Practical Exams
Practical Exams were once used in college science lab classes.  They were especially popular in biology classes.  They are still used in some testing programs in science and I think NAEP had some at one time.  This explains how to set one up. While they are most often used in science you can use them in social studies.  See http://www.curriki.org/xwiki/bin/view/Coll_VirginiaMaloneet/AdvertisementActivity for an activity with student products that can be used on a practical exam.
Here’s how they work.

1. Plan ahead.  Think of paths students can follow to move around the room without bumping into one another.  And is essential a big circle.
2. Set up materials at intervals around the room along this path. (stations)  With each set of materials ask a simple question.  What is this?  Identify the structure at the end of pointer in the microscope?  What is the function of the structure at the end of the pin (dissection type stuff)?  Who meets all of the qualifications on this ad?  What body system does this post card describe? (If they are writing post cards from the viewpoint of inside the body), What is the volume of the rock? (materials would include water and a graduated cylinder), etc.
3. Tape the materials down, kids will move them around if you do not – at least that has been my experience.  Each of these sets of materials becomes a STATION.
4. Write the question on an index card and tape it next to materials at that station.

5. Find a logical starting point.  Number the index card #1.  Continue number the cards in the path you want the student to follow.  Put an arrow below each number to show the direction the student will move to on your command.

6. Once you have done this a couple of times you can set up an exam with 35 stations in about 35 minutes.

7. Now for the test.  Do not allow the students in the room until all are present.  Then have students take out a pencil and paper.  I had them leave their books and other stuff in the front of the room so they would not be tripping over them while taking the test.  I had a very small room and had stations on every desk so that even in my largest class there would be no idle student.

8. Once they are in the room each student is to go to a station.  At that time they write their name on the paper.  Number the paper 1through the highest number on the station.

9. Super important.  They must put a big star by the station number where they begin.

10. Say, “ you will have 1 minute to answer each question.  Be sure you write your answer on your paper next to the correct number – the one with the star.”  “When you have answered the question move to the next station.”  Watch the kids working and your watch.  Most will complete the task in less than a minute.  When all are done.

11. Say, “look at the arrow on the card it will show you where to go next.  Do not move until I say so.  Now move.”  Some kids will get lost on the first move so be prepared to guide them in the right direction.  No station should have two kids at it.

12. Say, “be sure you write your answer by the correct number.  You have one minute at this station.  Remember to turn your paper over when you are through.” When all are done repeat the process.  I do not actually give them a full minute unless they need it, since I can tell when all are done.  

13. After two or three moves, I just say, “move” and they automatically go to the next station since they are always following the same person, it is easy.

Adaptation:

If you only have four or five stations you can have students take the written part of the exam at their desk and then let them go to the stations one at a time, always beginning with station number one.   When a student gets to the next to the last station the next can begin.  This prevents a faster kid from bumping into a slower one.

My students much preferred practical exams to sit down tests.

Adaptation, but not as much fun for kids.

Scan in the post cards, ads, or whatever and project them on to a screen and ask the questions.  

Desk numbering system.  The first time you give a practical you may walk the pathway so they get an idea of what is going on.
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