Name: __________________________

Julius Caesar Act III Study Guide – Answer Key
Vocabulary

1.  valiant (adj) – brave, honorable
2.  firmament (n) – the sky
3.  malice (n) – hatred, ill will
4.  apprehensive (adj) – nervous that something bad will happen
5.  censure (v) – to scold publicly
6.  interred (adj) – buried 
7.  legacy (n) – inheritance, what you leave behind in your will
8.  orator (n) – a public speaker
9.  plebeians (n) – peasants, low-class workers
10.  beseech (v) – to beg or plead
1.  In scene 1, there is still a chance that the conspiracy might be foiled.  Explain why Artemidorus fails to get Caesar to read his warning.

Caesar says that he doesn’t have time to attend to personal matters.  He will read the letter later.
2.  What petition serves as an excuse for the conspirators to gather around Caesar immediately before the assassination?

They want to present a petition to get Metellus Cimber’s brother (Publius Cimber) allowed back into Rome (he has been banished).
3.  In scene 1, why does Cassius argue against allowing Antony to speak at Caesar’s funeral?

He believes that Antony will speak against the conspiracy.
4.  In order to make a compromise, what rules does Brutus give Antony about what he can and cannot do in his speech at Caesar’s funeral?

Antony will speak after Brutus.  Antony will not be allowed to say anything negative about the conspiracy.  Antony is only allowed to say nice things about Caesar.
5.  How does Antony’s speech at the end of scene 1 (lines 254-275) reveal his true feelings about the assassins?

He acts nice to their faces, but he’s really plotting against them.  He will use his funeral speech to avenge Caesar’s death.
6.  For a moment after the assassination, the action seeps to stop since the protagonists (the conspirators) have achieved their goal.  However, a new protagonist appears who will drive the action for the rest of the play.  Who is he, and what is his goal?

Antony.  His goal is to avenge Caesar’s death.
7.  In scene 2, how does the crowd react to Brutus’ speech at the funeral?

They agreed with his reasoning and are on the side of the conspiracy.
8.  Antony’s funeral oration in Scene 2 is one of the most famous pieces of rhetoric in literature.  How is Antony able to follow the rules that Brutus gave him while still ruining the conspirators’ reputations?  

He uses verbal irony (sarcasm) when he praises Brutus and the conspiracy.  He offers evidence that Caesar was not dangerous to the people of Rome, thereby invalidating the conspiracy’s arguments.
9.  What are four rhetorical devices that Antony repeatedly uses in his speech?

Repetition
Parallelism

Rhetorical Questions

*Verbal Irony* - especially important
Antithesis
Synecdoche
10.  What does Antony disclose to the crowd concerning Caesar’s will?  How does the crowd react?
Caesar has left is money and property to the people of Rome.  They want to kill the conspirators for murdering Caesar.
11.  How has the crowd’s attitude changed from the beginning of scene 2 to the end?

They were firmly on the side of Caesar’s killers at the beginning, but now they want to join Antony in avenging Caesar’s death.
12.  How were the mob’s madness and the murder of Cinna foreshadowed earlier in the play?

The conspirators commented that the people of Rome were easily led and didn’t think for themselves.  Obviously they agree with whomever has a strong argument.
13.  How do you feel about Brutus in this act?  Is he still an admirable character or not?  Is he a victim or a villain?  Explain.

How do you feel about Antony in this act?  Has he surprised you in any way?  Be specific.
