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ABSTRACT


Through this Introduction to Memoir Book Circles Unit, we promote literacy and expand our students’ exposure to the genre of non-fiction, through the sub-genre of memoir.  Lessons and handouts are included which will direct the sixth grade teacher to successfully begin to facilitate this Introduction to Memoir Book Circle unit.   In order to differentiate instruction, and to challenge all of our readers, students will read full-length memoir novels in addition to smaller memoir texts.

Assessments are provided that follow this unit.  Students will go through the writing process to produce a published memoir.  Students will also read a full-length memoir in homogeneous book circles.
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RATIONALE


In aligning with the Common Core Standards, this Introduction to Memoir Book Circles Unit provides students with an array of opportunities to read memoirs in order to expand their understanding of non-fiction as a genre.  The unit includes related activities to help students reflect on what they have read.

The Common Core Standards are fully addressed in this CAP.  Students will be analyzing text, citing textual evidence, identifying literary elements, determining central themes, analyzing point of view, determining the meaning of words and phrases and writing objective summaries.
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DESIRED RESULTS
Goals: 
· Students will read a full length memoir.
· Students will write a memoir.

· Students will have an understanding of memoir.

Understandings: 

· A memoir is a window into a life; it is a specific event or theme, a portion of a life.

· Memoirs are the writer’s truth.

· Writers write to change their readers.
Essential Questions:

· How do we write to change our readers?

· How do we choose an event from our lives to write about?

· How do we choose the words and literary devices to best communicate our meaning?

· What is the universal in our specific (universal emotion)?
Knowledge:                                                                                    

· Identify and name the genre of memoir
· Identify and name the qualities of successful memoirs
· Identify the ways and purposes that authors sequence/chose to organize their stories Notice and use adjectives and adverbs as sign-posts for sequence (i.e., later, next, then, after, afterwards, eventually, recently, throughout, first, first of all, initially, during, before). Notice and use verb tense.
· Create a draft layout of a memoir
· Read to collect craft lessons/ideas; Recognize and name how and why authors use literary devices
· Identify the features and purposes of the about the author blurb
· Write and punctuate believable dialogue
· Choose a verb tense that moves the story, and remain in that tense.
· Use proper subject-verb agreement
Direct and Indirect Evidence:
· Conference notes
· Classroom discussion
· Graphic organizers
· Classwork

· Homework
· Quizzes
· Test
· Memoir
COMMON LANGUAGE TERMS
East Meadow teachers will use the following terms consistently in order to have a common language.  
Context Text:  Marshfield Dreams (Ralph Fletcher)
A short, rich memoir used to teach our mini-lessons from.  Fun, accessible, ages of characters match ages of students.  Students will read and talk about this text.  The context text offers a common ground for students to enrich their ability to talk across texts with the Fulcrum and Texture Texts.  
Fulcrum Texts: Bad Boy (Walter Dean Meyers) for above average readers, Knots in My Yo-Yo String (Jerry Spinelli) for average readers, and My Life in Dog Years by Gary Paulsen for below average readers

Definition:  Longer memoirs, worthy of time spent, used for craft lessons, more complex than Context Text.
Texture Text: (not yet chosen)
Another short memoir, different from all other memoirs, complicates discussions in a worthy manner

Memoir:

A significant memory in a writer’s life that changes the writer’s way of thinking or being

Memoirist:

The author of a memoir

Vignette:

A shorter memoir within a longer text

Incidents:
Any distinct event

Event:

An occurrence in a memoirist’s life

Summary:
A brief account giving the main points of a memoir
Introduction to Memoir Book Circles: Getting Started Days 1-7

Day 1
Aim: Introducing the genre of memoir.

Procedure:

1.  “We have studied fiction through picture books.  We became experts at literary devices through Owl Moon. Earlier in the year, we studied non-fiction through biographies, by writing about a classmate.  Now we are moving into another sub-genre of non-fiction, memoir.  Writers of memoirs, memoirists, choose moments in their lives in which they have changed significantly.  They don’t simply tell a story about a memory, they go much deeper and share a moment in their lives in which they were changed.  They may be hoping to change us through their own experience.  This goes back to our Big Picture Idea, that writers write to change people and readers read to become different.  

“Today I am going to share with you one of my favorite memoirs, Last Kiss, written by Ralph Fletcher.  (stop here a moment and recall books students may know written by Fletcher)  As I read it, think about how Fletcher was changed from this memory he writes about.

2.  Have an accountable talk discussion in classroom focusing on:
· Determine the central idea

· Can students relate to the change in Fletcher?

· How did Fletcher feel (emotions)?

· How did this experience change Fletcher?  Cite textual evidence.

3.  Tonight’s homework:  Read another memoir by Fletcher, First Pen.  Students will answer the following questions based on their reading:
· 1.  Why did the memoirist (writer) have the need to share this experience?

· 2.  How did memoirist feel (emotions) about this experience?

· 3.  How can you (reader) relate to this experience?

· 4.  a) How did this experience change the memoirist?

          b) Cite textual evidence from memoir to support your answer.

Day 2
General Procedure:
1. Have an accountable talk discussion about First Pen homework.

2. Begin Memoir Unit, as per original Memoir CAP.  When introducing the chart used to record information about each picture book, add Last Kiss to the chart as an example.  Together, using the chart as a guide, add information about First Pen to the chart.  Chart includes the following relevant columns:  title/author, author’s purpose and topic.  The next day, students will record the same information individually as they read.
Day 3-5 (teacher will adjust number of days depending on the pace of classroom)
1. Marinate students in memoir picture books.  Each day, focus on one of the following topics on our chart:  topic, purpose, universal in the specific, narrator, sequence.  

Day 6 

Aim:  Introduction of Book Circles
Procedure:

1.  Teacher will organize a Book Talk on each of the 3 possible Book Circle titles.  Teachers will choose an excerpt from each.  When choosing excerpts, teacher will pay attention to choosing ‘equal’ excerpts from each book.  Excerpts, covers and back covers will be put on overheads or shown on Smart Board during the Book Talk.  No mention of levels of books will be discussed.
· Above grade level readers:  Bad Boy

· On grade level readers: Knots on a Yo Yo String

· Below grade level readers:  My Life In Dog Years

2. Using the Decision Making Matrix (page 17) and teacher’s assessment, students will fill out criteria to determine which book is of most interest to them.  Students will fill out each book after as it is discussed in the Book Talk.  
Day 7

Aim: Begin Book Circles.  Set up rules and structure for Book Circles.

Procedure:

1. Students are put into groups based on their Decision Making Matrix.

2. Students are given a calendar with Book Circle discussion and reading dates pre-written in, and the expected finishing date for reading.  

3. Teacher will establish the idea that Rules need to be created.  Teacher will say something like, “When I was in a book club, we decided that we will always start by saying our favorite part, or what got us very heated in the story…”  Teacher will refer back to previous classroom Accountable Talks for expected level of discussions and behavior.
4. Circle groups will get together and discuss the following:

· How will we speak with one another?
· How will we begin/end our Circles?

· How many pages will we read each day in order to finish book by due date?

· Complete calendar with reading schedule.

5. Specific rules will be given to Book Circles:

· “Play your best post-it”  Students will put 3 post-its in their books each time they read.  Suggestions for what will be written on post-its are: a great question, a good part, a terrible part, something not understood, an inference made, something figured out, or anything previously discussed on the classroom “What Successful Readers Do” chart. 
· Many pages will we be required to read each day?

· Keep a marble notebook.  Inside notebook will be worksheets, played post-its, notes to each other and anything else discussed.  
Mini-Lesson


Aim: Analyze how the reader gets to know individuals in a memoir.
Materials:

· Last Kiss 
· Chart to record findings
Procedure:

1. Tell students, “Memoirists include details about the individuals in the memoir for a reason.  They want us to get to know the individuals in the memoir, as well as him/herself.  Today I am going to share with you what I know about the father in Last Kiss, and how I know.”  

2. Tell students, “I know that the father is nurturing at the beginning of the memoir because Fletcher says his father kisses him good night every night.  Fletcher included that information on purpose, so that we, the reader, may get to know the individual of the father.”
3. Hand out chart showing the above example.  The chart has the following columns:  Character, Trait, Action/Statement.  Depending on their understanding, we discussed possibly having the students do another example (another example about father, or Fletcher) with a partner.  
4. Students will be directed to get into their Book Circles and work on the above concept together. 
Readers and Writers
Choice Worksheet
Book Circle members will choose a different square to work on during 
Book Circle discussion days.  The center square requires you to cite textual evidence for all of the boxes you choose.
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Making Inferences
	Determine meaning of words & phrases
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	Write an objective summary



	Determine  central (main) idea
	CITE 

TEXTUAL 

EVIDENCE
	Analyze how memoirist’s life experiences effect his point of view



	Analyze how the memoirist helps the reader to get to know individual in memoir
	Identify the universal in the specific
	Identify literary elements and explain how they enhance the reader’s understanding of memoir


Speakers and Listeners
Worksheet
Date:__________________

Discussion Facilitator:____________________

Note Taker:____________________________

Discussion Notes:

	(((((((
	Choice #1
	Choice #2

	Fill in Readers & Writers choices
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	Write

response notes

to choices


	_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________


	_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________





Process:
Write some notes about any of the following questions:  
· Who spoke?___________________________________________

· Who was a leader?______________________________________

· Who felt left out?______________________________________

· Who took over?________________________________________

· Great questions asked?__________________________________
____________________________________________________

· What was the best thing we did today?_______________________
____________________________________________________

· What do we want to discuss next time?_______________________

____________________________________________________

· How did you change as communicators?_______________________

____________________________________________________


Lesson:  Creating a memoir title
Aim: students will create their own relevant memoir title

Procedure:
1. Say, “Authors spend a great deal of time coming up with a title for their writing.  Think about how important a name is.  If you have ever named a pet, remember about how much thought you and your family put into that name.  Some titles expresses the main idea of the text, some titles offer new information not shared in the text and some titles bring out the ‘universal emotion’ of the text.  Before we title our own memoirs, we are going to look at other author’s work and what titles they came up with and why.”  

2. Today, I am giving you 5 poems.  Read the poems with your group.  Title the poems.  Explain to students that the purpose of this activity is to think about possible titles, not about guessing the author’s actual title.  There are no right or wrong answers in this activity.
3. Students will work in groups while teacher confers.
4. Share student’s titles for poems.  For each poem, elicit student responses about why they chose that title.  Also share the author’s title and facilitate a conversation about the author’s possible purpose that title.  Stress again to students that the purpose of this activity is to think about possible titles, not about guessing the author’s actual title.
5. Explain homework to students.  Stress that they are not choosing a title for homework, they are choosing 3-5 possible titles.
Create an original title for these poems.







	#
	Your title
	How does your title add meaning 

to the poem?
	Actual title

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	



Authors take a lot of time to decide on a title!

	Possible Title
	Reason Why?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Qualities of an Effective Title:
(may do one or all of the following)

6.  Expresses the main idea of the text
7.  Offers new information not shared in the text
8.  Brings out the ‘universal emotion’ of the text
(  HW:   Create 3-5 possible titles for your memoir.   (
Name:__________________________   HR:____________
	Book Choices:
	Am I interested in reading a book by this author?
	Is the excerpt interesting to me?
	Is the style of writing interesting to me?
	Is the level of language appropriate for me?
	TOTAL

POINTS

	Bad Boy
	
	
	
	
	

	Knots In My Yo-yo String
	
	
	
	
	

	My Life in Dog Years
	
	
	
	
	








Point Values:                 1= very little   





 2 = a little    





 3 = somewhat       

 4 = a lot     

 5 = very much

The book I choose is:_____________________________________________

I chose this book because:_____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

2nd  choice:________________________________
3rd choice:________________________________________
“If you aren’t making each other smarter, you could have done it alone.”


                                    ~your LA teacher (





#2





#1





Before Mrs. Williams died


She told Mr. Williams


When he gets home


To get a nickel out of her


Navy blue pocketbook


And to give it to her


Sweet little gingerbread girl


That’s me





I ain’t ever going to spend it





-Eloise Greenfield








Mingled


breath and smell


so close


Mingled


black and white


so near


no room for fear.


-Langston Hughes





#3





#4





I have eaten


the plums


that were in


the icebox





and which


you were probably


saving


for breakfast





Forgive me


they were delicious


so sweet


and so cold


-William Carlos Williams





who is tall and bold


with sneakers to make


her run faster to


or from


the world


-Nikki Giovani





The mint bed is in bloom: lavender haze day.  The grass is more than green and throws up sharp and cutting lights to slice through the plane tree leaves.  And on the cloudless blue I scribble your name.





-James Schuyler
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Memoir Literature Circles








