


Lesson #2: getting to know your buddy
	Time Allocation/Pacing Guide: 4-5 classes (approximately 240-300 minutes)

	Outcomes from the Alberta Program of Studies
General Outcome: 
Students will describe characteristics of trees and the interaction of trees with other living things in the local environment.
Specific Outcomes:
2. Describe kinds of plants and animals found living on, under and among trees; and identify how trees affect and are affected by those living things.
8. Identify human uses of forests, and compare modern and historical patterns of use.
9. Identify human actions that enhance or threaten the existence of forests.
10. Identify an issue regarding forest use, identify different perspectives on that issue, and identify actions that might be taken.

	Big Ideas: 
Students learn about trees as individual plants and as part of a forest ecosystem. By examining local species, they learn to recognize the characteristics of different trees and develop skill in describing and interpreting the structural features of trees. As part of their studies, students learn about a broad range of living things found on, under and around trees and study the complex interaction between trees and the larger environment. In order to capture their observations, thoughts, and measuring techniques Flip Cameras are used by the students in small groups. These video clips are studied and discussed throughout the unit.

	Background Information:
-This project should begin just before the buds are about to open in the spring time. Students observe the buds just before opening, and again every 2-3 days so that the students are able to capture observations, mesurements, and video as the buds bloom and grow. 
-Students were given a 5 minute training session on how to use the Flip Camera.

	Materials: 
-Magnifying sheets
-FLIP cameras (at least one per group of 4 students)
-Provide bins that contains a variety of measurement tools, both standard and non-standard units (ex. Measuring tape, string, rulers of various sizes, blocks) 
-Graph paper
-Observation charts (student-facing content)
-Pencils, pens, felts

	Procedure: 
1. Inform students that they will be recording their tree findings on the Tree Measurement and Observation Chart (see attachment).

2. Opening Lesson Questions/Discussions:
a) “How can we ensure that we have steady and clear video footage?”
b) “What observations do you think you will see today?”
c) “Do you think you will see any changes today in the trees appearance or to its surroundings? If so, what do you predict they will be?”

3. In groups of 3-4, students go outside to explore, observe, and measure their two tree friends using the Flip Camera and measuring tools. 

4. Closing Lesson Questions/Discussions:
a) “Can you make any inferences based on your observations, measurements, or videos?”
b) “Why do you think we saw so much or so little growth over the past few days?”
c) “What was your favorite piece of footage from today?”

	Student Reflection and Assessment:

1. Journal entry topic given throughout these lessons: 
a) What would happen if we were to cut down half of the world’s tree population? Express your thoughts and opinions.
b) What if our city was to cut down our tree friends, Charlotte and Dorian? Express your thoughts and opinions.
c) How do you feel about clear cutting? Why does clear cutting happen in our world? 

2. Tree Measurement and Observation Chart:
Throughout each lesson and during the closing of each lesson, students recorded and shared their observations and measurements in small groups and as a whole class while looking for commonalities and differences in measurement strategies. 
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