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	“Big Ideas” of the Lesson (Enduring understandings connected to PLOs)

	· Students will understand... 

· That everyone has different beliefs 
· That all religions have similarities and key components

	Student Outcomes (Important skills, knowledge, or processes)

	· Students will be able to...

· Analyze their own beliefs and compare them to their classmates’

	· Students will know...

· That there are many different religions and each has its own belief system
· That those belief systems often share many similarities


	Assessment

	Your belief system should be personal, reflecting your own beliefs, and contain the following:

Item
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 An origin story

Morality / Golden Rule

Set of symbols

What happens after we die?

Explanation of why things happen, free will or fate?

Other(s)


Your Poster:
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Neat and easy to read

Shows evidence of planning, uses the space well

Is personal and thoughtful

+ / - :    What’s good? What needs improvement?




	Required Resources & Materials

	· 11x17 Paper for creating belief systems

· Pens, markers, pencil crayons etc. 


	Stage
	Timing
	Teacher Activity
	Student Activity

	Mental Set
	5 min
	Review ‘The Questions’ that students answered last week. Ask them where they developed their beliefs. Who has influenced them?

	Listen, contribute ideas as teacher asks questions. 

	Sharing the Objective / Purpose
	3 min
	Analyzing our beliefs is one of the things that makes us human, and this ability to critically think sets us apart from other species.
Religion is a very important part of our world’s history. Understanding other religions is essential to understanding each other.


	Listen to stated objective. 

	Input / Information
	10 min
	What do most belief systems have?
Inquiry-based brainstorming leading to some of the big components (as outlined in 8 boxes on handout ‘Where most religions ARE SIMILAR’).

Can also discuss free will vs. fate, afterlife vs. no afterlife, various origin stories. 

Belief systems are often about making sense of the unknown.


	Students generate ideas about what most belief systems have in common.

	Model / Demo
	10 min
	Show an example of my set of beliefs. Explain why I believe these things, and how I’m open to other people’s ideas. 
Stress that our beliefs are always changing as we grow as people. No one belief system is “right or wrong”.

	Observe and ask questions.

	Check for Understanding
	2 min
	Ask students if they understand what components are present in most belief systems.

	Respond.

	Practice: 

· Guided

· Independent
	30 min
	Students will now create their own system of beliefs, based on their answers to The Questions, and anything else they want to add.

	Students work independently, with collaboration as needed, to create their own system of beliefs on 11x17 paper.

	Closure
	15 min
	Ask if anyone wants to share their system of beliefs.
Compare/contrast different students’ ideas. What’s similar and what’s different?

Show them how many religions have a lot of similarities, and are based on answering many of the questions we just answered in this activity.

End with this YouTube video showing the spread of religions on a world map: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bd5hvXgI_bQ

	Students share their posters.
Students contribute ideas.

Students contribute ideas as to why I showed them that video. How does the spread of the religions on a map have anything to do with their similarities?


