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Student Learning Plan

English Education


	Designer: Miriam Loebman
	Teaching Date: 03/23/12

	Topic: Modern Satire

	

	Grade Level: 
 12
	Time Frame: 
100 minutes
	Description of Students: 
4:10 approximate number of girls
2:10 approximate number of African-American students
Lower end of socio-economic spectrum

Rural environment
12th grade regular students
B-day: 25-30% students on IEPs

	Lesson Objectives: 
Students will…

· Identify the place of satire in the modern world

· Understand how satire is used contemporarily

· Create their own satire

SOLs:

· 12.3 The student will read and analyze the development of British literature and literature of other cultures.

a) Recognize major literary forms and their elements.

b) Recognize the characteristics of major chronological eras.

c) Relate literary works and authors to major themes and issues of their eras
· 12.7 The student will develop expository and informational writings.

a) Generate, gather, and organize ideas for writing.

b) Consider audience and purpose when planning for writing.

d) Elaborate ideas clearly and accurately.


	Assessment: Formative and Summative 
Formative: The student’s understanding will be measured informally by the teacher during discussion. The journal entries will also be collected by the teacher at the end of the unit, so that understanding can be monitored.
Summative: The student will be responsible for a final portfolio, where they will prove their understanding of different satirical styles.
	Resources: 
· LCD Projector
· Computer

· New York Times website

· Websites for The Daily Show, The Colbert Report, and The Onion
· YouTube
· Fodey

	Lesson Content: 
Modern British Satire

Monty Python

Modern American Satire

The Daily Show and The Colbert Report

The Onion

Students’ Newspaper Satire

Use of Fodey.com



	Instructional Strategies and Timing: 
1. The students will be read the day’s agenda and objectives by the teacher, from the projector. (3 minutes)
2. The class will watch two Monty Python clips on YouTube: “What Have The Romans Ever Done For Us” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qc7HmhrgTuQ) and “Romans Go Home” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbI-fDzUJXI) (5 minutes)
3. The class will write in their journals about what each clip was a satire of and how effective it was at making its point. (10 minutes)
4. The students will write the word of the day (“etymology”) in their notebooks. (5 minutes)

5. The students will be split into pairs. Each pair will be given their choice of an article from the satirical newspaper The Onion to read and prepare to present to the class. (7 minutes) (Reading Other Forms of Text)
6. Each pair will present their article, as either an explanation and report on the satire present or an acting out of the satire with an accompanying explanation. (13 minutes) (Dramatic Reading/Reader’s Theater OR Sharing/Collaborating)
7. The class will be shown clips from The Daily Show (http://www.thedailyshow.com/watch/wed-october-26-2011/parks-and-demonstration---oakland-riot) and The Colbert Report (http://www.colbertnation.com/the-colbert-report-videos/400862/october-27-2011/shockupy-wall-street-fad) on the same issue. (7 minutes) 

8. The class will then vote on which show presented the topic in a more effective way and discuss/debate why they feel this way. (5 minutes) (Discussion)
9. The teacher will introduce the newspaper activity, to be included in the students’ satirical portfolio. She will do this by putting an example of her own attempt on the projector, using the projector to walk the students through the steps of coming up with an idea for a satire via a list and/or web, then creating a newspaper article on Fodey.com. (13 minutes) (Brainstorming/Listing)
10. The teacher will take the students to the computer lab and allow them to research issues which they would like to satire in their news article. (15 minutes) (Researching)
11. The teacher will then make sure the students have at least started work on the substance of their news article. The students can finish in class, though they do not need to. (15 minutes) (Reconstituting/Reconsidering Text)
12. The teacher will wrap up class, restate what the students learned that day, and remind the students of the looming portfolio due date. (2 minutes) (Creating Text-Related Artifacts)
Plan B (in case of technology failure):


If the projector does not work, for whatever reason, the focus for the day will be on the discussion of current events for the students to use in their news articles, instead of the modeling of the clips on current events as examples for their writing. Instead of walking the students through how to work Fodey, I will present them with the clip I have created and encourage them to help me proofread it, hoping that the process will teach the students what to focus on in their own article.

 
If I cannot obtain access to the computer lab, I will on the brainstorming stage, once more encouraging the students to help me proofread. I will then allow them to research on a topic in the classroom, using the classroom newspapers and magazines. The scope of available topics will be much smaller and perhaps less to the taste of my students, but hopefully I will still be able to allow them to draw up an outline to use when they work on Fodey later.

	Multi-disciplinary 

The focus on current events is very much tied in with social studies. The Monty Python sketches are furthermore an excellent review of history.
	Adaptations: 

 The students who need extra time will be able to finish their news article at home. 

Students will also be allowed to finish their essay on Monty Python at home. 

	
	Differentiation Strategies:


Students will be allowed to choose the method of their in-class presentation, either more serious or more informal.

Students will both talk about and write about their understanding.


Some of the articles the students will study will be infographs, allowing visuals to be studied along with words.


Students will be able to work in pairs and thus help each other understand material that they might otherwise have difficulty with.


	Reflection/Recommendations for Future Use:


My lesson plan definitely takes UDL into account. My students’ options for both learning and proving their knowledge involve a variety of options, from the dramatic to the formal. I attempt to reach out to audio, visual, and kinetic learners by offering the students options to learn modern satire by reading it, hearing it, and performing it. Even the written material I do assign leaves open the possibility that some students can study documents that are light on text, thus trying to eliminate the unfair advantage to linguistically strong students. 

I see technology connecting with my content focus because, to a certain extent, modern satire is becoming unanimous with technology. Very few people read The Onion in its printed form, choosing instead to visit the website. The Daily Show and The Colbert Report are entirely digital forms of satire, poking fun at an entirely digital phenomenon: the 24-hour news channels and their frantic fight to fill up the hours of television that they claim. You do not have printed works of parody going “viral,” the way Jon Swift’s A Modest Proposal might have been said to have done in the England of the 1700s. Instead, only digital works have the honor of reaching out for the world and asking for change. By getting the students to think about the success of programs like The Daily Show and The Colbert Report, and what these programs aim to do, the student has a far better understanding of the way satire has evolved to continue achieving its ends in a modern world.


Luckily, technology also dovetails with the pedagogical style I plan on engaging. As mentioned in my comments about how my lesson works with the principles of UDL, technology opens doors to allow me to present material to students in a variety of formats. A big aspect of my pedagogical theory is that every student can be taught. I therefore very much want to make my material available to each student, and technology allows me to do so. Another massive boon granted to me by technology is the ability for the students to use a program like Fodey. Fodey allows the students to craft an end product that actually looks like a real news article, allowing the students to truly see the application of what they are learning.

Content, pedagogy, and technology are basically inseparable in my lesson. The content I am teaching is defined by digital technology, which is also wrapped up in successful pedagogy. Without technology, both content and pedagogy are much more difficult to achieve. I have to rely on printed resources and a loss of my options for differentiation, if my technology fails. 

Clearly, I view the technology used in my lesson as composed almost solely of advantages. There are a handful of advantages that stick out even from the others, however. The advantage of the projector is the ability for all students to watch the same material at once, so that I can present a topic to the class and then move on. The advantage of the computer lab is that it allows my students to do individual work based on their own interests, instead of losing time in newspapers and magazines that might not only seem boring to them, but also offers a far weaker ease of information access. The last technology I plan on using, Fodey.com, is a wealth of advantages. Not only does the program allow each student to create his or her own product, but it is incredibly easy to use, with only a handful of blocks to fill out, the purpose of each self-evident. The program also allows finished products to be both saved and printed. I am glad technology offers me all of these advantages, as I cannot even imagine attempting to teach a classroom about modern satire without these benefits.


	
SOE Student Teaching Competencies: 

1. Demonstrates understanding of subject matter and pedagogical knowledge for instruction.

3.   Demonstrates understanding of the central role of language and literacy in student learning.

6.   Plans lessons that align with local, state, and national standards.

9.   Teaches based on planned lessons.

· Communicates objectives of the lesson clearly

· Explains content accurately

· Provides clear directions for student activities

· Modifies and improvises the lessons during instruction

    11.   Uses motivational strategies to promote learning for all students

· Employs intrinsic and extrinsic motivational strategies

· Assesses motivational issues affection student learning

    12.   Engages students actively in learning

· Generates enthusiasm and/or appreciation for the lesson

· Helps students understand the relevance of the lesson to them

    20.   Organizes for effective teaching

· Organizes classroom for instruction

· Has all materials on-hand



Agenda:

· Monty Python clips
· Class essay

· Word of the day

· Reading of satirical news articles

· Presentation of satirical news articles

· Watching satirical news clips

· Work on the satirical newspaper project

Objectives:

Students will…

· Identify the place of satire in the modern world

· Understand how satire is used contemporarily

Create their own satire 

· Word Cache:

A. Etymology, noun

B. The history of a word or words

C.  Etymology: from Old French, from Greek

D.  “the study of true meaning”

E. Euterpes is the name for the foie gras with white chocolate, referring to a muse of lyric poetry. Before you compliment me on my classical chops, I should confess that this education came from the gorgeous matte flashcards, one per dish, that guide a diner through the Romera phantasmagoria.


The cards, with a butterfly illustration on one side and 
text on the other, delve verbosely into etymology, 
ecology, horticulture, philosophy. “The objective of 
any pre-appetizer,” says one, is to “prepare the guest 
for the degustation that will follow.” Another: “By 
looking at nature with eyes of solidarity we will see 
that it is always expressing something to us.”



(From http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/18/opinion/bruni-dinner-and-derangement.html?_r=1&scp=3&sq=etymology&st=cse)
Class Essay:

What was each Monty Python sketch satiring? Which one was more effective? Why? How would you have made a satire out of the same material?

Articles to use from The Onion:

http://www.theonion.com/articles/immigration-officials-beef-up-usmexican-border-wit,1080/
http://www.theonion.com/articles/importance-of-education-given-valuable-lip-service,722/
http://www.theonion.com/articles/us-inspires-world-with-attempt-at-democratic-elect,1243/
http://www.theonion.com/articles/politicians-sweep-midterm-elections,2083/
http://www.theonion.com/articles/epa-stubborn-environment-refusing-to-meet-civiliza,17418/
http://www.theonion.com/articles/obamas-deficitreduction-plan-includes-spending-cut,20195/
Infograph: http://www.theonion.com/articles/celebrity-tax-deductions,8547/
Infograph: http://www.theonion.com/articles/opposition-to-john-bolton,8228/
http://www.theonion.com/articles/obama-practices-lookingoffintofuture-pose,2459/
http://www.theonion.com/articles/historians-admit-to-inventing-ancient-greeks,18209/
Teacher’s sample of Fodey.com article:
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Sports Stars Reveal They Ar

The world was shocked to
the core todsy when an
anonymous but
high-sanking sports oficisl
sevealed that athletes ate
actully exempt from any.
and ll cades of morality.

"Veah! he gunted into
the mic st the top-secret

press conference
convened by acoalition of
concemed civil,

humaniterien, and mnimal
sights groups. "W totally
sign, like, a contract. Ot
unsign. Whatever
Basicelly, i means
whatever we do is, like,
totely legt. Were not
aceountable for any of it

seid Sue Ann
McSpottion,  who was
cleasly holding back teas.
"I ahvays called the sport
celebrites [ followed 'my
boys! 1 thought they
wwould be just as morel and
upstending as any man
whose job involves
carefully  choreographed
acts of violence."

The sect of the Soming
Pasta Villain denies that
the stars ever signed their
own conract

"For some reason, they
seemed not to believe it
necessary," said the Creat
Pasta Tamer. "We'l see if
the Villain agrees "
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