
UNIT PLAN 
 

Teacher: Ms Ferguson Grade: 6/7 

Subject: Social Studies Unit: Ancient Asia 

Duration: 4 weeks Number of Lessons: 13 

 

Prescribed Learning Outcome(s)—taken directly from the BC Ministry of Education IRP(s) 

It is expected that students will be able to: 

 B2: analyze social roles within one or more ancient civilizations 

 D1: describe various ways ancient peoples exchanged goods and services 

 D2: assess ways technological innovations enabled ancient peoples to 

o adapt and modify their environments 

o satisfy their needs 

o increase exploration and trade 

o develop their cultures 

 E1: assess how physical environments affected ancient civilizations 

 

Specific Learning Outcomes(s)—refine/focus the PLO(s) into something that is specific, manageable & measurable. What will the students know 

and be able to do by the end of the unit? What is the big picture? 

SWBAT (Students will be able to): 

 understand how China’s physical environment made it possible for a self-sufficient society to develop 

 debate the advantages and disadvantages of isolated civilizations 

 compare social roles between ancient Chinese and other ancient societies, and evaluate these roles for preference 

 see how modern life has been affected by ancient Chinese inventions and innovations 

 understand the Silk Route as a means of trade for items and ideas 



LESSON PLANS 
 

Lesson 
# 

Specific Learning 
Outcomes 

Activities/Teaching Strategies 
Assessment/ 
Evaluation 

Materials 

1 

SWBAT… 

 demonstrate prior 
knowledge and 
misunderstandings 
about Ancient China 

 Graffiti: What do you know about ancient China? 

(Geography/Environment, Social Structure, 
Technology, Government, Economy) 

 4 rotations; 5th rotation - last group writes 3 main 
summarizing sentences to share with the class 

 Assess prior 
knowledge and 
misunderstandings, 
stereotypes 

-5 large papers 
-markers 

2 

SWBAT… 
 assess how physical 

environments affected 
ancient civilizations 
(E1) 

 explain why ancient 
China considered itself 
to be the ―Middle 
Kingdom‖ 

 Show map of ancient China—notice how the map 
changes for different dynasties 

 Page 132 TB: look at map during the Han 
Dynasty 

 Brainstorm: Why did ancient China call itself 
“Middle Kingdom”? 

 Project physical map of China onto the back wall 
and add pictures of physical features; explain 
―steppe‖(flat grasslands) and ―plateau‖(high, flat 
plains) 

 Picture Note Making (see page 53-55 of 25 Quick 
FA) What geographic features protected ancient 
China from invasion? What other benefits would 
isolation from other civilizations provide? 
Dangers? – to prepare for debate (Structured 
Academic Controversy) tomorrow  

  -animated map 
-projector 

3 

SWBAT… 
 debate and discuss the 

merits of isolated 
civilizations 

 practice debate: ex. homework, curfew 
 SAC: ―Ancient China’s isolation from other 

civilizations was better than having an open 
border.‖ 

 closure: SOS Summary (see page 19-21 of 25 
Quick FA) with same question 

 SOS Summary for 
assessment 

 Observation 
assessment during 
SAC 

 

4 

SWBAT… 
 assess what physical 

features allowed the 
development of 
civilization to occur 
(E1) 

 What physical features made it possible for 
civilization? How was ancient China able to be 
self-sufficient? 

 Read page 133 of TB (individually, paired) 
 4 More! (see page 85-87 of 25 Quick FA)  

  -textbook pgs. 



Lesson 
# 

Specific Learning 
Outcomes 

Activities/Teaching Strategies 
Assessment/ 
Evaluation 

Materials 

5 

SWBAT… 
 analyze social roles 

within one or more 
ancient civilizations 
(B2) 

 Review social roles in ancient India and ancient 
Greece in any desired method (ex. T chart, web, 
point-form notes, etc.) 

 Page 135 TB: read about social roles in Ancient 
China – add to notes in any desired method 

 Create SmartCards (see page 76-78 of 25 Quick 
FA) to summarize life as a peasant in the 3 

societies 

  -SmartCards (created 
for each student) 

6 

SWBAT… 
 compare social roles 

between different 
ancient civilizations 
(B2) 

 Share SmartCards with groups; add to notes if 
necessary 

 If you were a peasant in ancient times, which 
civilization would you prefer to live in? Why? 

 brief paragraph 

 paragraph for 
assessment (LA 
grade for written 
component; SS 
grade for historical 
accuracy, evidence) 

- 

7 

SWBAT… 
 assess ways 

technological 
innovations enabled 
ancient peoples to: 
adapt to and modify 
their environments, 
satisfy their needs, 
increase exploration 
and trade, develop their 
cultures (D2) 

 Word Sort: sort items (not known to students that 
they are Chinese inventions) into groups 

 3 groups share their sorting groups 
 Reveal the fact they are ancient Chinese 

inventions (or at least the first recorded) 
 Divide the inventions between table groups; 

groups read about the inventions and pull most 
important fact(s) about each invention on 
overhead transparency; prepare presentation 
** send info home re: making paper – have option 
of making paper after school if not possible at 
home (will be used later in class) ** 

  -paper strips of 
inventions (one set 
per group) 
-large paper to write 
web/graphic organizer 
of word sort (each 
group) 
-overhead 
transparency for each 
group; marker 
-handout of 
instructions for 
making paper (per 
student) 

8 

SWBAT… 
 evaluate technological 

inventions 

 Group presentations; make notes on individual 
handout during presentations 

 Closure: My Top 10 Ancient Chinese Inventions 
List (see page 38-40 of 25 Quick FA)  

 HMK: research Silk Route 

 Top 10 Lists for 
assessment – check 
for evaluation, 
reasoning 
(justification for 
choices) 

-Top 10 lists 

9 

SWBAT… 
 describe various ways 

ancient peoples 
exchanged goods and 
services (D1) 

 Research Silk Route  
 Make an outline for a travel journal of the Silk 

Route 

  -computer lab 



Lesson 
# 

Specific Learning 
Outcomes 

Activities/Teaching Strategies 
Assessment/ 
Evaluation 

Materials 

10 

SWBAT… 
 describe various ways 

ancient peoples 
exchanged goods and 
services (D1) 

 Continue writing travel journals 
 Edit with a partner: positives so far, suggest ideas 

for improvement 

 travel journal for 
assessment (LA 
grade for written 
component; SS 
grade for historical 
accuracy, details) 

- 

11 

SWBAT… 
 describe various ways 

ancient peoples 
exchanged goods and 
services (D1)  

 In groups, create tableaux about 
important/interesting facts about the Silk Route  

 Write 3 Haiku poems (17 syllables, 3 lines) to 
summarize interesting things learned about 
ancient China; choose best for summative 
assessment 

 best Haiku poem for 
summative 
assessment 

- 

12 

SWBAT… 
 demonstrate 

knowledge and 
understanding of 
ancient Chinese 
civilizations 

 Unit Test  assessment of 
learning 

-tests 

13 

  Take up Unit Test 
 Write best poem onto self-made paper (**see day 

7 – made at home) 
 Have fun with ancient Chinese inventions: play 

card games, jump rope…maybe eat ice cream? 

  -paper 
-haikus 
-marked tests 
-jump ropes, playing 
cards 

 
Resources: 25 Quick Formative Assessments for a Differentiated Classroom, Judith Dodge 


