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Making and Using Tables 

Browse through your textbook and you will notice tables in the text and in the activities. In 

a table, data or information is arranged in a way that makes it easier for you to understand. 

Activity tables help organize the data you collect during an activity so that results can be 

interpreted more easily. 

Parts of a Table 

Most tables have a title. At a glance, the title tells you what the table is about. A table is 

divided into columns and rows. The first column lists items to be compared. In the table 

shown to the right, different magnitudes of force are being compared. The row across the 

top lists the specific characteristics being compared. Within the grid of the table, the 

collected data is recorded. Look at the features of the table in the next column. 

What is the title of this table? The title is "Earthquake Magnitude." What is being compared? 

The distance away from the epicenter that tremors are felt and the average number of 

earthquakes expected per year are being compared for different magnitudes on the Richter 

scale. 

Using Tables 

What is the average number of earthquakes expected per year with a magnitude of 5.5 at 

the focus? Locate the column labeled "Average number expected per year" and the row "5.0 

to 5.9." The data in the box where the column and row intersect are the answer. Did you 

answer "800"? What is the distance away from the epicenter for an earthquake with a 

magnitude of 8.1? If you answered "720 km," you understand how to use the parts of a 
table. 

Earthquake Magnitude 

 

Making Tables 

To make a table, list the items to be compared down in columns and the characteristics to 

be compared across in rows. Make a table and record the data comparing the mass of 

recycled materials collected by a class. On Monday, students turned in 4 kg of paper, 2 kg 

of aluminum, and 0.5 kg of plastic. On Wednesday, they turned in 3.5 kg of paper, 1.5 kg of 

aluminum, and 0.5 kg of plastic. On Friday, the totals were 3 kg of paper, 1 kg of 

aluminum, and 1.5 kg of plastic. If your table looks like the one shown below, you are able 
to make tables to organize data. 
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