[bookmark: _GoBack]Lesson #4: interview a friend
	Time Allocation/Pacing Guide: 2-4 classes (120-240 minutes)

	Outcomes from the Alberta Program of Studies
General Outcome: 
Students will describe characteristics of trees and the interaction of trees with other living things in the local environment.
Specific Outcomes:
1. Identify reasons why trees and forests are valued. Students meeting this expectation should be aware that forests serve as habitat for a variety of living things and are important to human needs for recreation, for raw materials and for a life-supporting environment.


	Big Ideas: 
Students will be conducting mock interviews to show perspective and understanding that trees are an important factor within our global environment.

	Background Information:
Students revealed their care for trees by conducting an interview with their buddy tree in order to demonstrate their understanding of environmental issues and human use of forests by developing an awareness of the need for responsible use – an excellent connection to “Earth Day” (http://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2011). Also, this lesson was connected to our school district’s initiative, “Care for Creation Day,” that encourages all staff and schools to nurture the environment around us. 

“Children need nature…for healthy development of their senses, and therefore for learning and creativity” (Richard Louv).


	Materials:
-Flip Camera
-Scripts
-Microphone
-Costume pieces

	Procedure: 
1. Students work with a partner to write a mock interview for one of their tree friends. Eventually, one student will become the interviewer and the other student will become the voice of the tree. 

2. When students have rehearsed and completed their scripts, students go outside to conduct their mock interview with their “tree friend” using the Flip Camera.

	Student Reflection and Assessment:
Scripts were handed in to assess clarity and knowledge of issues affecting trees in our world today.
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