Literature Circles: Book Clubs
	Title of Unit
	Literature Circles
	Grade Level
	7

	Subject
	Language Arts
	Time Frame
	3-4 weeks

	Developed By
	Jenya Draganov

	

	Identify Desired Results 



	Prescribed Learning Outcomes

What relevant goals will this unit address?



	A1) Use speaking and listening to interact with others:
· share ideas relevant to class activities and discussions (e.g., teacher or student-selected pairs or small groups, whole class brainstorming, literature circles, book clubs)

· listen to classmates and others without interrupting, speak respectfully to others, and use language and tone appropriately when disagreeing

· offer ideas and experiences that build on the ideas of others

· speak and listen to respond to others’ needs, feelings, and reactions, taking into account verbal and nonverbal cues (e.g., tone, inflection, body language, facial expression)

· synthesize viewpoints of others, identify similarities and differences between viewpoints, and discuss ways differences can be resolved or minimized
A3) Listen critically to understand and analyze ideas and information:

· summarize and synthesize facts and significant details, and differentiate between main ideas and supporting details

· ask probing questions to clarify or extend knowledge of a topic

· identify an author or speaker’s viewpoint and purpose, and support with evidence

· use information and techniques from listening experiences in their own writing, representing, and speaking

· demonstrate attentive listening in nonverbal ways (e.g., take notes, sketch or diagram key ideas, nod to show agreement, use facial expressions)

· attend to speaker without distracting or interrupting (e.g., raise hand to ask questions or make comments, wait turn to speak, record questions to ask at an appropriate time)
A6) Select and use various strategies when listening to make and clarify meaning:
· make logical predictions about content based on recalling prior knowledge

· identify key words and phrases to focus listening

A8) Use speaking and listening to respond, explain, and provide supporting evidence for their connections to texts:
· orally express a personal viewpoint with supporting details and recognize that it may differ from that of others; defend personal viewpoint while maintaining respect for the viewpoints of others

· make meaningful connections between new information and ideas and prior knowledge and beliefs about the topic

· connect themes, characters, and plot in literature with own experiences or other literature

B1) Read fluently and demonstrate comprehension and interpretation of a range of grade-appropriate literary texts:

· read grade-appropriate literary texts independently and collectively (e.g., choral reading, readers’ theatre), with accuracy, comprehension, and fluency, including expression and phrasing

B8)
Respond to selections they read or view:

· make logical connections between the text and own ideas, beliefs, experiences, and feelings

· create a written response to text, making personal connections, connections to other texts, and connections to related events

C4) Create meaningful visual representations for a variety of purposes and audiences that communicate personal response, information, and ideas relevant to the topic:
- create a variety of multimedia forms (e.g., posters, graphs, diagrams, charts, film, web pages, plays, skits, tableaux, dramatizations)


	Understandings

What understandings about the big ideas implied in the PLOs are desired?
	Essential Questions

What provocative questions will foster inquiry into the content?

	Students will understand that...

-Reading can be an enjoyable activity and that this enjoyment can be shared with others
-We can often make connections to ourselves in the books we read
-Reflection and connection can help make reading more meaningful and increase our understanding of the material read
	-How is your own life similar/different to that of the main character?
-What are some of the ways that sharing our ideas, and listening to the ideas of others, about the reading can increase our own understanding of the book?

-How does the point-of-view in the novel help shape the story?
-How does the author’s description of the characters add to its quality?


	Knowledge:

What knowledge will student acquire as a result of this unit?


	Skills

What skills will students acquire as a result of this unit?

	Students will know...

-which tactics they can use for their sticky notes and be able to apply them appropriately 

-the procedure for making entries in their double entry journals

	Students will be able to…

-be respectful and courteous while others are reading and presenting

-use active listening strategies while their classmates are reading in order to synthesize information
-be able to use the “sticky notes” in a variety of reading strategies (ie: to make connections, use imagery, make predictions, etc)
-make entries in journals based on several choices that are in alignment with assessment standards
-create a visual representation of their books (CD covers)
-use artifacts in order to make predictions about the novel
-improve speaking publicly through reading in their lit circles groups


	Learning Plan 



	Sequencing the Learning

How will you organize the unit to maximized engaging and effective learning?



	#
	Lesson Title
	Lesson Activities
	Objectives
	Resources
	Assessment

	1
	Lit Circles: Book Club Introduction
	- set up stations for 6 different books. Each station will have items that are representative of the book (artifacts/images)

- students will have chance to look at all stations

- free write in journals to make predictions about the books
	- “hook” for upcoming lit circles unit
- get students excited about the book club

- making predictions about content before listening


	- 6 novels 
- artifacts/images for each novel
	- hand in journal writing for comments

	2
	Book Talks

	- read excerpts/show book trailer for all books. Students record their feelings about book (scale of 1-5 and description) in their journals while I read.

- students randomly called up to select their choice of books

-give students 2 mins to flip through book
- in journals, write things that stand out about the book
	- get students about potential books they may read
- students write first impressions of book – will help make connections in the future
	- 6 novels (x5 each) 
	- hand in journal for comments

	3
	Fish Bowl Activity

	- lit circle intro (fishbowl activity) – one group of students sits in middle, others observe

-go over lit circle rules (hand these out for students to paste into journals):

      1)    don’t spill the beans

2) only 1 person speaks at a time

3) be respectful of all members: no  

      putdowns, etc.
4) person w/ longest hair starts by saying what pg they got to. Person who read the least starts discussion w/ something about the book

5) in order to discuss, you have to: have read assigned # of pages and done sticky notes assgnmt

- time for student questions
	- model lit circle procedure to develop understanding
- high control activity will transition to low control
	- novels
- printout of “Lit Circle Rules”
	Informal

	4
	Sticky Notes Activity

	-  introduce “sticky note” reading tool (based on reading strategies (ie: connecting, inferring, imagery, etc)
- give students 30 mins free reading time with chance to practice this
	-Using a comprehension strategy during reading to construct and confirm meaning
	- sticky notes
- student novels
	- informal: walk around and observe students making sticky note observations

	5
	Lit Circle Practice with 2 Groups (Day 1)

	- Spend 15 mins – 20mins with 2 groups going over lit circle procedure. While working with 1 group, rest of class does silent reading.

- 2nd part of class: go over rubric for double entry journals. Hand out rubric for students to paste in journals
	- guided circle activity ensures that control is slowly released for students to conduct lit circles independently
- Modeling reinforces knowledge.
	- sticky notes
- double entry journal rubric

- novels
	-Informal: observe lit circle understanding of 2 groups 

	6
	Lit Circle Practice with 2 Groups (Day 2)

	- Spend 15 mins – 20mins with 2 groups going over lit circle procedure. While working with 1 group, rest of class does silent reading.

- Check for understanding of double entry journal rubric and assign 1st journal assignment 
	- guided circle activity ensures that control is slowly released for students to conduct lit circles independently

- Modeling reinforces knowledge.


	novel
	informal

	7
	Book Club Continued

	- students hand in double entry journals
- 30 min free reading time

- Students get into lit circles (without teacher modeling) and discuss sticky notes they made
	- lit circles become low control condition
- reading comprehension

- students practice in active listening while group members speak, and critical thinking when discussing their notes

- use speaking and listening to respond, explain, and provide supporting evidence for their connections to texts
	novel
	- comments on journal entries

	8
	Book Club Continued

	- Students get into lit circles and discuss sticky notes they made
- double entry journal assignment in class

	-Using a comprehension strategy during reading to construct and confirm meaning
- reading comprehension
	novel
	- hand in journals for comments

	9
	Reading out Loud

	- partner reading (30 mins) with “quadrants of thought” activity

- one partner reads, 2nd partner fills in boxes with images, language, physical senses, and emotions 
- switch and repeat until all members have read
	-reading fluency
- students participate in active listening by representing material being read in a variety of ways
	- novel
- paper to record observations

- pencil crayons etc
	- Students hand in “quadrants of thought” for assessment 

	10
	Lit Circles Continued

	- free reading (30 mins)
- lit circle discussions about sticky notes

- double entry journal assignment

	-reading comprehension

- making connections in journal entries
	novel
	- informal

	11
	Final Project Introduced

	- introduce final book project (CD Covers
- student-created rubrics for CD covers
Directions:  Design the front and the back cover for a CD to capture the theme or spirit of your book. Be sure the name of the book, plus the title of the hit single, appears on the front cover along with an appealing sketch or design. On the back, list the other songs from the CD, making sure they relate to the book and to the characters' experiences. [Adaptation: Write lyrics to the hit single.]

- time for questions
	- Introduction of final project will get students thinking of final assignment and making connections to book
	- samples of CD covers, as well as examples of “Book CD Covers”
 
	-hand in double entry journals for comments

	12
	Round-robin Reading

	- Round-robin reading in lit circle groups (each person must read something)
-Review final project (CD Covers), any questions
	-reading fluency

-engage students in thinking about final project
- final project review ensures that students have solid understanding of requirements
	novel
	informal

	13
	Studio Time


	- class designs rubrics for final project. Give definition of “3” from Performance Standards, and have students create “2” and “4” (~15mins)

- studio time to work on CD covers
	- Create visual representation of the novel in the form of a CD cover
- make connections to book in order to create drawings and song titles

- extension: write lyrics for 1 song

	- novel

- supplies to make CDs
	-Informal

	14
	Studio Time


	-studio time to work on CD covers
	- Create visual representation of the novel in the form of a CD cover

- make connections to book in order to create drawings and song titles

- extension: write lyrics for 1 song

	- novel
- supplies to make CDs
	-Informal 

	15
	Wrap Up: Presentation of CD Covers

	-Each student has time to “market” their CD
	-presentation and oral speaking skills

- connection evidence to the chosen book
	- completed CD cover project (and optional lyrics)
	- CD Cover for marks based on student-made rubrics
-students choose 3 responses to submit for formal marking


Faye Brownlie – grand conversations, thoughtful responses to lit circles

Midpoint- write letter of advice to main character based on the dilemma they’re in

Field trip – present book (skit, etc ) to younger grade

Award winner theme – criteria for award winners – final project: movie trailer or graphic novel

Huffington Post (books section) has lots of book trailers!
Identity bracelets – poetry unit 

