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A biography is the story of someone’s life. Read this short biogra-
phy of Babe Didrikson. Then complete the page.

A biography is a true account of a person’s life told by someone
else. The events are often told in the order that they occurred. A
biography may have some fictional sections.

Babe Didrikson was born in Port Arthur, In the late 1930s, Babe began her amaz-
Texas, on June 26, 1914. She began her ing career in golf. In 1947, she became the
outstanding sports career in 1930, playing first American to win the British Women’s
Amateur Athletic Union (A.A.U.) basketball. Amateur Championship.

In 1932, Babe earned national recogni- Babe was a track-and-field star, a cham-
tion in the national women’s A.A.U. track- pion golfer, and a superb basketball and
and-field championships. Two weeks later, in baseball player. In 1950, she was named by
the Olympic Games at Los Angeles, she set the Associated Press the greatest woman ath-
world records in the 80-meter hurdles and lete of the first half of the twentieth century.
the javelin toss. Babe died of cancer in 1956.

1. Underline each sentence that identifies this as a biography.
It presents strange or mysterious facts about Babe Didrikson.
It is a true account of Didrikson’s life.
It tells about specific events in Didrikson’s life.
It contains some made-up conversations, thoughts, or feelings.

2. Fill in the missing information on the biographical time chart.

1914
1930

Babe won the A.A.U. track-and-field championships.
1932 Babe set world records at the Olympics.
1947

" The Associated Press named Babe the greatest woman

athlete of the first half of the twentieth century.

1956

Find factual information about your favorite sports figure or
movie star. Write a short biographical paragraph.

“Maria Pepe,” pages 148-155
. Literature: biography
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i) This Indian folktale was handed down through the Diegueno
Indians of California. As you read it, think about the
characteristics of a folktale. Then answer the questions.

A folktale is a story with a simple plot passed on from one
generation to the next by word of mouth. It usually includes a
lesson or moral and talking beasts.

Long ago the world was made of nothing but water. Under this
lived two brothers: Chaipa-Komat and Kokomat. Because of the
stinging salt in the water, they had never opened their eyes. But one
day Chaipa-Komat swam to the surface and opened his eyes. He still
saw nothing but water. So he made some little red ants. He made
more and more red ants, and soon the whole ocean was nothing but
ants. That is how land was made. If you do not believe it, dig a hole
in the earth, and you will see a lot of ants!

Chaipa-Komat made birds too, and he tossed the moon and the
sun into the sky. Other stories say that Chaipa-Komat spat on his
finger and rubbed the sky with it. This made a large bright spot, the sun.

1. Are the people in the story realistic? Why or why not?

2. Two books contain the same folktale. The plot of the story is the same in
both books, but many details are different. What is a possible reason for the

differences?

3. Summarize the story. Include the main ideas of the plot from the beginning,

middle, and end.

What does this folktale explain? Write a sentence that gives
your opinion.

“The Beginning of the World and the Making of California,” pages 66-77
28 Literature: folktale
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Read this story about a boy’s move to the New World. Then use
the information in the box and the story to answer the questions
about this piece of historical fiction.

Historical fiction is based on real historical events. Sometimes it
uses real people, but parts of the story are made up. Its purpose
is to help readers understand past events and people

By the early 1600s England began to change. In three years,
Matthew’s village had lost half its population to the New World.

By the time Matthew was twenty-one years old, life in England
was changing drastically. There was little work available, and even if
a family did work, it was unlikely that they would ever own land,
for only the wealthy could own land in England. Also, the Queen of
England had now formed the Church of England and ordered all
English citizens to belong to the church. Stories of the New World
claimed that there, people were free to practice any religion they
chose, and opportunity was available to all.

Matthew decided to go. He eventually settled in Virginia, and in
1648, he started his own business.

1. Identify one purpose of historical fiction.

2. Which details show that this is a piece of historical fiction? Underline the
phrases and sentences in the selection.

3. Identify the real events in the story and then identify the fictional people and

events. Explain your choices.

4. In historical fiction, an author shows how the environment affects the people.
List the details from the selection that show how the environment in England

in the early 1600s affected the people.

Suppose that Matthew had stayed in England. Write a short
historical fiction story of what might have happened to him.

“Journey of the Shadow Bairns,” pages 206-219
Literature: historical fiction
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To help organize your research, fill in the boxes below. Use what
you learn to enhance the historical nature of your story.

Who were the key people during this time?

What were homes and schools like?

£

What were the major industries?

How did people dress? Draw a picture.
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What is the mystery that the main character is trying to solve?
Write about it in the center box. Write the clues that lead to
the final solution in the circles around the box. Then
write the solution in the bottom box. -

. Clue 2

Clue 1 Clue 3

The Mystery

Clue 4

Solution

88
(OIS DN [ OSSNE {1 N OO (O (NSO O O O {1 1

O/ {1 P (O {( (OO {1 N {{{ {( NS/ [N { {/ ([ O {{{{ { IO/ { /O {/{ {{ R /(R //{ /(R /// { A {/{{ |

© 1996 Good Apple




-25-
[image: image6.png]R /R ({1 G VO /NN 1 1 { NN /OO A /1 GNN  ONG /J ASHR /1 1 S 1 VG1 11 11 { O 11

Name Date

Write the solution to your mystery in the top box. Then think
about the clues that will lead the detective to solve the
mystery. What is the final, deciding clue? What clue comes
before it? What is the first clue the detective stumbles upon?
Write your ideas in the boxes below.

Mystery Solution

What's the
mystery?
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The three stories you read are all realistic fiction. Complete this
page to see the similarities of realistic fiction.

Realistic fiction is based on characters from an author’s
imagination but is written in a realistic way.

1. List details that show the characters are realistic.

2. Describe the setting of each story and explain why it is realistic.
1 . P
8 Look at the stories again and read the conversations. Discuss
a with classmates how the events are similar to ones that you
~ may have had with relatives or elderly friends.
a
]

“The Old Man,” “Memories,” and “The Other Self,” pages 468-483
Literature: realistic fiction
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Book Title

Author:

Who is the main character?

How do you feel about this person?

Who are the other characters?

Who's telling the story? (point of view)

Where does the story take place?

en does the story take place?

What is the main problem/conflict in the story?

How do the characters resolve the problem/conflict?

What are your impressions of the story?

How do you feel about the main character once you finish reading?

Po you think something like this could really happen? Why or why not?
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Think about two of the main characters. How are they alike?
How are they different? Write about them in the
diagram below.

Character Name

Character Name

How are they alike?

How are they different? How are they different?

138

By N0 I-IIIHI-IIIIII-IIlll-llllll-illll-llllfr,

(R O N 11 O 1 (O (O [ NS O O O

RN/ /O /AN /(O /R ( NN (O A NN O /Y1 S S/ A /{1 R 1111

© 1996 Good Apple





-29-
[image: image10.png]Ilm-mu-mu-nm-nuSTO[-W ‘M[-]P 1 1 I 1

Name Date

To help organize your ideas, fill in the story map below. This
map will help you to build the excitement of your story as
your character moves toward a solution to his -
or her conflict or problem.

Climax
(Problem Comes to a Head)
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