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Abstract


The following CAP, “Contemporary Autobiography Research Unit,” is designed for the eleventh grade English track classroom in the secondary school.  The unit and assignments are designed to engage the students and prepare them to properly write a college level paper.    This unit includes a motivational activity designed to connect the writing topic to the students’ lives.  The unit also includes an oral presentation thereby meets all of the NYS learning standards.  The standards addressed are:


1. Language for information and understanding


2. Language for literary response


3. Language for critical analysis and evaluation


4. Language for social interaction

Rationale


The research paper is a requirement in all English classes and all tracks. This assignment can present the most difficulty for students.  It is often difficult to develop creative and engaging topics in which the students will have a vested interest.  This research unit allows students to discuss influences in their own lives that have shaped who they have become.  Students can then apply this knowledge to research an individual whose contributions have shaped society.  Students will be motivated to complete this assignment because the students will select an individual who they admire.  Additionally, many students can be intimidated when speaking in front of a large group; however, the college bound student must become comfortable with this task as they will be required to give oral presentations in many of their college courses.  Furthermore, students must become familiar with the research process and proper MLA format.  As a whole, the unit will provide valuable foundations for college.   
Name:  _________________________

English 11R

Influences in my Life
Did you ever stop to think about the experiences in your life that have shaped your personality? Well, now is your chance to do just that.  What are some of your first memories? What are events that have motivated you? Who are people who have influenced you? These are all questions that you will answer over the next few days. 

Your Task: 
1. Create a timeline of your life. This timeline must include: ten significant events, milestones, or moments in your life. The timeline must also include pictures of you during these momentous occasions in your life.

2. Write a 2-3 page autobiographical account in which you discuss the importance of these events and how they shaped your life. This account must be written in the first person narrative format. You must utilize proper paragraphing, complete sentences, and follow the conventions of standard written English. You may choose to adhere to the following outline.

 Introductory Paragraph: Introduce and describe yourself to your reader.
·  Who are you?  

· What are your interest/hobbies?

· What things are important to you?

· What are your values?

Body Paragraphs: Describe the pivotal moments and discuss how each shaped your life. 

Note:  Pivotal moment= a moment/event that changed you

You must choose to expand upon one of the events you listed on your timeline.  

Closing Paragraph: What have you learned from these moments and how would your life be different had they not occurred?  How has this moment/event changed you?  Provide evidence of that change.  
Name:  ___________________________
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Research Paper:

Innovators of our Century
We live in a great world with many opportunities, liberties, technological advances, and freedoms but did you ever stop to think what our world would be like without the telephone, the computer, or rock music?  Did you ever question how we became a nation with so many wonderful freedoms?  

Well, now is the time to do so.  There are many people who helped shape and define the world in which we live.  These people were innovative thinkers who influenced and changed the politics, social norms, entertainment, and technology in our society.  

Specifically, how have these individuals changed the world in which we live?  Each of you will select an innovator who shaped our world.  You will research that individual and write a research paper in which you prove how that individual influenced and changed our society.  

Your Task:
1) You will choose an individual who has helped to change and shape our society.  This person had to make a marked difference in our world.  

2)  You may only choose individuals who are listed on Time’s “100 Most Important People of the Century.”  You can find this article through the following link:  

http://www.time.com/time/time100/index_2000_time100.html 

NOTE:  Once you choose an individual, you are committed to researching that individual.  Once we begin our research process in the library, you MAY NOT change your topic.  
     3)  REQUIREMENTS:
· Your paper must be between 3-5 pages in length.
· You must use at least FOUR (4) sources total TWO (2) of which MUST be book sources.  The other two can be Internet sources from academically reliable Internet sites.  All Internet sites must be approved by me.    

· You must complete all of the required pre-writing steps.
· You must utilize parenthetical citations within the paper and include a works cited page.
· All papers must be typed, double-spaced, in size 12 standard font with one inch margins.

· The entire project must be kept in a binder with labeled dividers for organizational purposes.

· You must keep photocopies of all resources used in your paper.  You will be required to highlight and annotate these sources.  Your paper will not be accepted if you do not include your sources.

· All papers must be uploaded into www.turnitin.com by the due date.  In case you have technological difficulties, you will be required to have a copy of you paper saved on a flash drive or disk so that I can upload the paper for you.  If you do not adhere to this requirement, your paper will not be accepted and will be subject to late penalties.  
· Please adhere to the schedule of due dates included on the next page.  One point will be deducted for each day any pre-writing assignment is late.  Ten points will be deducted for each day that the paper is late, including weekends. No paper will be accepted after one week.   

· Any paper that is plagiarized will receive a grade of zero.

· This assignment will count as one third of your _______ quarter grade.
· You must come into class tomorrow with THREE possible people you are interested in researching.  Please be aware, no two students may research the same individual.
Researching Requirements
To fully develop your paper, you must gather information on the following topics.  Please note: this is not a biography, but rather, a paper in which you will prove how your selected individual has made an impact on the world.

1) Brief biography on your selected individual.

a. Education

b. Training 

c. Career

d. Influences

2) Contribution to society or aspect of society that he/she changed and a clear description of this contribution.
3) How the world has been impacted and evidence that the world/ society has been changed.

NOTE:

· You must photocopy all of your resources.  If you are using a book, make sure you photocopy the cover and publication pages.  

· You must print out all of the articles you gather from the Internet.  Do not cut and paste into Microsoft Word, instead, print out the article itself.  You will need the complete url, the name of the site, author, date of article (if available) and the date the article was accessed.  

· You may only use Internet sources that are educationally reliable.  You must get approval for all Internet sources.  

· NO—you may not use sources like Wikipedia, About.com, Answers from Yahoo questions or similar sites—these sites are not reliable AT ALL!!

· You must read and annotate your articles on a nightly basis.  You must do this so you know what information you are missing so that you can research further, if necessary.  
· Your homework every night is to work on your research project.  While we work on the research paper, you will not have any homework, with the exception of studying for exams and study questions.
The Research Paper:  Due Dates and Point Distribution

1) All materials are due by  ____________________________________________

2) Topics chosen and put in writing due by     ___________________________

       (HINT—do some research on your topic before you commit yourself to that topic.  This ensures    

         that enough research on that topic exists.  You will also make sure that this topic interests you.     

         Once you commit to a topic, you can not change it.)

3) Properly formatted works cited cards due by _____________________

4) Thesis statements written on a 4 X 6 index card due by  ____________________________

5) Properly formatted note cards due by   _________________________________

6) Outlines due by _________________________________

7) Works Cited page is due by _____________________________

8) Rough drafts are due by ________________________________

9) Final drafts (all materials included in research binder)  due by ________________


If you do not have the binder with resources on this day, your paper will not be 
     collected and will be penalized accordingly.
10) Paper uploaded into www.turnitin.com due by  __________________________


If your paper is not uploaded this day, your paper will not be collected and will be  

     penalized accordingly  

NO ASSIGNMENT WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ALL PRIOR ASSIGNMENTS!
 Point Distribution for each assignment is as follows:

	Assignment
	Point Value & Quiz Grade
	Due Date

	Thesis Statement
	5 pts.
	

	Works Cited Cards
	5 pts.
	

	Note Cards
	10 pts.
	

	Outline
	15 pts.
	

	Works Cited Page
	5 pts. 
	

	Rough Draft (MANDATORY)
	-10 pts.  if you do not have in class for editing sessions
	

	Final Draft
	60 pts.  
	

	                       Total
	           /100 pts
	


These dates are firm.  Absence is no excuse!  

One point deducted/day late for all pre-writing assignments.  

Ten points per day late for research paper.  

Name:   ___________________________

English 11R

Library Rubric
I have reserved four days in the library, during which time you will research your topics for the research paper.  Each day we are in the library, you are expected to gather my initials next to the assignments for the day.  At the end of the week, when you turn in this sheet, you will be given two quiz grades.  

Note:  If you lose this sheet, you will receive a zero.  This should be an easy 100!
Date:  _____________________
___________  Time on task (10)

___________  Conducted Research  (10)

___________  All supplies purchased and in class  (10)  

___________  Topic selected, approved,  and filled in on assignment sheet (10) 

Date:  ______________________

____________  Time on task  (10)  

____________  At least two resources have been photocopied/ printed  (10)

Date:  _____________________
___________   Time on task (10)

___________  At least two resources have been photocopied/ printed  (10)  

Date:  ________________________

___________  Time on task  (10)

__________ At least two resources have been photocopied/printed and or annotated  (10)
HOMEWORK:  Now that you have gathered articles, your homework every night this week is to read and annotate the article and resources that you gather in the library.  This will help you to assess whether or not you need more resources and is part of the researching process.  I will randomly check your articles to see that you are reading and ANNOTATING.  

Dear Parents, 


As outlined in the syllabus, each student must complete a research paper.  We have begun the process of research today in class.  Students will be required to research a specific person who has influenced and shaped our society and write a 3-5 page paper.  Before we begin, students will need certain supplies.  I am requesting that the students have these supplies by ________________________.  We will begin our research in the EMHS library on _____________________.  Students may feel free to use the East Meadow Public Library to gather additional information and sources.  
Although most of this assignment will be done individually, there will be days when I ask the students to bring in their research binder and materials so we can work on the assignment together.   Students are expected to come in fully prepared on those days.  The due date for this project is firm, as students will have ample time to complete this project.  There will be no home reading assignments during the course of the next few weeks so that the students can focus only on their research papers.  Please note that the final due date for this project is ____________________________.  If the student knows in advance that he/she will be out on this day, then the student is obligated to turn in the project the day before this absence.  

Plagiarism is a large problem in high schools and universities across the country.  If any student plagiarizes any part of his or her research paper, whether intentional or unintentional, that student will receive a zero and he/she may fail for the quarter.  The research paper will count as one third of the students’ _____________ quarter average.  We will, as a class, define plagiarism and discuss how it is done intentionally and unintentionally.  Any student, who has questions about this policy, can see me at any time.  The district has a program called www.turnitin.com into which students are required to upload their papers.  This program identifies whether or not any part of the paper has been plagiarized.  Students are required to upload their paper by the date the final draft is due.  This can be done from home or from any school computer.  

Materials needed:

1 one inch binder

1 pack of index dividers

1 pack of index cards 

1 floppy disk or flash drive to save all drafts and typed materials

1 highlighter


The purpose of the research binder is to organize the students and to keep all of their materials together.  On the due date, students will turn in the entire binder.  The items that should be in the binder include: works cited cards, note cards, an outline, all rough drafts, a final draft, all photocopied resources properly annotated, and any materials, handouts, and notes distributed to the class during the unit.   


Research itself is a process, and we will begin this process together.  Each component of the research paper is given an assigned due date, which is located in the packet given to the students.  Additionally, each component of the assignment is worth a certain amount of points.  This breakdown and all due dates can be found in the packet.  


If you have any questions about this assignment, please feel free to contact me via email at __________________________________________ or by phone at __________________.  Thank you in advance for your attention and cooperation in this matter.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have read the above information.  I understand the research paper assignment, and I am aware of the due dates and consequences for plagiarism.
Parent/Guardian’s signature  __________________________________________  Date ___________

Student’s signature  __________________________________________  Date ___________________
Name:  ___________________________________
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Thesis Statement Guidelines

What is a Thesis Statement?

The thesis statement is the most important statement in your research paper.  Your thesis statement:

·  is the main idea of your paper.

· provides a focus for your paper

· is what you will prove in your paper

· provides you reader with direction. 

How can I generate my thesis statement?
In general, your thesis statement will accomplish these goals if you think of your thesis as the answer to the question that you will explore in your paper.  Almost all assignments, no matter how complicated, can be reduced to a single question. To write your thesis, complete the following:

Step One:  Your first step is to reduce the assignment into a specific question.  The answer to this question will ultimately become your thesis statement for the essay.  

For example:

·  How has ____________________________ changed our society?    
·  What contributions has ______________________________ made to our society?  
Step Two:  The answer to this question will help you to form your thesis.  Make sure you avoid generalities and state the specific change you individual has made.  

For example:

·  Harvey Milk has made an impact on the world.
This isn't a thesis statement. It simply indicates a general subject. Furthermore, your reader doesn't know what Harvey Milk’s specific impact is.  
·  REVISED:  As the first openly gay government official, Harvey Milk helped to pave the way for equal rights and social acceptance for homosexuals in America.  
Write your thesis on a 5 x 7 index card and submit your thesis by _____________________.
Name: _____________________

English 11R

Innovators Research Paper






Total __________/100

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Pre-Writing 









_______ out of 40   

Points earned on Thesis, Bibliography Cards, Note Cards, Outline, Works Cited Page. 

Meaning


  5

4

3

2

1         X            3      =    _______

Student addresses ALL required components of the assignment including:  description of individual, influences, contribution to society/impact on society.    Student demonstrates a complete and thorough understanding of the topic.  The student reveals an in-depth analysis of all resources to support the thesis statement.  Makes insightful, clear and well explained connections between citations and thesis.  All details are relevant to the thesis.

Development 




  5

4

3

2

1         X 
3  =    _______

Develops ideas clearly, fully by making effective use of citations from various sources.  Develops all required components of the paper completely.  Follows all citations with original thought and explanation.  Clear and insightful examples are used to discuss each component of the essay.  Specific details, examples and evidence used to support your thesis.  Complete, accurate and clear information presented to support your thesis. Citations are used as evidence and ample original thought is included.

Citations




  5

4

3

2

1        X                2 =   _______

Meets the required minimum of citations for the paper.  All citations are used properly, adhering to MLA format.  Citations are used logically as evidence.  

Organization



 5

4

3

2

1        X              2  =  ______

Essay maintains a clear and appropriate focus throughout essay.  Proper paragraphing, including clear and appropriate topic sentences and closing sentences, within the essay. Provides coherent structuring of ideas through the use of appropriate devices and transitions.  All citations are introduced smoothly.  

Language/Conventions


5

4

3

2

1
X
2  =     ______

Language is fluent, original, precise and engaging, with a notable sense of voice and includes varied sentence structure.  Language is appropriate for audience, purpose and content.  Essentially no grammatical errors, including punctuation, capitalization, spelling and usage.  

COMMENTS:  

Name:  _____________________________

English 11R

Comment Codes for the Research Paper

Aim:  To review the common errors made on our research papers.

Writing is a process during which improvements and adjustments are constantly required to fine tune and improve our writing style.  Overall, I was very pleased with your research papers.  It is clear that you put much effort into these papers and I am proud of you!  I encourage you to meet with me to go over any questions you have.  After a writing conference, you may revise and resubmit your paper to improve not only your grade, but your writing skills as well.  Your grades will be averaged together.

I have compiled a brief list of the common errors made in your research papers.  Please review the following and then check your paper to see if you made these errors.  

1) Original Thought (OT)

If you see this on your paper, you did not provide ample original thought in your paper.  This was the most common error, and often the only error, many of you made in your papers.

A) How does this citation support your thesis?  Follow this citation with a connection to your thesis. 

B) Clarify the meaning of this citation.

As we previously discussed in class, you can not present a paper in which you predominately use citations in support of your thesis.  Remember, all of you have chosen a topic about which you have an interest and opinion.  Thus, your goal for this assignment is to prove the thesis statement you have created.  The thesis is your own original thought.  To prove the thesis, you use citations as evidence to back up and strengthen YOUR OWN arguments.  If you do not do this, your own writing voice is not evident throughout the paper.  Furthermore, citations must be used to support the main idea of the paragraph.  If the connection is not made clear, the citation serves no purpose in the paper.  

To remedy this, simply use citations to support an original thought of your own.  Another alternative is to follow each citation with an explanation.  This can either clarify what the quote/citation means or justify the citation’s connection to the thesis or topic sentence.  Please see attached paper sample for example of proper development. 

2) Transitional word or phrase

Awkward shifts between examples or introducing citations.  This can easily be improved by using transitions to shift between examples.  Without these signal words, your paper may be difficult to follow and understand.  Another way to smooth flow of your writing is to introduce quotes.  Please see sample for examples of proper transitioning.

3) Improper Citation Format

Just a few of you used an improper format for citations.  Citations belong at the end of a sentence.  Include the author’s last name and page number. The end punctuation goes after the citation.   “Please see your class notes on citation format for further information” (Smith 18).  If you have no author, you use the first word of the title of the article and the page number (Censorship 45).  If you have no author and your source is an Internet article, you use the first word of the title and NO page number (Censorship).  Make sure you see me for extra help if you do not understand how to use citations properly.  This is a skill that you will need throughout the remainder of your educational career.  

4) Do Not Start or End a Paragraph with a Citation

Topic sentences and closing sentences must consist of your own original thought.  A topic sentence must express the main idea of a paragraph; therefore, you can not start a paragraph with a piece of evidence. You lost points on organization if you made this error.

5)  Unclear Topic Sentence

A topic sentence must clearly express the main idea of a paragraph.  If you do not have a clear topic sentence, comprehension can be hindered.   You lost points on organization if you made this error.

6)  Irrelevant Information

      All information and evidence presented in your research paper must relate to your thesis or help to prove that thesis.  If you presented irrelevant information, you may have lost points on development and/or meaning.  

7) Missing a Citation

Anything that is not your own original thought must be properly cited.  If you do not do this, you are plagiarizing.  If you see this comment, it means that the information you presented did not have a 
citation and is not representative of your own writing voice.  

8) Pronoun Usage


All subjects in every sentence must be clear.  

9) They’re, their, there


They’re—they are


There—location


Their—possessive form

10) You’re, Your


You’re—you are


Your—possessive form 

11) No citations in introductory or closing paragraphs

These paragraphs must consist solely of your own original thoughts and opinions.  Remember, a lawyer would not present evidence in an opening or closing statement, nor should you in these two paragraphs.  

12) Write in the active voice, not the passive voice

As we discussed in class, writing in the passive voice is awkward and weakens your writing.  Please see me for extra help if you need assistance with editing for this grammatical error.  

13) Verb tense agreement error

All verbs must agree in number and tense.  You will be required to correct these errors on your revised paper.  

14) Too many ideas in one paragraph.  Anytime you introduce a new idea, begin a new paragraph.  .
15)  You need a citation to back this up

If you do not use a citation to support this opinion it diminishes the power of your argument.  Could a lawyer argue a case without a piece of evidence?  

15) Do not state “I,” “I believe,” in my opinion,” etc.
This diminishes the power of your argument.  

16)  Lonely “this”—see class notes on editing for mechanics

17)  No contractions in formal writing
18) Awkward wording or sentence
OTHER COMMENTS:

· You were required to use four sources for this assignment, two of which must be book sources.  If you did not adhere to this requirement you lost 10-15 points.

· YOU MUST cite paraphrased information.  If you do not, you are plagiarizing.  If you were missing an excessive amount of citations you lost points on the citation section of your rubric and development section.

· Only list sources you cite within the paper on the works cited page.

· You may only revise if you meet with me for a writing conference and if you submitted your paper on time.  All appointments must be made immediately and all revisions are due by _________________________.  Revised papers must be submitted with the original graded paper.  If you do not have the original, your paper will not be accepted.  No exceptions!!!!!!
Name:  _________________________

English 11R

Oral Presentation:

Innovators of our Century

You have researched an innovator and written a paper in which you have proven how that individual has influenced, shaped, and changed our world.  You must now share that information with the class.  

Your Task:
You will prepare an oral and visual presentation in which you discuss the life of the innovator you researched and his/her impact on the world.  Your presentation must include the following:

1)  A timeline of the innovator’s life.  This timeline must highlight the pivotal and important events that shaped the innovator’s life. You must also include graphics that are symbolic representations of the events in his/her life.       

2)  A 5-7 minute oral presentation in which you discuss the innovator’s life, the moments that shaped the innovator’s life, and the way in which the innovator shaped or changed our world.  

3)  A visual display with photos of the innovator at various stages of his/her life.

PLEASE NOTE:

· Your presentation and display will count as a separate test grade.

· You will be graded on the following:

· Visual display and quality and clarity of the timeline

· Delivery of information

· Accuracy and quality of information

· You will be required to take notes during each student’s presentation.  These notes will be collected at the end of each class and will count as a quiz grade.  You will set up your notes according to the following format:

· Name of presenter

· Name of innovator

· Five key points of the innovator’s life

· Way in which the innovator shaped the world

· How would the world be a different place if this innovator did not make the above changes?
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