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Abstract

	This CAP, entitled Vocabulary and SAT Preparation, will enable students to effectively prepare for the Scholastic Aptitude Test while building their vocabulary. Each section of the SAT examination will be thoroughly explored.  Detailed strategies for successfully completing all sections will be introduced and implemented to maximize student success. Introducing the students to these strategies during separate meeting periods and following them up with at home practice will allow for students to focus on one strategy at a time, one section at a time.  As a result of this CAP, teachers of the course will be able to draw from one unique source, including powerpoints, schedules and helpful tips.  This CAP also strives to meet the following Common Core Standards for grades 11-12:
· Reading Standards for Literature/Informational Text:
 Key Ideas And Details:
1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 
3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).

Craft and Structure:
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.
5. Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

Responding to Literature:
11. Interpret, analyze, and evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama, aesthetically and philosophically by 
        making connections to: other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations.

· Writing Standards for Literature:
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. Explore and inquire into areas of interest to formulate an argument.  
3.   Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
Conventions of Standard English:
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 



















Rationale
	The goal behind the Vocabulary and SAT Preparation CAP is simply to introduce and employ the strategies that will propel students to higher SAT scores and expanded vocabularies.  By increasing their scores, they will feel more confident, more accomplished, and will greatly increase their chances of being accepted to a better college. As a result of this CAP, teachers will now have the strategies and pacing at hand to better prepare our students for this comprehensive and stressful exam.   


Understanding by Design
	Stage One – Desired Results

	Content Standard:
Common Core Standard:
· Reading Standards for Literature/Informational Text:
 Key Ideas And Details:
6. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
7. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 
8. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).

Craft and Structure:
9. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.
10. Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

Responding to Literature:
11. Interpret, analyze, and evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama, aesthetically and philosophically by making connections to: other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations.

· Writing Standards for Literature:
3. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. Explore and inquire into areas of interest to formulate an argument.  
5.   Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
Conventions of Standard English:
4. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:
6. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
b. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 


	Understanding(s)
Students will understand that
1. Extracting meaning from texts and being able to cite textual evidence during analysis is crucial.
	Essential Question(s):
1. How can we maximize our chances of choosing the correct answers while being opportunistic with our time?
1. Why is using the strategies provided the most effective way to do approach the exam?

	Students will know
1. Strategies for succeeding on the SAT and for building vocabulary.
	Students will be able to
1. Raise their SAT scores, broaden vocab, extract meaning from texts, learn words in context, analyze and evaluate texts, write in grammatically correct form to showcase ideas.

	Stage 2 – Assessment of Evidence


	Performance Task(s):
1. Students will partake in a variety of activities and tasks designed to strengthen their vocab while limiting time spent in choosing correct answers for reading and writing questions.
1. Power points, group work, practice exams, and exercises. 
	Other Evidence:
1. Students will be better equipped in context clues, author’s craft and style and determine themes or implied meanings.  

	Stage 3 – Learning Plan


	Learning Activities:
1. Group work, annotating, practice exercises, and note taking as well as reading comprehension and writing strategies.






SAT Course
Session #1

1. Take attendance
1. Show SAT Stress Relief Guide PowerPoint, while students take notes
1. Discuss twins who received perfect scores on the SAT last year
1. Complete “What Would You Do? T/F quiz
1. Review answers
1. Review “What Does the SAT Look Like?”
1. College Board’s Vocabulary Theory
1. See Gruber’s page 353 roots/prefix list
1. Complete Gruber’s page 416 Test #1
1. Review responses (see page 458) 

*Break*

1. Show SAT Essay PowerPoint, while students take notes
1. Review sample essay topic and begin working on Brainstorming worksheet
1. Brainstorming ACRONYM
1. Read/Discuss Sample essays scored at levels 6, 4, and 1 using SAT Rubric as a guide
1. Distribute additional brainstorming worksheet and assign page 389 (College Board) timing class 5 min. to plan
1. Discuss responses
1. Assign essay writing using pages 382-383 timing class 15 min. to write
1. Distribute red pens
1. Have classmates meet and read their essays to a partner, making any needed corrections
1. Discuss findings after reading essay aloud- What did you find? Concerns at this stage? Relate to importance of taking the last 5 min. to proofread and revise.

Homework
1. Create flash cards for page 353 and review at least 1x each day. Use chart to keep track of progress.
1. Complete Vocabulary Tests 2-7 and check all answers once complete
1. Using brainstorming worksheet, complete essay on page 453 (College Board) while timing self (5/15/5 min.)
Get a notebook or binder as well as a few packs of flashcards by next week’s class




SAT Course
Session #2

1. Take attendance while completing Gruber’s Vocabulary Test #8 (page 418)
1. Review responses
1. Distribute rubrics- review aspects
1. Self-grade essays completed for homework
1. View PowerPoint on Critical Reading: Passage Based Reading
1. Review Literal Comprehension samples on pages 51-52 and page 57 and review responses (handouts)
1. Complete “Using the Same Word in Different Ways” worksheet #s 1-3 and discuss responses
		-Why is it important to go back to the passage and re-read for vocabulary 			and in-context questions?
1. Complete passage on page 71 (handout) using the Who? What? When? Where? Why? technique
1. Review Vocabulary-in-Context and Literal Comprehension samples on pages 72-75 (handout) and review
28. Page 72 Review
28. Pages 73-74 Review
28. Pages 74-75  Review
1. Transitional Words review using pages 142-143 (Gruber’s) to locate such words
	-Circle all transitional phrases in activity
	-Can do same on exam

*Break*

1. Complete Facts and Opinion Venn Diagram activity (pg. 81 handout)
1. Complete Extended Reasoning samples on pages 83-84 (handout)
0. Row #1 Question 1
0. Row #2 Question 2
0. Row #3 Question 3
0. Row #4 Question 4
1. Review responses (see key)
1. Drawing inferences activity (optional based upon time)
0. Instruct students to draw conclusions after listening to three statements
0. Explain how the activity works once students draw the correct conclusion with example 1
0. Repeat activity using example 2
0. Distribute 3-5 examples among the class and instruct the volunteers to write down 3 statements that will lead the class to draw the correct conclusions
0. Individuals will present
0. Connect this activity to “drawing inferences” type questions
1. Complete Extended Reasoning samples on pages 87-88 (handout) and review 
1. Complete Extended Reasoning samples with class as a whole on pages 89-91 (handout) focusing on language/style/tone
1. Complete pages 95-97 (allot 12 minutes) and review

Homework
1. Create flashcards for roots/prefix list on page 354
1. Combine all cards and study at least 1x each day. Track progress on chart distributed week 1
1. Complete Vocabulary Tests 9-14 (Gruber’s) and check all answers
1. Complete pages 391-394 (time self 20 minutes)
1. Complete 402-406 (time self 20 minutes)
1. Complete essay on page 453 (time self 25 minutes) using pages 446-447 and grade self using rubric once completed

*Review all notes prior to starting homework!

SAT Course
Session #3

1. Take attendance while completing Gruber’s Vocabulary Test # 15 (page)
1. Review responses
1. View Sentence Completion Power Point while taking notes
1. Review Sample Directions and Question Sheet using tips from power point
1. Students will complete page 28 independently
1. Once completed, students will pair up with a partner and share responses
1. Next, students will complete page 29-30, using page 28’s answers
1. Complete pages 38-39 and time class 15 minutes

*Break*

1. Complete page 390 (time 5minutes) and review responses
1. Complete page 401 (time 5 minutes) and review responses
1. Complete page 419-422 (time 20 minutes) and review responses

Homework
1. Create flashcards for roots/prefix list on page 355
1. Combine all cards and study at least 1x each day. Track progress on chart distributed week 1
1. Complete Vocabulary Tests 16-20 (Gruber’s) and check all answers
1. Complete page 454-458 (time self 25 minutes)
1. Complete page 465-470 (time self 25 minutes)
1. Finish previous homework assignments from Monday’s class!

*Review all notes prior to starting homework!


Session #4

1. Take attendance while completing Gruber’s Vocabulary Test # 21(page)
1. Review responses
1. Grade essay using rubric and submit for grading
1. View Improving Sentences Power Point while taking notes
1. Review Sample Directions and Question Sheet using tips from power point
1. Students will complete page 138 independently
1. Review “Conjunction Review” page 143 reading examples
1. Complete “Using Coordinating Conjunctions in Sentences” and review responses
1. Review “Subordination Review” page 146 and read examples
1. Complete “Using Subordination” by assigning each student one sentence (Time 5-7 minutes). *Complete if enough time 
1. Partner up and share responses once complete/Share as a class
1. Complete pages 149-150 (Time 5 minutes)

*Break*

1.  Review pages 149-150
1. View Improving Paragraphs PowerPoint and take notes
1. Review directions and complete questions on pages 157-158
1. Complete:
· Sample Paragraphs That Need Additions/Review
· Sample Paragraph That Needs Deletions/Review
· Sample Paragraph That Needs Changes/Review
1.  Complete pages 171-172 (time 5 minutes)
1. Review responses

Homework
1. Create flashcards for roots/prefix list on page 356
1. Combine all cards and study at least 1x each day. Track progress on chart distributed week 1
1. Complete Vocabulary Tests 22-26 (Gruber’s) and check all answers
1. Complete pages 413-414 and 417-418 (time self 15 minutes)
1. Complete pages 428-430 (time self 10 minutes)
1. Complete pages 477-478 and 481-482 (time self 15 minutes)
1. Complete pages 492-494 (time self 10 minutes)

*Review all notes prior to starting homework!







SAT Course
Session #5

1. View Sentence Correction Power Point while taking notes
2. Review Test Directions (pg 110) using tips from power point
3. Students will complete page 112 independently, using the tips previously discussed
4. Complete “Poorly Placed Modifiers” page 123 and review responses
5. Complete “Place Adjective Clauses” page 125 and review responses
6. Complete practice questions pages 129-130 and review

*Break*

7. Practice Sentence Correction questions using Tests #1 and #2 in blue book
8. Review/Discuss any final questions regarding any areas of the exam
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