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Bellmore-Merrick Central High School District

7 / 8 Reading Curriculum


This curriculum is designed to meet the Response to Intervention framework for Tier III which addresses targeting skill deficits with research / evidence based strategies.  The components of the curriculum address pre-requisite skills, common conceptual misunderstandings and struggles, intervention strategies, conceptual development to meet grade level standards, classroom connections and formative assessment.  


These questions were considered in the design process.
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Along with this curriculum, students have an individualize program, Academy of Reading, School Specialty, which further fills in gaps and areas of need.


The curriculum is not meant to be taught in any specific sequence nor is it bound by specific time factors.  The design of an RtI program is to meet the needs of students as they are uncovered by the teacher.


Big Ideas and Understandings are selected which align to the current 7th and 8th Grade ELA curriculum.  Common Core Standards are addressed.
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Reading Curriculum
Decoding and Fluency
	Big Idea:  Tolerance and Compassion
Understandings:
- Tolerance is required but compassion is a choice

- Tolerance and compassion can be learned

- We can learn through our differences

- You can disagree without being tolerant

- There are consequences to being tolerant and intolerant

- People need to be aware of the differences between cultures, ethnicities, sexes, etc.

	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
- RS10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary fiction and nonfiction in the grades 6-8 complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- phonemic awareness

- knowledge of intonation, inflection and voice

- knowledge of syntax

- use of context


	- Students read too slowly/ too fast

- Students read in a “choppy” manner (ex. word-for-word, pausing at wrong spots)

- Students have a lack of fluency

- Students emphasize the wrong parts of words

- Students cannot decode multi-syllabic words

- Students do not recognize common prefixes, suffixes, and roots

- Students focus on sounding-out words and do not recall what they read (comprehension is affected)

- Students have poor spelling skills



	- Fluency Instruction: inflection/ intonation, modeling and practice

- phonological instruction- word families

- use of prior knowledge as background for reading
- spelling instructional activities

- word-analysis strategies 

- decoding strategies:
· chunking
· deducing
· prior knowledge/personal experiences
· using Parts of Speech

-Substituting Synonyms

-explicit instruction and modeling of skills by the teacher

-Wilson Activities:
· study structure of words
· sound segmentation
· syllabication




Decoding and Fluency
	Big Idea:  Tolerance and Compassion
Understandings:
- Tolerance is required but compassion is a choice

- Tolerance and compassion can be learned

- We can learn through our differences

- You can disagree without being tolerant

- There are consequences to being tolerant and intolerant

- People need to be aware of the differences between cultures, ethnicities, sexes, etc.
	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
- RS10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary fiction and nonfiction in the grades 6-8 complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.



	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- increase sight word vocabulary
· interact with various forms of text\

· self-monitoring
· spelling/ phonemic awareness
· word study
· basic proficiency
· linguistic knowledge
· self-regulation of comprehension (meta-cognition)
· letter-sound correspondence
· phoneme-segmentation


	- Wilson Activities:

· finger-tapping to segment sounds

· teacher modeling in read-alouds and students visualize/ retell

· read short passages with controlled vocabulary

· “Think-Alouds”

- Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR):

· Previewing

· Clink and Clunk

· Get the Gist

· Wrap Up

· CLOZE Passage Activities

- Language Experience Approach (LEA)

· discussion and read-aloud of expository text

- Reader’s Workshop conferences with teacher

- journal reflections (post-reading)

- use of independent-level text, to build fluency

- repeated readings of text, to increase accuracy and speed

- Paired Reading (pair more fluent with less fluent readers)

- echo reading and choral reading

- listening to voice




Reading Curriculum

Understanding Words in Context
	Big Idea:  Conflict
Understandings:
- Not all conflicts have solutions

- Conflict affects people in different ways

- Interpretation affects your understanding of a conflict
	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade
- RS4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.
8th Grade
-RS4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative3 and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- knowledge of grade-level vocabulary

- decoding skills

- context clue strategies

- understanding of author’s purpose

- knowledge of point of view

- understanding of literary devices/ figurative language

- ability to activate prior knowledge and use personal experiences

- use of schema

- fluency skills, ex. intonation and inflection

- ability to self-monitor comprehension

- ability to adjust your own comprehension to different texts and purposes


	- students cannot determine the meaning of a new word

- students cannot find clues in surrounding sentences or paragraphs

- students lack semantic knowledge

- students do not read a variety of text and have limited exposure to print

- students have difficulty spelling words, leading to poor decoding skills

- students have difficulty making connections to text


	Building Context Clue Strategies
- chunking (with paragraphs)

- deducing (with surrounding sentences

- substitutions with synonyms 

- prior knowledge/ personal experiences

- using the Part of Speech

- students must read a variety of texts, to be exposed to more forms of print

- define key words before reading to increase vocabulary

- concept mapping

- Word Analysis Strategies (analyzing word parts).




Understanding Words in Context
	Big Idea:  Conflict
Understandings:
- Not all conflicts have solutions

- Conflict affects people in different ways

- Interpretation affects your understanding of a conflict
	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade
- RS4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.

8th Grade
-RS4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative3 and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- increase sight word vocabulary

- increase overall vocabulary

- need multiple opportunities and sources for active learning of words

- must transact with text, creating personal responses

- use of picture clues

- use of visualization

- self-monitoring

- spelling awareness

- word-analysis strategies

- make visual associations


	- Use of guided reading

- CLOZE activities 

- Word Detective Program- decode by analogy

- Vocabulary Intervention Strategies, such as:

· Semantic Feature Analysis (SFA)

· concept mapping

· Semantic mapping

- SSR

- match texts with student interests (high interest/ low level text)

- Reader’s Workshop (one-on-one conferences)

- “possible sentences” activity

- use of pre-reading, during-reading and post-reading strategies

- modeling, guided practice, independent practice

- analysis of pictures, charts, graphs, etc…

- vocabulary self-collection

- pneumonic devices

- Reading Response Strategies, such as:

· small group discussions of text

· Sketch-to-Stretch

· journal writing

-morphemic analysis (study meaningful parts of a word- ex. root, prefix, suffix)

-contextual analysis




Reading Curriculum

Activating Prior Knowledge/Schema
	Big Idea:  Community
Understandings:
- Everyone in a community has an important role

- A community can be defined in many ways

- The setting can affect the values of the community

- Authors can have a bias that may influence the reader’s perception of the community
	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade
- RS3  Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot)

8th Grade
- RS3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision
- RS11 Interpret, analyze and evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama, artistically and ethically by making connections to: other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations.

· self-select text to develop personal preferences

· establish and use criteria to classify, select, and evaluate texts to make informed judgments about the quality of the pieces



	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- short-term memory

- sequence/ story structure

- making connections:

- text-to-text

- text-to-self

- character-to-character

- making word associations

- making picture associations


	- students cannot make personal connections

- students cannot visualize

- students do not understand key vocabulary words

- students do not read/ are not exposed to a variety of print

- students lack motivation to read

- students lack focus and engagement

- students cannot establish their own purpose for reading

- students cannot determine the author’s purpose

- students cannot generate questions/ use higher-order thinking


	- making connections 

- visualizing

- note-taking

- use of a web/graphic organizer

- student analyze what is being asked

- students analyze “How the topic relates to me”




Activating Prior Knowledge/Schema
	Big Idea:  Community
Understandings:
- Everyone in a community has an important role

- A community can be defined in many ways

- The setting can affect the values of the community

- Authors can have a bias that may influence the reader’s perception of the community
	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade
- RS3  Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot)

8th Grade
- RS3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision

- RS 11 Interpret, analyze and evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama, artistically and ethically by making connections to: other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations.

· self-select text to develop personal preferences

· establish and use criteria to classify, select, and evaluate texts to make informed judgments about the quality of the pieces



	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- ability to evaluate information

- can support ideas with evidence from the text

- ability to activate schema to make connections

- knowledge of language comprehension strategies, such as:

· synthesize information

- make inferences

- generate mental imagery

- generate questions

· predicting

· summarizing

· making associations


	- Pre-Reading Strategies:

· KWL Charts

· Brainstorming

· Concept-maps

· Identify key vocabulary words

· Anticipation guides

· Checklists

- Frame of Reference

- Use of scaffolding

- Modeling “Think-Alouds”

 Reading Response Activities:

· Sketch-to-Stretch

· Journal Writing with Sentence Starters (“This reminds me of,” “I can relate to this because…”)

· Interactive Notebook

- High interest/ low level text matched with student interests and abilities

- RAFT (Role, Audience, Format, Topic)

- Checking out the Framework

- Conversations Across Time




Reading Curriculum

Metacognition
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Our identity is always evolving. 
- Identity impacts all decisions just as your decisions impact your identity.

	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade
- RS11 Recognize, interpret, and make connections in narratives, poetry, and drama, ethically and artistically to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations

· Self-select text based on personal preferences

8th Grade
- RS 11 Interpret, analyze, and evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama, artistically and ethically by making connections to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations

· Self-select text to develop personal preferences



	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Self-monitoring

- Self-assessment

- Knowing when and how to employ comprehension strategies

- Rereading

- Adjusting reading rate in different contexts

- Recognizing areas of personal struggle

- Using meaning, structural and visual cues to aid in comprehension


	- Students have difficulty identifying areas of personal struggle

- Students have difficulty knowing when to employ comprehension strategies

- Students have difficulty knowing which comprehension strategies work best for them

- Students have difficult setting reading goals

- Students lack effective note taking strategies

- Students allow their attitude toward the particular reading assignment to significantly influence their ability to comprehend the text

- Students do not adjust their reading rate based on the relative difficulty of the passage

- Students do not see the value in rereading

- Students do not implement metacognitive strategies when unprompted


	- Questioning skills (asking questions of the text to clarify misunderstandings and aid in comprehension)

- Learning style assessments (“What kind of learner am I?”)

- Self-monitoring checkpoints (students will check their understanding of text throughout the reading process)

- Use of graphic organizers

- Study skills (using particular study strategies (e.g., graphic organizers, recording notes on tape, using index cards) that work best for students’ unique learning style)

- Activating prior knowledge when reading

- Rereading and reading rate instruction

- Think alouds

- Thinking process journals




Metacognition
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:

- Our identity is always evolving 
- Identity impacts all decisions just as your decisions impact your identity 

	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade
- RS11 Recognize, interpret, and make connections in narratives, poetry, and drama, ethically and artistically to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations

· Self-select text based on personal preferences

8th Grade
- RS 11 Interpret, analyze, and evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama, artistically and ethically by making connections to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations

· Self-select text to develop personal preferences



	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Think aloud while reading

- Set reading goals

- Self-monitor and self-assess

- Chart confusions and work collaboratively toward reaching comprehension

- Identify personally effective strategies to use in context

- Reread to aid in comprehension

- Adjust reading rate based on perceived difficulty of passage

- Apply metacognition strategies to a range of fiction and non-fiction texts, even when unprompted

- Apply metacognition strategies across content areas (interdisciplinary focus)

- Develop and implement study strategies

- Learn more about their personal learning style and adjust reading and studying accordingly

- Use questioning techniques as an entry point to understanding


	- Think-alouds (modeled)

- K-W-L charts

- Expectation grids

- Anticipation guides

- Content-free questions (“check point” questions for students to answer throughout the reading experience, e.g., what is the character’s problem? Why do you think so? Do you like or dislike this part of the story? Why or why not? What is most interesting to you in this article? How does this article relate to you?)

- Write-alouds

- Double-entry journals (students divide their notebook paper in half, adding important quotes and passages on the left side and their comments, questions, and connections on the right side)

- Reflective logs

- Annotations

- ReQuest procedure (individual student and teacher engage in silent reading of shared text and take turns asking and answering each other’s questions. This technique aids in students’ questioning and predictive abilities)

- Say Something (students take turns periodically pausing during paired reading in order to make predictions, ask a question, clarify a misunderstanding, make a comment or make a connection)


Reading Curriculum

Sequence and Story Structure
	Big Idea:  Change and Decisions
Understandings:
- The power to choose and make decisions is a natural right and power.

- Not making a choice is a choice
- Our actions speak louder than our words

- Poetry uses visual and figurative language to enhance communication and convey meaningful messages
	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade

- RS2  Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text

-RS5 Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning
8th Grade
- RS2  Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text

- RS5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Knowledge and understanding of the following skills:

· Visualization

· Summarizing

· plot structure

· compare/ contrast

- use of graphic organizers

- ability to self-regulate comprehension

- note-taking skills

- ability to make connections

- understanding of chronological order

- knowledge of literary/poetic devices


	- Students do not recall order of events

- Students cannot identify flashbacks

- Students have difficulty making predictions

- Students cannot select key events to use in a summary

- Students have difficulty retelling a story

- Students have trouble identifying point of view

- Students have limited vocabulary for expression

- Students cannot make connections

- Students cannot identify key events in a typical “story pyramid”


	- the story is broken down into parts (beginning/ middle/ end)

- transition words will be used

- practice putting events into order (order of events)

- Who, What, Where, When, How and Why for a story

- use of story pyramid graphic organizer

- practice story-mapping




Sequence and Story Structure
	Big Idea:  Change and Decisions
Understandings:
- The power to choose and make decisions is a natural right and power.

- Not making a choice is a choice
- Our actions speak louder than our words

- Poetry uses visual and figurative language to enhance communication and convey meaningful messages
	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade

- RS2  Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text

-RS5 Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning
8th Grade
- RS2  Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text

- RS5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- understanding of chain of events in a story

- understanding of how to use timelines

- understanding of how to effectively summarize 

- understanding of literary elements (ex. foreshadowing)

- ability to make predictions (using evidence from the story)

- use of story mapping

- ability to visualize

- ability to questions

- knowledge of language comprehension skills, such as:

· elaborating

· clarifying

· making associations

· evaluating


	- “Think-Alouds”

- sequence charts of everyday activities (ex. making a grilled cheese sandwich)

- story maps for independent-level text

- RAFT 

- sociograms

- Reciprocal Reading Strategy

· questioning

· summarizing

· clarifying

· predicting

- Teacher scaffolding by:

· modeling

· prompting

· questioning

· remodeling

- Reading Response Activities:

· Sketch-to-Stretch (put together into a storyboard)

· Journal writing

· Reader’s Workshop Conferences

· Interactive Notebook


Reading Curriculum

Summarizing
	Big Idea:  Conflict and Challenge
Understandings:
- Before we can make a decision about changing something, we must first understand it in its present state.
	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade
- RS1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the test says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

- RS2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, provide an objective summary of the text.
8th Grade

- RS1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text
- RS2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.



	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Distinguishing between main idea, topic and details

- Extracting extraneous information

- Recognizing the hierarchical nature of textual information (i.e., some information is more important or more relevant than other information)

- Identifying text structure

- Long-term memory development

- Constant monitoring of comprehension (“Do I understand what is going on?”)

- Using text structure to help determine main ideas

- Retelling and synthesizing information

- Drawing conclusions

- Grasping conflict/resolution or larger themes from text

- Visualizing story


	- Students have trouble distinguishing between main idea, topic and details

- Students lose main idea in a retell, becoming mired in extraneous details

- Students lose the sequence of events

- Students do not take effective notes on story

- Students do not consider the text pattern / author’s purpose when summarizing

- Students have trouble outlining

- Students are unfamiliar with alternative types of outlines

- Students do not reread

- Students have trouble simplifying or elaborating retellings


	- Conduct think-alouds to self assess for clarification of main ideas

- Create appropriate outlines for particular type of summary needed (not “one size fits all” approach)

- Practice summarizing various text forms

- Develop personally effective summarizing strategies that can be used across content areas

- Reread to help determine main ideas, topics and details

- Determining the story “basics” (who, what, where, when, how)




Summarizing
	Big Idea:  Conflict and Challenge
Understandings:
- Before we can make a decision about changing something, we must first understand it in its present state.
	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade
- RS1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the test says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

- RS2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, provide an objective summary of the text.
8th Grade

- RS1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text
- RS2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Summarize both fiction and non-fiction texts across multiple content areas

- Read with a purpose (e.g., main idea, topic, and detail in mind)

- Organize the material through the use of various types of organization charts (depending on text pattern)

- Preview to determine text structure and main ideas

- Think aloud

- Reread for comprehension

- Identify key words of passage

- Avoid redundancies in retellings


	- Mind maps

- Think-alouds

- Previewing text

- Magnet summaries

- Sequence-maps

- Reciprocal teaching

- Summary frames

- Concision contests (students compete against one another to determine who can create the most succinct, complete and accurate summaries of a shared text)

- Turn-and-talk throughout reading experience

- Story arc maps

- Teacher-embedded checkpoint questions

- K-W-L charts

- Sociograms

- GIST summaries

- Review writing

- Sequel writing

- Artistic renderings of main events (visual summary)




Reading Curriculum

Predicting
	Big Idea:  Change and Decision Making
Understandings:
- We must use the facts to decide what should come next


	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade
- RS1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
8th Grade
- RS1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Using clues (e.g., cover image, title) to help make predictions

- Seeing the value in making predictions

- Activating prior knowledge to inform the reading experience

- Asking questions while reading

- Drawing logical inferences

- Using previewing strategies to familiarize self with text prior to reading

- Cause and effect relationships


	- Students do not see the value in making predictions

- Students worry about making “wrong” predictions (feel that predictions must be “right” to be of value)

- Students do not adjust and confirm their predictions

- Students forget to use the title and text clues to inform their predictions

- Students do not preview the text

- Students do not empathize with characters (“What would I do next in this situation?”)

- Students lack patience necessary to predict, wishing instead to “just know now”
	- Revise and confirm text predictions

- Provide textual support/evidence for predictions

- Think-alouds

- Activating prior knowledge to make predictions

- Asking questions for comprehension and predictions

- Paying attention to foreshadowing


	Big Idea:  Change and Decision Making
Understandings:
-Understandings: We must use the facts to decide what should come next


	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade

- RS1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
8th Grade

- RS1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Make predictions before and during the reading experience

- Reflect on (revise and confirm) past predictions

- Use text clues to inform their predictions

- Provide textual evidence to support their predictions

- Ask questions throughout the reading experience

- Use prior knowledge to build upon new textual information

- Self-to-text connections to aid in predicting


	- Think-alouds (modeled)

- Prediction cards (Students use details from beginning of story to encourage classmates to predict what will happen later in story. This becomes a motivating force for the other students to read the story.) 

- Semantic impressions (students are given 5-20 words from the upcoming story, in order of their appearance, and students create a plausible story based on these words)

- Probable passages (introduces readers to new vocabulary. Students are given group of new words from upcoming text, and use them to predict the characters, setting, conflict and resolution of the story)

- Anticipation guides

- Reciprocal teaching

- Written conversation

- DR-TA (Directed Reading-Thinking Activity)

- Character maps




Reading Curriculum

Inference
	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:
- A person’s appearance may/ may not reflect who he/ she is

- Identity is constantly evolving

- Identity helps us to relate to characters and their experiences
	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade
- RS1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from text

- RS11 Recognize, interpret, and make connections in narratives, poetry, and drama, ethically and artistically to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations

8th Grade
-RS1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

-RS11  Interpret, analyze, evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama, artistically and ethically by making connections to: other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- ability to activate prior knowledge

- ability to make connections among texts or personal connections

- analytical/ critical thinking skills

- ability to move beyond the literal interpretation of a text

- ability to engage in deeper processing and comprehension

- use of long-term memory for sentences and paragraphs in a passage

- active construction of meaning from text

- linguistic knowledge 

- understanding of symbolism

- language comprehension skills (ex. Clarifying, elaborating, predicting, generating questions, making associations, summarizing, rehearsing, generating mental imagery and evaluating).


	- students need support in how to use background knowledge and text structure to determine relationships among ideas.

- students need support using textual details to draw a conclusion

- students need support in critically analyzing what the author is “not stating” (reading btwn the lines)

- students cannot identify clues in a story

- students have difficulty connecting experiences beyond the classroom with school texts

- students need explicit strategy instruction


	Building Inferencing Skills

- Modeling or “Think-Alouds” by the teacher

- Students using background knowledge to identify “how this relates to me” or “what this reminds me of”

- Using basic “who, what where, when and how” sentence starters for general textual information

- Using basic story knowledge/ facts to make predictions (supported with evidence and explanations)

- Story mapping

- Use of Reciprocal Reading Strategies (questioning, summarizing, clarifying and predicting)




Inference

	Big Idea:  Identity
Understandings:
- A person’s appearance may/ may not reflect who he/ she is

- Identity is constantly evolving

- Identity helps us to relate to characters and their experiences


	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade

- RS1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from text

- RS11 Recognize, interpret, and make connections in narratives, poetry, and drama, ethically and artistically to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations

8th Grade
-RS1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

-RS11  Interpret, analyze, evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama, artistically and ethically by making connections to: other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- a deeper understanding of text

- ability to analyze story events, using prior knowledge and textual details

- support answers/ ideas with evidence from text 

- ability to elaborate on ideas

- identify clues from the author in a passage

- transacting with text (making personal responses)

- transfer the skill beyond the remedial reading context (across the content areas)

- elicit literal interpretive and applied levels of comprehension


	- students will listen to a conversation btwn 2 people and identify setting, events and purpose

- students will read a passage and infer feelings/ emotions of characters, based on story events

- students will perform skits, while classmates infer character traits (based on performance and prior knowledge/ personal experience)

- students will practice “Think-Alouds” while reading a story 

- students will use a “Turn and Talk” discussion activity with a partner

- students will play a “Who did it?” game (similar to Clue), based on events and character traits

- use QAR reading guides along with text 

- use story mapping for text and concepts

- use various Reading Response Strategies, such as:

· possible sentences

· sociograms

· metaphor analysis

· conversations across time




Reading Curriculum

Cause and Effect
	Big Idea:  Conflict and Challenge
Understandings:
- Conflict affects people in different ways. 

- Resolutions to conflicts will impact others.

	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade
- RS1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the test says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

- RS2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
8th Grade

- RS1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text
- RS2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Determine the story “basics” (who, what, where, when, how)

- Identify cue words that signal cause and effect relationship (reasons why, if…then, as a result, therefore, because, consequently, thus)

- Identify cause and effect text structure while previewing text

- Identify order of story events / sequence

- Organize textual information in graphic organizers

- Visualize plotlines and events

- Grasp real world cause and effect scenarios
	- Students confuse the terms “cause” and “effect”

- Students have difficulty determining what is “cause” and what is “effect” in both fiction and non-fiction texts

- Students have difficulty determining the relationships between ideas in text

- Students confuse sequence with cause and effect

- Students do not pause at cue words that signify text structure

- Students have difficulty applying text structures and cue words to their own writing

- Students are not familiar with story pyramid/arc


	- Graphic organizers to help students make logical connections between causes and effects 

- “Cue word” class recitation

- Previewing texts for author purpose/text structure

- Teacher modeling of cause and effect identification in sample passages

- Opportunities to apply text structure understanding to independent writing

- Turn-and-talk (to check for understanding


Cause and Effect
	Big Idea:  Conflict and Challenge
Understandings:
- Conflict affects people in different ways. 

- Resolutions to conflicts will impact others.

	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade
- RS1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the test says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

- RS2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
8th Grade

- RS1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text
- RS2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Determine and apply cause and effect in both fiction and non-fiction texts and across content areas

- Identify “cue words” that signify cause and effect within the text

- Preview text to determine text structure/author purpose

- Use cause and effect structure to aid in comprehension

- Apply text structure understanding to personal writing


	- Use graphic organizers to organize information in both fiction and non-fiction texts across content areas (including SEL lessons)

- Use background knowledge to aid in their comprehension of text

- Use real life examples (“I yelled at my parents, so they grounded me”) and historical examples (The American colonists were angry that they were being taxed without representation, so they began the American Revolution) to aid in their understanding of cause and effect

- View cause and effect relationships played out in film

- Play computer games aimed at teaching and reviewing cause and effect relationships

- Translate storylines to Dominoes pieces to help distinguish causes and effects

- Students will act out model and self-written cause and effect pieces


Reading Curriculum

Compare and Contrast
	Big Idea:  Tolerance and Compassion
Understandings:

- People need to be aware of the differences between cultures, ethnicities, sexes, etc.

- We can learn through our differences


	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade

- RS1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text

- RS6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the point of view of different characters or narrators in a text

- RS7 Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to teach medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film)

- RS9 Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history

8th Grade

- RS1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text

- RS5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style

- RS7 Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production or a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors

	Pre-Requisite Skill
	Common Conceptual

Misunderstanding/

Struggles
	Intervention Strategies/Formative Assessment

	- Identify smaller details and larger concepts

- Organize large amounts of textual information

- Transfer ideas into graphic organizers

-Identify “cue words” that signal compare/contrast text structure (both, also, as well, same as, alike, different, in contrast, on the other hand, however, unlike)

- Difficulty brainstorming qualities of person, object or idea to be compared or contrasted

-Preview a text for text structure

- Difficulty grasping real world compare and contrast scenarios

- Struggle to visualize two separate concepts or ideas at one time


	- Students have difficulty organizing material into main ideas and supporting details

- Students do not read for purpose (e.g., to compare and contrast)

- Students see “comparing” and “contrasting” as mutually exclusive ideas, or fail to see the difference between the two

- Students do not pause at cue words that signify text structure

- Students have difficulty applying text structures and cue words to their own writing

- Students do not activate prior knowledge to help support comparing and contrasting

- Students do not actively compare and contrast when unprompted

- Students do not realize that comparisons and contrasts should quickly move beyond the superficial


	- Graphic organizers (e.g., Venn diagrams, compare-contrast idea maps) to help students compare and contrast (whole-to-whole, point-by-point, similarities-to-differences)

- “Cue word” class recitation 

- Teacher modeling of in-text and out-of-text comparing and contrasting

- Previewing texts for author purpose/text structure

- Character maps to chart character traits and development for the purpose of comparing and contrasting

- Opportunities to apply text structure understanding to independent writing

- Drawing to help define points of comparison and contrast




Compare and Contrast
	Big Idea:  Tolerance and Compassion
Understandings:

- We can learn through our differences

- People need to be aware of the differences between cultures, ethnicities, sexes, etc.


	Common Core ELA Standards Grades 7-8
7th Grade

- RS1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text

- RS6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the point of view of different characters or narrators in a text

- RS7 Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to teach medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film)

- RS9 Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history

8th Grade

- RS1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text

- RS5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style

- RS7 Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production or a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors

	Grade-Level Concerns

Necessary Conceptual 

Development

To Meet Grade-Level Standards
	Classroom Connections: Learning Activities

Formative Assessment

	- Use graphic organizers to organize textual information

- Identify “cue words” that signify compare/contrast within the text

- Preview text to determine text structure/author purpose

- Use compare/contrast structure to aid in comprehension

- Use background knowledge to help develop comparing and contrasting

-Apply text structure understanding to personal writing

-Compare/ contrast across various text forms (novel-to-novel, novel-to-film, nonfiction-to-fiction, etc.)

- Apply text structure understanding to writing and reading across the content areas


	- Use graphic organizers (Venn diagrams, Venn thought bubbles) to organize information in both fiction and non-fiction texts

- Figurate language activities (metaphor and simile) through poetry reading and writing

- Multimodal comparing and contrasting (writing, visual art, music, film)

- Class debates to practice comparing and contrasting (via research and delivery performed on both sides of the case)

- Engaging in multiple perspectives (how do the two characters see this situation similarly? How do they see it differently?)

- Interdisciplinary discovery activities (comparing and contrasting science fiction story to scientific expository text, historical fiction to social studies, etc.)
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