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Title Flashcard Pass-Around 
Topic Introduction to Integers (including absolute values) 
Introduction In order to give my students an opportunity to practice double 

negatives and absolute values, I decided to have them do several 
practice problems with them, but with a twist. I gave everyone a 
flashcard with a problem on it and told them they needed to trade their 
card with somebody else until they have seen all 12 problems (I ended 
up making about 36 flashcards in all repeating the problems 3 times 
total.) In this way, everyone practiced 12 distinct problems and had to 
work with other students to get the cards they need, so it promotes 
student interaction. When the activity is finished, they come together as 
a class to discuss the answers they got to each of the problems. 

Materials Index cards 
Time Required 15 minutes 
Set Up Create 12 separate problems playing with double negatives and 

absolute values then write them on flash cards and numbered the flash 
cards from 1 to 12 (you can go higher or lower but too few isn’t enough 
practice and too many takes up too much time.) You will want to keep 
creating flash cards so that everyone in the class gets a card to start.  

Directions After lecturing on double negatives and absolute values: 
• Have everyone write the numbers 1 to 12 on their paper (you 

can collect the activity if you want, but I prefer them to actually 
write it in their lecture notes so that they have lots of examples 
to refer to at home.)  

• Pass out the flash cards to them.  
• Explain that everyone has one problem on the list of 12 

problems they need to do.  
• Tell them to write each problem out on their paper and then 

write the answer.  
• Then explain that they will need to trade their card to another 

class mate in order to get one of the other 12 problems. 
Encourage them to work together on the problems. 

• Ask them for each problem and answers and write them on the 
board. Don’t be afraid to write down the wrong answer and let 
the class correct it.  

Follow Up/Discussion 
Questions 

Most discussion and follow up will occur while you are writing the 
problems and answers on the board. Encourage everyone to change 
their answer if they got it wrong. 
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Notes/Observations Try to be a bystander who is simply recording the correct information 
on the board. You want them to take an active approach in their own 
learning. Not only that, by having students explain the problems to 
each other you are solidifying the information in their heads and maybe 
a student can explain it in a way that will be more helpful to another 
student. Only step in if they are explaining it wrong. Also, when I do this 
activity, I actually do it in the middle of my lecture, not at the end of 
class. I then continue to lecture on the rest of the section after we are 
done. I like doing it this way, because it breaks the monotony of the 
lecture as well as making it more interesting. 

 
 


