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Test Prep for New ELA Format
ABSTRACT


One primary goal for middle school educators is to prepare children for high school and life.  Students will be required to take standardized tests throughout their lives.  One aspect of the NYS ELA Assessment is recognizing errors in grammar, punctuation, usage, and mechanics.  This is also necessary for future success on the English Regents Exam and the SATs. In addition, it is important that children recognize the impact of figurative language on writing. Understanding this impacts their ability to be successful readers and writers. 



Since the NYS ELA Assessment will be revised for 2011, practice worksheets were created for grades 6-8 to parallel this new format.  In an effort to make these materials useful, each practice worksheet was created with the existing grade level curriculum in mind.  Excerpts were taken from literature used in the ELA or social studies classrooms.     
Test Prep for New ELA Format
RATIONALE


In keeping with the New York State Standards, this curriculum area project provides students with the opportunity to read, write and think.  Specifically, Standard 1 encourages the use of “standard English for formal presentation of information, selecting appropriate grammatical constructions and vocabulary, using a variety of sentence structures, and observing the rules of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.’


In addition, Standard 2 requires that students identify significant literary elements (including metaphor, symbolism, foreshadowing, dialect, rhyme, meter, irony, and climax) and use those elements to interpret the work.  This curriculum area project will provide children in grades 6-8 with the opportunity to recognize errors in these areas and observe correct uses in standard written English.  
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	Stage 1—Desired Results

	Content Standard(s):

New York State Standard(s) 1 & 2
	

	Understanding(s):

Students will understand that…

· There are rules for standard written English

· Accurate use of language enhances a readers understanding of meaning

	
	Essential Question(s):

· What are the basic grammar rules?

· What are the necessary punctuation rules?
· How does word usage impact writing?

· Why are mechanics important in writing? 
· What are poetic devices and how are they used to enhance writing?


	

	Student will know…

· when to use a comma.
· when to capitalize.
· all the basic punctuation rules.

· why subject-verb agreement is important.
· the difference between a complete sentence, fragment, and run on.
· how to recognize and use tenses correctly.
· how to recognize figurative language in prose writing. 
	Students will be able to…

· recognize errors in the areas of grammar, mechanics, punctuation and usage.
· use the rules of standard written English to enhance their own writing.
	

	Stage 2—Assessment Evidence

	Performance Task(s):

Worksheets that assess the various levels of understanding and can shape further instruction
	
	Other Evidence:

Classroom discussion

Homework

Conferences
Other workbooks/materials 


	

	Stage 3—Learning Plan

	Learning Activities:

· Mini lessons
· Peer tutoring

· Cooperative learning

· Self assessment



Grade 6

Name _________________________________

Date ________________      6-1
Read the excerpt from Faithful Elephants, by Yukio Tsuchiya, and answer the questions that follow.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 
The cherry blossoms are in full bloom at the Ueno Zoo.  There petals are falling in the soft breeze and sparkling in the sun.  Beneath the cherry trees, crowds of people are pushing to enter the zoo on such a beautiful day.

Two elephants are outside performing their tricks for a lively audience.  While blowing toy trumpets with their long trunks, the elephants walk along large wooden logs.

Not far from the cheerful square, there stands a tombstone.  Not many notice this monument for the animals that have died at the Ueno Zoo.  It is quiet and peaceful here, and the sun warms every corner.  

One day, an employee of the zoo, while tenderly polishing the stone, told me a saddest story of three elephants buried there.  
“Today,” he said, “there are three elephants in this zoo.  But years ago, we had three different elephants here.  Their names were John, Tonky, and Wanly.  At that time, Japan was at war.  Gradually, the war had become more and more severe.  Bombs were dropped on Tokyo every day and night, like falling rain.”
“What would happen if bombs hit the zoo?  If the cages were broken and dangerous animals escaped to run wild through the city, it would be terrible!  Therefore, by command of the army, all of the lions, tigers, leopards, bears, and big snakes were poisoned to death.  
1. What mistake exists in paragraph one?

A. Zoo should not be capitalized


C.  Petals should be pedals
B. There should be their



D.  Omit the comma in the last sentence.

2. Looking at paragraph two, what poetic device is clearly evident?

A. Hyperbole




C.  Alliteration

 B. Onomatopoeia




D.  Metaphor

3. “Bombs were dropped on Tokyo every day and night, like falling rain.”  What poetic device is used?

A. Metaphor




C.  Alliteration

            B. 
Onomatopoeia




D.  Simile

4. An error in grammar or punctuation exists in the last paragraph.  Identify the error.

A. The exclamation point should be changed to a period in the second sentence.

B. The word army should be capitalized.

C. The quotation marks should be closed.

D.  The verb was should replace the verb were.
           5.  Which sentence is correct?

A.  One day, an employee of the zoo, while tenderly polishing the stone, told me a saddest story of three elephants buried there.  

B.  One day, an employee of the zoo, while tenderly polishing the stone, told me a sadder story of three elephants buried there.  

C.  One day, an employee of the zoo, while tenderly polishing the stone, told me a mostest sad story of three elephants buried there.  

D.  One day, an employee of the zoo, while tenderly polishing the stone, told me a sad story of three elephants buried there.  

Name _________________________________

Date_______________        6-2
Read the sentences taken from “Hero on the Ball Field,” by Robert Peterson, and answer the questions that follow.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

1.  Which sentence is correct?  
A.  Robinson was a line-drive hitter: An acrobatic fielder and best base runner of his time.

B.  Robinson was a line-drive hitter; an acrobatic fielder and best base runner of his time.

C.  Robinson was a line-drive hitter, an acrobatic fielder and best base runner of his time.

D.  Robinson was a line-drive hitter an acrobatic fielder and best base runner of his time.

2. Read the sentence in italics and identify which poetic device is evident.

                  “ In Southern states, black kids went to separate schools.”

A.  Alliteration




C.  Metaphor

B.  Simile





D.  Personification

3.  Which sentence uses quotation marks and punctuation correctly?  
A.  Jackie Robinson was a fiery competitor.  “This guy didn’t just come to play.” an old baseball man once said.  “He came to beat you!”
B.  Jackie Robinson was a fiery competitor.  “This guy didn’t just come to play,” an old baseball man once said.  “He came to beat you?”

C.  Jackie Robinson was a fiery competitor,  “This guy didn’t just come to play?” an old baseball man once said.  “He came to beat you!”

D.  Jackie Robinson was a fiery competitor.  “This guy didn’t just come to play,” an old baseball man once said.  “He came to beat you!”

4.  Of the following sentences, which one has correct subject-verb agreement?

A.  Jackie Robinson were the loneliest man in baseball in 1947.

B.  Opponents was not so friendly.

C.  Many players and fans screams racial taunts at him.

D.  He was hit by pitches nine times.
5.  Which sentence uses capitalization correctly?

A.  That year the Dodgers won the National League pennant but lost the World Series to the New York Yankees.

B.  Robinson was named national League rookie of the Year.

C.  A month later, pitcher Dan Bankhead, who had been with the memphis Red Sox in the negro American League, joined Robinson on the Dodgers. 
D.  Five years later, He was elected to the to the baseball hall of Fame.  

Name __________________________

Date ______________________    6-3
Read the sentences taken from Fireflies, by Julie Brinckloe, and answer the questions that follow.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

1.  Which sentence has correct subject-verb agreement?

A.  It were growing dark.

B.  I look and it was gone.

C.  I run from the table, down to the cellar to find a jar.  

D.  The jars were dusty, and I polished one clean on my shirt.

2.  Which sentence uses quotation marks and punctuation correctly?

A.  “Don’t let your dinner get cold. “ said Momma.

B.   Go ahead,” they said.

C.  “Holes,”  I remember, so they can breathe.”

D.  “Catch them, catch them!”  we cried, grasping at the lights.

3.  Which line includes a simile?
A.  I thrust my hand into the jar and spread it open.

B.  The jar glowed like moonlight and I held it in my hands.

C.  My friends took jars of fireflies to different homes.

D.  I climbed the stairs to my room and set the jar on a table by my bed.

4.  Which sentence is NOT a fragment?

A.  A black shape in the tree.

B.  Over near the fence.
C.  Soaring high above my head.

D.  We ran like crazy.

5.  Which of the following is a correct contraction?

A.  wouldn’t





C.  dont

B.  wasnt






D.  its’
Name:______________________________
Date:____________________       6-4
Answer the following questions based on text samples from Miss Rumphius, by Barbara Cooney.

(Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

1.  Which of the following is an example of personification?

A. “This is almost like a tropical isle,” said Miss Rumphius.  “But not quite.”

B. In the evening Alice sat on her grandfather’s knee and listened to his stories of faraway 
      places.

C. When she stepped inside on a wintry day, the warm moist air wrapped itself around her, 

      and the sweet smell of jasmine filled her nose.

D. “It was the wind that brought the seeds from my garden here!  And the birds must have 

      helped.”

In the evening Alice sat on her grandfathers knee and listened to his stories of faraway places.  When he had finished, Alice would say, “When I grow up, I too will go to faraway places, and when I grow old, I to will live beside the sea.”

“That is all very well, little Alice,” said her grandfather, “but their is a third thing you must do.”

“What is that?” asked Alice.

“You must do something to made the world more beautiful,” said her grandfather.

2.  In the first sentence, which word is incorrect?

A. grandfathers





C. his

B. evening





D. sat



3.  In the second sentence, which word from the text is used incorrectly?

A. places






C. too

B. to






D. grow

4.  In paragraph 2, which word is incorrect?

A. thing






C. well

B. very






D. their

5.  In paragraph 4, which word in incorrect?

A. do






C. said

B. made






D. You

Name:______________________________
Date:___________________                6-5
Answer the following questions based on text samples from Owl Moon, by Jane Yolen.

(Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

1    It was late one winter night, 

2    long past my bedtime,

3    when pa and I went owling.

4    There was no wind.

5    The trees stood still 

6     as giant statues.

7     And the moon was so bright

8     the sky seemed to shine.

9     Somewhere behind us.

10   a train whistle blew,

11   long and low,

12   like a sad, sad song...

1.  Lines 5 and 6 and 10-12 are examples of which literary device?

A.  metaphor





C. onomatopoeia

B.  alliteration





D. simile

2.  Which word from the text sample should be capitalized?

A.  winter






C.  pa

B.  as






D.  moon

3.  Most of this text sample describes

A.  the setting of the poem

B.  a description of the characters

C.  the plot that unfolds

D.  the conflict 

4.  Which line is incorrectly punctuated?

A.  line 3






C. line 5

B.  line 9






D. line 11

5.  Which lines end with words that rhyme?

A.  lines 1 and 7





C.  lines 2 and 4
B.  lines 10 and 11





D.  lines 6 and 10

Name:_________________________________
Date:________________              6-6
Answer the following questions based on text samples from When I Was Young in the   Mountains, by Cynthia Rylant.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

1.
Which sentence is a fragment?

A.
Later, in the middle of the night

B.
She walked through the grass to the johnny-house

C.
I promised never to eat more than one serving of okra again

D.
We jumped in 

2.  Which fragment uses a homophone correctly?

A.
we pumped pales of water

B.
round tin tubs four our bath

C.
we pumped pails of water

D.
round tin tubs for hour bath

3.  “The swimming whole was dark and muddy,” is incorrect because

A.
it is a sentence fragment.

B.
the word “swimming” is spelled incorrectly

C.
the word “whole” should be “hole”

D.
the word “muddy” is spelled incorrectly

4.  “…always smelled of sweet milk” is an example of

A.
alliteration





C.  personification

B.
onomatopoeia





D.  a simile

5.  The word “giggle” is an example of

A.
alliteration





C.  onomatopoeia

B.
symbolism





D.  metaphor

Name __________________________

Date____________________

6-7
Answer the following questions based on text samples taken from the social studies textbook, World, which refer to the unit on Ancient Greece.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

1.  In which sentence is the underlined word used correctly.

A.  Geography affected how life in Greece developed.

B.  There political and religious meets took place outdoors.

C.  The see was a big influence on Greek civilizations.

D.  Each won developed its own pattern of life.

2.  Read the sentence that follows and identify which answer reflects the simple subject 
      and verb.

      Troy, a city on the western coast of Asia Minor, really existed.

A.  Troy, really





C.  city, existed

B.  Troy, existed





D.  Asia, really

3.  In which sentence is the comma placed correctly.  

A.  Athens was named for Athena who helped the Greeks, during the war.  

B.  Athens, was named for Athena who helped the Greeks during the war.  

C.  Athens was named for Athena, who helped the Greeks during the war.  

D.  Athens was named for Athena who, helped the Greeks during the war.  

4.  In which sentence is capitalization used correctly?

A.  According to tradition, a blind poet named Homer composed two poems about the Trojan War.  These poems are the Iliad and the Odyssey.

B.  According to tradition, a blind poet named Homer composed two poems about the trojan war.  These poems are the Iliad and the Odyssey. 

C.  According to tradition, a blind poet named homer composed two poems about the Trojan War.  These poems are the Iliad and the odyssey. 

D.  According to tradition, a blind poet named homer composed two poems about the trojan war.  These poems are the iliad and the odyssey.

5.  Which of the following is NOT a complete sentence?
A.  Life in Sparta centered on the army.

B.  In return for their rights, citizens of Athens had many responsibilities.

C.  Every four years.

D.  Democracy was limited to citizens.  

The answers to the grade 6 worksheets are provided below.
6-1



6-2


6-3


6-4

1.  B


1.  C


1.  D


1. C

2.  C


2.  A


2.  D


2.  A

3.  D


3.  D


3.  B


3.  B
4.  C


4.  D


4.  D


4.  D

5.  D


5.  A


5.  A


5.  B

6-5



6-6


6-7
1.  D


1.  A


1.  A

2.  C


2.  C


2.  B

3.  A


3.  C


3.  C

4.  B


4.  A


4.  A

5.  A


5.  C


5.  C

Grade 7

Name:_________________________________

Date:__________          7-1
Answer the following questions based on text samples from Chains, by Laurie Halse Anderson, 
Chapters I – V.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

“My belly flipped with worry.  I was breathing hard as if I’d run all the way to the village and back.  This was the moment we’d been waiting for.” (p. 8)

1. In the sample above, the words “I’d” and “we’d” contain apostrophes to show

A. possession.

B. contractions for “I should” and “we should.”

C. contractions for  “I would” and “we would.”

D. contractions for “I had” and “we had.”

“...I thought Momma would shatter like a bowl when it falls off a table.  Poppa fought like a lion when they came for him, the strongest lion...” (p. 11)

2. In the sample above, Isabel describes her parents by using

A. alliteration

B. similes

C. metaphors

D. onomatopoeia

“They kept moving us over the water, stealing us away from our ghosts and our ancestors, who cried salty rivers into the sand.  That’s where Momma was now, wailing at the water’s edge, while her girls were pulled out of sight under white sails that cracked in the wind.”
 (p. 25)
3. Which word from the sample above is an example of onomatopoeia?

A. cracked





C.  ghosts

B. salty






D.  white

4. The first two lines from the sample above include examples of

A. similes




C.  hyperbole
B. metaphors




D.  onomatopoeia

“Does your battle for liberty entitle you to search through the private linens of a lady?” (p. 32)  
5.  What type of sentence is this?

A.  an imperative sentence.
B.  an interrogative sentence.

C. an exclamatory  sentence

D. a declarative sentence.

Name:_______________________________


Date:_____________               7-2
Answer the following questions based on excerpts from Chains, by Laurie Halse 

Anderson, Chapters VI – X.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

  “ That theres the masters library.  You dont step foot in it without permission.  He dont like his things touched.” (p. 45).
1. In the statement above, how many apostrophes are missing?

A.  2






C.  4

B.  3






D.  5

“I trotted up to him so angry that steam came off the top of my head.”  (p. 36)
2.  What literary technique is evident in this sentence?

A.  personification





C.  irony

B.  simile






D.  hyperbole

“I looked down.  My hands was clenched into fists so tight the chords that held my bones together could be seen.  I released them.” (p. 51)
3.  In the statement above,

A. everything is correct.

B. the word “was” should be “were.”

C. the word “seen” should be “saw”.

D. the word “clenched” should be “clenching.”

“My eyes were as starved for words as the rest of me was for dinner.” (p. 59)  
4.  What literary technique s evident in this sentence? 

A.  a simile





C. a metaphor

B.  alliteration





D. personification

“Every man willing to switch sides is to be paid five guineas and two hundred acres of land.  If he have a wife, an additional hundred acres.  Each child of his blood garners another fifty.”
(p. 61)
5.  According to standard English, in the sample above, 

A. the word “have” should be “had”.

B. the word “have” should be “has”.

C. the word “have” should be “is”.

D. the sample is fine as it is.

Name:____________________________________


Date:___________     7-3
Answer the following questions based on excerpts from Chains, by Laurie Halse Anderson, Chapters XI – XV.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

“Lady Seymour poored me a mug of fresh milk.  My surprise at having a proper lady do so must have shown on my face.”  (p. 77)

1. Which word in the sentence above is a homophone?

A.  milk






C.  poored
B.  proper






D.  shown
2.  Which word from the sentence above is an antonym for the word “spoiled”?

A.  proper






C. face

B.  fresh






D. lady

“Gossip is the foul smell from the Devil’s backside, that’s what Momma always said. “ (p 81)  
3.  Anderson uses which literary device to describe gossip?

A.  simile






C.  metaphor

B.  alliteration





D.  oxymoron

“The mayor had on a fine wig, properly powdered and pulled back, with a curl at the end of his queue, a sable coat and matching breeches, a maroon waistcoat, and a white silk cravat tied loosely around his neck atop his shirt the windows were all closed, but sun streamed in, heating up the room to a slow simmer and bringing forth the ripe stink of underwashed gentlemen”. (p. 87)

4.  Using context clues in the text above, which word used means a braid of hair?

A.  queue






C.  breeches

B.  cravat






D.  sable

5.  An error in punctuation has been included in the text sample.  Where should a new sentence begin?

A   After the word “queue”

B. After the word “breeches”

C. After the word “neck”

D. After the word “shirt.”

Name:____________________________________


Date:___________      7-4
Answer the following questions based on excerpts from Chains, by Laurie Halse Anderson, Chapters XVI – XXIII.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

“I held it up to the light and quickly read; it was a list of names with the mayors at the bottom.  He had titled it “Committee to preserve the Kings peace.” (p. 99)

1. In the text above, which 2 words should have apostrophes that were left out?

A. “names” and “mayors”   



C. “names” and “kings”

B. “light” and “peace”




D. “mayors” and “kings”

2. Which two words should have been capitalized?

A. “it” and  “names”

B. “mayors” and “preserve”

C. “preserve” and “peace”

D. “mayors” and “peace”

“The blow made me addlepated and weakened my knees.” (p. 135) 
3.  Using context clues, the word “addlepated” most nearly means
A.  confused





C.  stronger

B.  clear-headed





D.  faster

“A woman shrieked and shrieked; she was a crow shattering the air with her harsh calls.  I moved, not by my own devices.  My toes dragged in the dirt.  They tried to pull the arms from my body, ripping the arms off a cloth doll.  They dragged me from one place to a second place.”  (p. 141)

4.  The text above uses which type of figurative language twice?
A.  personification

B.  alliteration
C.  simile
D.  metaphor

“...The horse lifted one tired hoof after another and dragged the cart, and the cart dragged me up the broad street where people smiled and laughed and pointed.  My eyes cast down.  The cobblestones mocked too.”  (p.142)

5.  In the last sentence, Anderson most effectively uses which literary device in this text sample?
A. oxymoron
B. personification

C. alliteration

D. metaphor

Name ____________________________

Date_________________      7-5
The questions below are taken from Chapters XXV & XXVI of the novel Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

1.  Which quotation is written correctly?  (p. 157)
A.  “Sal,”  Becky would say, “please sweep the hearth.”  

B.  “Sal,”  Becky would say, “Please sweep the hearth.”  

C.  “Sal,  Becky would say, please sweep the hearth.”  

D.  “Sal.”  Becky would say, “Please sweep the hearth.”  

“I preferred the chores that took me out of the kitchen, for it was there the bees tricked me into seeing Ruth’s ghost playing on the floor, churning butter, or counting out kernels of corn.” (p. 158)
2.  Read the sentence above.  What poetic device is used?

A.  metaphor





C.  simile

B.  alliteration





D.  personification

“Hours later, as I ate my dinner of greens and cornbread with molasse, Becky entered the kitchen with a scowl.” (p.159)
3.  Based on the sentence above, identify the primary subject and verb of the sentence.  

A.  I, ate






C.  hours, later

B.  Becky, entered





D.  kitchen, entered

“Lightening danced at its edges like horses at a mad gallop, then the sky turned ink black and the storm crashed over us”. (p. 162)
4.  Identify the two poetic devices used in the above sentence.

A.  onomatopoeia, metaphor



C.  onomatopoeia, simile

B.  personification, onomatopoeia


D.  personification, simile

5.  In which sentence are the commas placed correctly?  (p. 163)
A.  Becky asked around for days, but there were no spare carpenters to be found, no matter 
 
how much coin was offered.

B.  Becky asked around, for days but there were no spare carpenters to be found, no matter
 
how much coin was offered.

C.  Becky asked around for days, but there were no spare carpenters, to be found no matter
how  

      much coin was offered.

D.  Becky asked around for days but, there were no spare carpenters to be found, no matter
how 
      much coin was offered.

Name _____________________________

Date ______________________   7-6
Read the sentences taken from Chapters XXX-XXXI of Chains, by Laurie Halse Anderson then answer the questions that follow.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

1.  Which sentence is punctuated correctly?  (p. 187)
A.  “The loan of the girl is the least we owe her.  I hope you regret your decision to send
      away the sister.  Even small hands would be helpful now.”
B.  “The loan of the girl is the least we owe her, I hope you regret your decision to send
      away the sister, even small hands would be helpful now.”
C.  “The loan of the girl is the least we owe her.  I hope you regret your decision to send
      away the sister?  Even small hands would be helpful now.”
D.  “The loan of the girl is the least we owe her?  I hope you regret your decision to send
      away the sister.  Even small hands would be helpful now.”
“I thought for a moment we were trapped; the thick haze tricked my mind and I knew not if we should proceed down or up.” (p. 193)
2.  Read the sentence above.  What poetic device is evident?
A.  personification





C.  metaphor

B.  alliteration





D.  simile

”Her heartbeat was light and fast as a bird’s wings beating against a cage.” (p.193)
3.  Read the sentence above.  What poetic device is used?

A.  personification





C.  metaphor

B.  alliteration





D.  simile

4.  Which sentence shows correct subject-verb agreement?  (p. 194)
A.  “A dogs ran by howling; its tail on fire.”
B.  “A dogs run by howling; its tail on fire.”
C.  “A dog will run by howling; its tail on fire.”
D.  “A dog ran by howling; its tail on fire.”
5.  Which sentence uses homophones correctly?  (p. 195)
A.  Step by slow step we made hour way to Wall Street, then down to the seventh house on
      the left.  

B.  Step by slow step we made our way to Wall Street, then down to the seventh house on
      the left.  

C.  Step buy slow step we made our way to Wall Street, then down to the seventh house on 

            the left.  

D.  Step by slow step we made our way to Wall Street, then down too the seventh house on
      the left.  

Name _____________________________

Date _______________________  7-7
Read the sentences taken from Chapter XLV of Chains, by Laurie Halse Anderson then answer the questions that follow.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

I rowed that river.
I rowed that river like it was a horse delivering me from the Devil.
My hands blistered, the blisters popped, they re-formed and popped again.  I rowed with my hands slick with blood.  My back, my shoulders, my arms, they pulled with the strength of a thousand armloads of firewood split  and carried, of water buckets toted for miles, of the burdens of every new york day and new york night boiled into two miles of water that I was going to cross.  (p. 298) 
1. In the first sentence, what poetic device is used?

A.  simile






C.  hyperbole

B.  alliteration





D.  repetition

2.  In the second sentence, what poetic device is used?

A.  simile






C.  hyperbole

B.  alliteration





D.  metaphor

“My back, my shoulder, my arms, they pulled with the strength of a thousand armloads…”
3.  Why did the author include commas?

A. to separate a quotation from the speaker
B. to indicate an appositive

C. to combine independent clauses

D. to indicate a series

 4.  What error is clearly evident in the text above?

A.
Authors should never use repetition in prose writing.

B. 
The word “river” should be capitalized. 

C.
The word “armloads” should be written “armload’s.”

D. 
The word “new york” should be capitalized.

5.  Read each of the following sentences.  Which one is grammatically correct?

A.  Chains was the bestest book I ever read!

B.  I am excited about the sequel.

C.  Isabels character is strong and admirable.
D.  Isabel and Curzon has been friends for most of the book.

The answers to the grade 7 worksheets are provided below.

7-1



7-2


7-3


7-4

1.  D


1.  C


1.  C


1.  D

2.  B


2.  D


2.  B


2.  C

3.  A


3.  B


3.  C


3.  A

4.  B


4.  A


4.  A


4.  D

5.  B


5.  B


5.  D


5.  B

7-5



7-6


7-7
1.  A


1.  A


1.  B

2.  D


2.  A


2.  A

3.  B


3.  D


3.  D

4.  D


4.  D


4.  D

5.  A


5.  B


5.  B

Grade 8

Name _____________________________

Date _____________________  8-1
Read the excerpt from Chapter 1 of The Pearl, by John Steinbeck and answer the questions that follow.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

The ants were busy on the ground, big black ones with shiny bodies, and little dusty quick ants.  
Kino watch with detachment of God while a dusty ant frantically tried to escape the sand trap an ant lion had dug for him.
A thin timid dog came close and at a soft word from Kino curled up arranged its tail neatly over its feet and laid its chin delicately on the pile.  
It was a black dog with yellow gold spots where it’s eyebrows should have been.  

It was a morning like other mornings and yet perfect among mornings.  
1.  Look at the first sentence.  What poetic device is used?

A.  alliteration





C.  personification

B.  simile






D.  onomatopoeia

2.  In sentence two, an error exists.  Which choice reflects correct subject-verb agreement?

A.  Kino watch with detachment of God while a dusty ant frantically tried to escape the sand 
trap an ant lion had dug for him.
B.  Kino watches with detachment of God while a dusty ant frantically tried to escape the 
 sand trap an ant lion had dug for him. 
C.  Kino watched with detachment of God while a dusty ant frantically tried to escape the

      sand trap an ant lion had dug for him.

D.  Kino will watch with detachment of God while a dusty ant frantically tried to escape the sand  trap  

      an ant lion had dug for him.
3. Several commas are missing from sentence three.  All of the following reflect correct    

      comma placement EXCEPT  one.  Identify the one.

A.  thin, timid





C.  and, at a soft
B.  from Kino, curled




D.  laid, its chin

4.  An error exists in sentence four.  What is the error?

A.  the word gold should be capitalized

B.  a comma should be placed between the words black and dog

C.  the word it’s should be changed to its

D.  eyebrows should be possessive-eyebrow’s

5.  What literary technique did Steinbeck use in sentence five?

A.  alliteration





C. flashback

B.  foreshadowing





D. repetition

Name ________________________


Date ______________________   8-2
Read the excerpts from Chapter 4 of The Pearl, by John Steinbeck and answer the questions that follow.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

1.  Which sentence is punctuated correctly?

A.  For Kino was a well-liked man.  it would be a shame if the pearl destroyed him.

B.  For Kino was a well-liked man. It would be a shame if the pearl destroyed him?
C.  For Kino was a well-liked man; it would be a shame if the pearl destroyed him.

D.  For Kino was a well-liked man?  It would be a shame if the pearl destroyed him.

2.  Which sentence uses quotation marks accurately?

A.  “That good wife, Juana,” they said, “and the beautiful baby Coyotito and the others to come.  What 
       a pity it would be if the pearl should destroy them all.”

B.  “That good wife, “Juana, they said, “and the beautiful baby Coyotito and the others to come.  What 
       a pity it would be if the pearl should destroy them all.”

C.  “That good wife, Juana,” they said, “and the beautiful baby Coyotito and the others to come.  What 
       a pity it would be if the pearl should destroy them all.

D.  “That good wife, Juana,” they said, and the beautiful baby Coyotito and the others to come.  What 
       a pity it would be if the pearl should destroy them all.”

3.  Read the sentence in italics.  What poetic device did Steinbeck use?


 “And the father made it clear that each man and women is like a soldier sent to God to guard some part of the castle of the universe.”
A.  metaphor





C.  simile
B.  personification





D.  onomatopoeia
4.  Read the sentence in italics and identify the type of sentence.

“Juana watched him with worry, but she knew him and she knew she could help him best by being silent and by being near.”
A.  interrogative





C.  exclamatory

B.  imperative





D.  declarative

5.  Read the sentence in italics.  How many words should have been capitalized?


“long after juan tomas had gone, kino sat brooding on his sleeping mat.”
A.  one






C.  two

B.  three 






D.  four

Name __________________________


Date ________________                 8-3
Read the excerpts from Act 1 of  The Diary of Anne Frank, by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett and answer the questions that follow.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

1.  Read the line from the play in italics and identify the type of sentence.

  Miep:  Mr. Frank, you can’t leave here!  This is your home!

A.  declarative





C.  Interrogative
B.  exclamatory





D.  imperative

2.  Read the sentence in italics below.  How many words were not capitalized that should have been.


“my name is anne frank.  I am thirteen years old.  I was born in germany the twelfth of june, nineteen twenty-nine.  as my father is jewish, we emigrated to holland when hitler came to power.” 

A.  three






C.  five

B.  seven






D.  more than seven
3.  Read the line in italics from the play.  What poetic devices are used?


“One summer we had a big house in Hilversum.  The boys came buzzing round like bees around a jam pot.” 

A.  alliteration and onomatopoeia



C.  metaphor and alliteration

B.  onomatopoeia and simile



D.  onomatopoeia and metaphor
4.  Read the sentences below.  Identify the error.

“He is about to blow out the candle when suddenly their is a crash of something falling below.  They all freeze in horror, motionless.  For a few seconds there is complete silence.”
A.  blow should be blows




C.  their should be there
B.  is should be was




D.  For should be four

5.  Read the line in italics.  What is wrong with this sentence?

Thanks to this clumsy fool there’s someone now who knows we’re up here someone now knows we’re up here hiding!

A.  It is a run-on





C.  It is a fragment
B.  It is a compound sentence



D.  It is a simple sentence

Name:________________________________
Date:____________________       8-4

Answer the following questions based on excerpts from The Diary of Anne Frank, by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett, Act II.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

By this time we all know each other so well that if anyone starts to tell a story, the rest can finish it for him.  We’re having to cut down still further on our meals.  What makes it worser, the rats have been at work again!  They’ve carried off some of our precious food.  Even Mr. Dussel wishes now that Mouschi was here?  Thursday, the twentieth of april, nineteen forty-four…

1. In the text above, which word should be capitalized, but isn’t?

A.  rats






C.  april

B.  we






D.  food

2. Which word in line 3 is grammatically incorrect?

A.  worser






C.  further

B.  been






D.  have

3. In line 3, the word “they’ve” refers to

A.  the Nazis





C.  Mouschi

B.  the others





D.  the rats

4.  Which sentence contains an incorrect end mark?

A.  Sentence 2





C.  Sentence 3

B.  Sentence 4





D.  Sentence 5

5.  The word “we’re” contains an apostrophe to show 

A.  an omission





C.  possession

B.  a contraction





D.  a quotation

Name:________________________________
Date:____________________             8-5
Answer the following questions based on excerpts from Chapter 3 of The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 


Maybe cherry stood still and watched the sunset while she was supposed to be taking the garbage out.  Stood there and watched and forgot everything else until her big brother screamed at her to hurry up.  I shook my head.  It seemed funny to me that the sunset she saw from her patio and the one I saw from the back steps was the same one.  Maybe the two different worlds we lived in werent so different.  We seen the same sunset.

1. In the first sentence

A.  The word “sunset” should be capitalized.

B.  The word “stood” should be “stands.”

C.  The word “cherry” should be capitalized.

D.  The word “was” should be “were.”

2. The implied subject of the second sentence is

A.  Ponyboy





C.  Cherry

B.  Soda Pop





D.  Cherry’s brother

3. In the last sentence

A.   the word “sunset” should be two words.

B.  The word “seen” should be “saw.

C.  The word “we” should be “us”.

D.  The word “sunset” should be capitalized.

4. The sunset is used to stand for all that these two characters have in common despite their differences.  This literary device is called


A.  symbolism





C.  flashback

B.  foreshadowing





D.  repetition

5. Which word from the text is a contraction that is incorrectly punctuated?

A.  sunset






C. werent

B.  worlds






D. steps

Name:__________________________________
Date:_________________          8-6
Answer the following questions based on excerpts taken from Chapter 6 of The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

I catched one quick look at his face; it was red-marked from falling embers and sweat-streaked, but he grinned at me.  He wasn’t scared either.  That was the only time I can think of when I saw him without that defeated, suspicious look in his eyes he looked like he was having the time of his life.

1. In the first sentence,

A.  the word “catched” should be “caught.”

B.  the word “look” should be “looked.”

C.  the word “it” should be capitalized.

D.  everything is correct.

“That was the only time I can think of when I saw him without that defeated, suspicious look in his eyes he looked like he was having the time of his life.”
2. Reread the lines above.  What error exists?
A.  It is a sentence fragment

B.  It is a direct quote that is not punctuated correctly

C.  It is a run-on sentence

D.  It is correct as they are.

3. “For Pete’s sake, get outa there!” is an example of

A.  a declarative sentence



B.  an interrogative sentence

C.  an exclamatory sentence

D.  an imperative sentence.

4. “That roof’s gonna cave in any minute.” is an example of

A.  a declarative sentence



B.  an interrogative sentence

C.  an exclamatory sentence

D.  an imperative sentence.

5. “Take it easy kid.” Is an example of

A.  a declarative sentence



B.  an interrogative sentence

C.  an exclamatory sentence

D.  an imperative sentence.

Name:______________________________
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Answer the following questions based on text samples taken from Chapter 5 of The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton.  (Deliberate errors may exist in spelling, grammar, usage mechanics and/or punctuation.) 

1        Nature’s first green is gold,

2        Her hardest hue to hold.

3        Her early leaf’s a flour;

4        But only so an hour.

5        Then leaf subsides to leaf.

6        So Eden sank to grief,

7        So dawn goes down to day.

8        Nothing gold can stay.
1. In line 1, the apostrophe is used to show

A.  an omission

B.  possession

C.  a contraction

D.  an accent

2. In lines 3 and 4, the words flour, so, and hour are examples of 

A.  antonyms

B.  similes

C.  synonyms

D.  homophones
3. Which homophone in lines 3 and 4 is incorrect?

A.  Flour

B.  So

C.  Hour

D.  All 3 are correct

4. The word “gold” in this poem symbolizes what is

A.  Natural

B.  Perfect

C.  Ugly

D.  Dark

5. What is the rhyme scheme of this poem by Robert Frost?

A.  ABCBCDD

B.  ABBACCD

C.  AABACDD

D.  AABBCCDD

The answers to the grade 8 worksheets are provided below.
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8-4

1.  A


1.  C


1.  B


1.  C

2.  C


2.  A


2.  D


2.  A

3.  C


3.  C


3.  B


3.  D

4.  C


4.  D


4.  C


4.  D
5.  D


5.  D


5.  A


5.  B
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1.  C


1.  A


1.  B

2.  C


2.  C


2.  D

3.  B


3.  C


3.  A

4.  A


4.  A


4.  B

5.  C


5.  D


5.  D
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