus Grissom, and the competition of the “Space Race” between the US and the Soviet Union.

“Miracle”, Walt Disney Media, 2004
-The story of the 1980 US Olympic Hockey Team who were able to defeat the Soviet Union “Red Army” team. The film revolves around the team and the game, but also involves issues such as the Iranian Hostage Crisis, the Gas Crisis, the difficulty of Carter’s Presidency, and US perceptions of the Soviet Union.

“Forest Gump”; Paramount Pictures, 1994
-Follows the title character (Forest Gump) through various points of Cold War history. Highlighted scenes will include Desegregation, Soldiers experiences through the Vietnam War, The “Counter Culture” movement, and the resignation of Richard Nixon due to the “Watergate” Scandal.

“Korea: the Forgotten War” A&E Television, 2005

-Describes the difficulties US Soldiers faced during the Korean conflict. Analyzes and details US strategy and difficulties, as well as the role of China and the UN in the conflict. Also describes the role of the “Demilitarized Zone” in the Post Korean War world and continuing conflicts in the region.

“All the President’s Men”; Paramount Pictures, 1976

-Details the uncovering of the “Watergate Scandal” by reporters Woodward and Bernstein and the subsequent resignation of President Richard Nixon. Highlights the role of the media in politics and the resistance by the Nixon Administration to cooperate with the Congressional investigation.

KEY EVENTS


-Due to the alliances, Germany declares war on Russia





-Germany declares war on France





-Germany invaded Belgium





-Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife are shot dead by the Serb student Gavrilo Princip





-Austria Hungary declared war on Russia





-Due to her alliance, Russia mobilizes her army to support Serbia





-France and Britain declare war on Austria-Hungary





-Britain declared war on Germany





-Unsatisfied by Serbia’s response to an ultimatum, Austria Hungary declares war on Serbia





DATES





June 28th, 1914





July 28th, 1914





July 29th, 1914





August 1st, 1914





August 3rd, 1914





August 4th, 1914 (2)





August 6th, 1914





August 13th, 1914











KEY BATTLES OF WWI





INFORMATION AT YOUR DISPOSAL:


-US intelligence estimates an invasion of Japan would cost approximately 1 Million US Soldiers lives.


-The Japanese have shown their unwillingness to surrender at the battles of Iwo Jima and Okinawa during the “Island Hopping” campaigns.


-Kamikaze attacks have shown the Japanese are willing to die for their country.


-The surprise attack at Pearl Harbor in 1941 has shown the Japanese will show no mercy in order to win the war.


-We have given the Japanese several chances to agree to an unconditional surrender, but they have refused.


-The Soviet Red Army has agreed to help us in the Pacific, and could be part of a Japanese invasion and occupation.


-The use of the Atomic bombs could cost the lives of hundreds of thousands of Japanese civilian’s lives.


-People in the US have suffered the loss of friends & family members in Combat.
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