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Common Core Standards Alignment
Writing Matters units align especially well with the Common Core Standards (www.corestandards.org).
Below is a chart that demonstrates the particular areas of alignment for each unit. 

Unit Standard
Editorials
Feature Articles
Mastering the 
Essentials
Memoir
Poetry
Response to 
Literature
Short Fiction

Writing Standards
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach.
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well 
as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate suffi cient command of 
keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, refl ection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specifi c tasks, purposes, and audiences
Language Standards
3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening.

Journalism 
Editorials
Feature Articles

Writing Standards
1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content.
7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several 
sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the 
credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of 
others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information.
Reading Standards
8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specifi c claims in a text, distinguishing 
claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.

Narrative 
Mastering the 
Essentials
Memoir
Short Fiction

Writing Standards
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

Response to 
Literature 

Writing Standards
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, refl ection, 
and research. Apply grade level Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare 
and contrast texts in different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical 
novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their approaches to similar themes and 
topics”).
Reading Standards
1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text.
2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through 
particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or 
judgments.


