Narrative Paragraph Rubric

Category
5
3
1

Lead
Lead is inviting; previews the structure of the paragraph; suggests the main idea/topic
Lead suggests the topic of the paragraph but is not particularly inviting to the reader


Paragraph has no clear lead or introduction of the subject 

Details
Includes specific details that answer the 5 W’s:  Who? What? When? Where? And Why?  
Paragraph includes details that answer most of the 5 W’s
Paragraph includes few details

Organization
Paragraph has a clearly developed beginning, middle, and end; order of sentences is logical; transitions are used to show relationships between events
Paragraph has a beginning, middle, and end; order of sentences is somewhat logical; some transitions are used
Paragraph does not have a basic structure; sentences demonstrate no logical order

Word Choice
Variety of strong verbs and vivid adjectives; precise vocabulary; words enhance ideas


Some strong verbs and vivid adjectives; some attempt at using descriptive language
No attempt at using descriptive language

Conventions
Writing follows the accepted standards of punctuation, mechanics, usage, and spelling; no errors found
Writing mostly follows accepted standards of punctuation, mechanics, usage, and spelling; few errors found
Writing does not follow accepted standards; errors distract reader 

Descriptive Paragraph Rubric

Category
5
3
1

Lead
Lead is inviting; previews the structure of the paragraph; suggests the main idea/topic
Lead suggests the topic of the paragraph but is not particularly inviting to the reader


Paragraph has no clear lead or introduction of the subject 

Sensory Details
Paragraph presents a clear picture; includes many specific sensory details appealing to the five senses
Paragraph mostly presents a clear picture; includes some specific sensory details appealing to some of the five senses
Paragraph presents an unclear picture or does not include specific sensory details

Organization
Paragraph has a clearly developed beginning, middle, and end; order of sentences is logical; transitions are used to show relationships between ideas
Paragraph has a beginning, middle, and end; order of sentences is somewhat logical; some transitions are used
Paragraph does not have a basic structure; sentences demonstrate no logical order

Word Choice
Variety of strong verbs and vivid adjectives; precise vocabulary; words enhance ideas


Some strong verbs and vivid adjectives; some attempt at using descriptive language
No attempt at using descriptive language

Conventions
Writing follows the accepted standards of punctuation, mechanics, usage, and spelling; no errors found
Writing mostly follows accepted standards of punctuation, mechanics, usage, and spelling; few errors found
Writing does not follow accepted standards; errors distract reader 

Expository Paragraph Rubric

Category
5
3
1

Lead
Lead is inviting; previews the structure of the paragraph; suggests the main idea/topic
Lead suggests the topic of the paragraph but is not particularly inviting to the reader


Paragraph has no clear lead or introduction of the subject 

Details
Paragraph informs readers about a specific subject; includes many relevant details:  presents facts, defines terms, etc.
Paragraph mostly informs reader about a specific subject; includes some relevant details 
Paragraph is not about a specific subject; it does not include many relevant details

Organization
Paragraph has a clearly developed beginning, middle, and end; order of sentences is logical; transitions are used to show relationships between ideas
Paragraph has a beginning, middle, and end; order of sentences is somewhat logical; some transitions are used
Paragraph does not have a basic structure; sentences demonstrate no logical order

Word Choice
Variety of strong verbs and vivid adjectives; precise vocabulary; words enhance ideas


Some strong verbs and vivid adjectives; some attempt at using descriptive language
No attempt at using descriptive language

Conventions
Writing follows the accepted standards of punctuation, mechanics, usage, and spelling; no errors found
Writing mostly follows accepted standards of punctuation, mechanics, usage, and spelling; few errors found
Writing does not follow accepted standards; errors distract reader 

Persuasive Paragraph Rubric

Category
5
3
1

Lead
Lead is inviting; previews the structure of the paragraph; suggests opinion
Lead suggests the topic of the paragraph but is not particularly inviting to the reader


Paragraph has no clear lead or introduction of the subject 

Details
Paragraph expresses an opinion and tries to convince reader that opinion is valid; supporting points help solidify argument
Paragraph expresses an opinion and tries to convince reader; supporting points mostly help solidify argument 
Paragraph may or may not express an opinion; details do not solidify argument

Organization
Paragraph has a clearly developed beginning, middle, and end; order of sentences is logical; transitions are used to show relationships between ideas
Paragraph has a beginning, middle, and end; order of sentences is somewhat logical; some transitions are used
Paragraph does not have a basic structure; sentences demonstrate no logical order

Word Choice
Variety of strong verbs and vivid adjectives; precise vocabulary; words enhance ideas


Some strong verbs and vivid adjectives; some attempt at using descriptive language
No attempt at using descriptive language

Conventions
Writing follows the accepted standards of punctuation, mechanics, usage, and spelling; no errors found
Writing mostly follows accepted standards of punctuation, mechanics, usage, and spelling; few errors found
Writing does not follow accepted standards; errors distract reader 

