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[image: image1.png]“Thanks for getting over here on such short
notice, Terri,” said Mr. Romano. “I really
appreciate it. Shawna is sleeping in her crib but
might wake up around ten. Her bottle’s in the
refrigerator.”

“T’'m glad to help out, Mr. Romano,” answered
Terri. “Don’t worry. Everything will be fine.”

“T’1l write the telephone number where you can
reach me on this pad. Don’t hesitate to call if
you have any problems,” he replied.

INFER: What do you think is going on?

Clues Inference
(I think...)
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[image: image2.png]Jamie mhe early, even fhoush it was nof a school day Looking
out the window, Jamie smiled at the falling red and golden leaves. “This
is going to be a great day,” he thought to himself. Before going
downstairs, he weited for Baloney to zoom ahead of him, then stop to
paw and scratch ot the shag rug. Dad was busy i in the km:hen putting
the lasf'drip of syrup onto i&s“bmmsf

"Hi Son. We'll eat and then go. Gertie is all packed.”

Parked in the driveway, Gertie was bulging with equipment. Just
then, Dad yelled from the kifchen, “I even packed a change of clothes
forus jnstincauqblgompuﬂsus into the lakel”
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[image: image4.png]Strategies and Tips for Identifying Generalizations

Generalizations should be based on facts.

When making generalizations, students should use/identify the following key words:

Many Most Usually
Rarely Sometimes Never
Always All Few
Several

Examples of valid generalizations:
*Most young children enjoy trick or treating on Halloween.

Students should be able to identify the word MOST as a generalization term. They should also be able to
use their own knowledge and experience to decide whether or not they feel this is a valid generalization.

Examples of a faulty generalization:
*All young children enjoy trick or treating on Halloween.

Students should recognize that ALL is a generalization term. However, even if one child dislikes trick or
treating on Halloween, the generalization is now faulty.

Why is it useful to be able to generalize in reading and writing?
Reading:

When a student can make generalizations when they read, they are demonstrating higher order thinking
skills. Applying knowledge of a specific situation to another similar situation, reveals their ability to
“think outside the box” and synthesize information.

Writing:

When a student is faced with an essay that requires them to use knowledge in a specific area, it is wise
to teach them to use a generalization statement as their topic sentence. This type of sentence is a great
way to introduce the reader to the topic which will be discussed in the essay. It also teaches the student
to write in a broad to specific format.
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[image: image5.png]Example:

Many Ancient Egyptians depended on the Nile River for survival. The Nile River provided fresh drinking
water for bathing, cooking, drinking, and traveling.
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Read this selection about a boy adopted by an Eskimo family.
Then use the information in the box and details from the selection
to circle the letter before and to make generalizations.

To make generalizations, use knowledge of specific people,
events, or situations to make a statement about related people,
events, or situations. The generalization may or may not be true,
depending on the knowledge on which it is based.

Eric lives among the Eskimos in a village in Greenland. His par-
ents were Danish merchants who died when Eric was ten. An Eskimo
family took him in and taught him how to hunt, fish, and trap. He
also learned the secrets of the ice.

One day Eric was setting fox traps far from the village. A snow-
storm dropped on him. Even with his knowledge of the land, he lost
his way. Hours later, he found a long crevice in the side of a moun- N
tain. He squeezed in and fell asleep. ) i

When he awoke, the storm had passed and it was twilight. He :
wondered how he would find his way home. Then he remembered ‘
what his Eskimo father had taught him. He looked for a pattern of i
cracks in the ice that would show the direction in which the ice was :
moving. He found it and the pattern pointed the way toward the
coast and home. e

1. Which situation is most like the one Eric found himself in?
a. A boy wanders far away from home, and the police rescue him.
b. A plane crashes and the crew must use their knowledge to save
themselves.
c. Alice teaches her son how to hunt and fish in Alaska.

2. Which person is most like Eric?
a. Saul is a studious boy who does well in school and edits the school paper.
b. Britt is very athletic and enjoys outdoor sports like soccer and football.
c. Marty fishes off the coast of Alaska. He knows the area well.

3. Write a generalization about life in the Arctic based on this selection.

% Using what you have read about the Eskimos and the Vikings,
write a generalization about them in a modern situation.

“Greenland: Island at the Top of the World,” pages 432-441
Ce ion: make generalizati 153
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[image: image7.png]Topic: Comparing Characters
Connection to ELA exam: Paired Passages Section. Many students have great difficulty with this skill,
However it is a very important one.

Task: Choose one character from your novel. How are they similar to you? How are they different from
you?

Model with a Venn Diagram for Prewriting: Their venn diagrams should always be in balance with one
another. If Mrs. Ash is on the Stripes team, | need to know that Mrs. G is on the Stars team on the
opposite side. PLEASE STRESS to the students: If Mrs. A is on the Stripes team, the item on the opposite
side should not say, Mrs. G has 2 sons. They do not balance each other out.

Mrs. Ash Mrs. Glueckert
e Hasa daughter *have 2 children *has 2 sons
And a son
*teach math
e Stripes team *female *Stars team
e dark hair *light hair

Student Need: When comparing characters, most students will say, “Mrs. G has light hair, Mrs. A does
not”. We want them to avoid saying “does not” and tell us what Mrs. A has. Their new sentence
should say: Mrs. G has light hair, on the other hand, Mrs. A has dark hair.

Model RAFT:

Mrs. Ash and Mrs. Glueckert are alike in many ways. For example, they both teach math. In
addition, they both have two children. Lastly, they both love coffee.

Although Mrs. Ash and Mrs. Glueckert are alike in many ways, they are also very different. For
example, Mrs. Ash is on the Stripes team. However, Mrs. Glueckert is on the Stars team. Mrs. Ash
has a daughter and a son. On the other hand, Mrs. Glueckert has two sons. Finally, Mrs. Ash drinks
coffee from a brown cup, while Mrs. Glueckert drinks her coffee from a blue cup.
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