Super Science Day

Putting Students to Work

Students are responsible for developing expertise in a local animal, plant, rock type, ecosystem, whatever. They are encouraged to have pictures and hands on stuff. They can do demonstrations or simple experiments, lots of variety on the big day. Each student or pair of students (no more than 2 to a group) must prepare a presentation for Science Day. 

The day can be set up outside on cafeteria tables, in a cafetorium, or gym if the floors are kid resistant. (kids were responsible for asking the principal for permission to use the tables and rooms) Note: If you do outside you have to have an alternate plan in case of rain. The kids from lower grades are invited to attend. If they are on a different campus contact a teacher from the other campus to arrange for a bus.  

Science day requires students to use writing, art, research, reading, speaking, and math skills. 
The younger students love science Saturdays and so do parents, who often know less than the kids. The kids get to show off in a good way and learn about oral presentations. A practice session in front of your glass is a good idea before science Saturday. This way you can give them some polish and can assess how well they have done. 

For success advertise, advertise, advertise (kids can make posters, they can write a blurb for the local radio stations. Radio stations do public service announcements. If you ask they might even let a student read the announcement. (be sure to ask what time the announcement will be aired so your kids can hear it) School announcements leading up to the big event are good. Your kids can write these, (you get to pick the best and have those students read the announcements they write). Posters are good, more communication skills for your students they should learn to include, who, what, where, when and why in each poster. Be sure to invite local reporters to the event. You never know, you may make the front page. If you are in a large city there is usually an education section that loves this kind of stuff. Take pictures of every kid. Make a slide show for back to school night even if it is next year. Makes a great promo for you.  Be sure to show the slide show to your kids a few days after the event.  You will see the pride.  

Ask your students what they could do to make the Science Day better.  What did they like the best?  What did they like the least?  This information will help you improve Science Day.

You can invite college and high school teachers to get involved if you want to make this a big event. You will have to find the teachers who are willing to support and push this type of activity. Not all are willing or see the advantage of this for their students or their program.



