


Lesson #1: Introduction: meeting your buddy tree
	Time Allocation/Pacing Guide: 1 class (approximately 60 minutes)

	Outcomes from the Alberta Program of Studies
General Outcome: 
Students will describe characteristics of trees and the interaction of trees with other living things in the local environment.
Specific Outcomes:
1. Identify reasons why trees and forests are valued. Students meeting this expectation should be aware that forests serve as habitat for a variety of living things and are important to human needs for recreation, for raw materials and for a life-supporting environment.

4. Identify general characteristics that distinguish trees from other plants, and characteristics that distinguish deciduous from coniferous trees.

	Big Ideas: 
Through naming and exlopring trees thoroughly students will recognize and understand the tree life in their local environment. By examining local species, students will learn to identify the characteristics of different trees and develop skill in describing and interpreting the structural features of trees.

	Procedure: 
1. Take students outdoors to an area where a variety of trees are present.

2. Opening Question: “Why are trees important to our lives and the environment?”

3. After discussing the importance of trees students were questioned about their prior knowledge on the different types of trees. 
Questioned asked:
a) “What two types of trees are found on our playground?”
b) “How can you tell the difference between the two types of trees?”

4. Using a Venn Diagram (see Student Facing Content – “Venn Diagram: Coniferous & Deciduous”) have students record what they think are the similarities and differences between coniferous and deciduous trees. 
Note: SMART Notebook slides have been created for the teacher to guide student responses if needed (see teacher facing content – “Coniferous vs Deciduous Trees”).

5. As a class, choose two trees, one coniferous and one deciduous, for the class to name and become a “buddy” with for the remainder of the unit. For example, students named the two trees Dorian and Charlotte. Throughout this unit these two trees will be explored on a consistent basis to measure, observe, and record information about our “new buddy.” 


	Student Reflection and Assessment:
Using a t-chart, students wrote observations about the differences and similarities between a coniferous and deciduous tree. 
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